
Wordly Advice

Scenario

In “Wordly Advice,” students will work with real-life words-of-wisdom from elders and formulate their own advice for life.

[image: image2.wmf]Intended level(s)

Advanced

Approximate length of lesson

Two hours

Expected student outcomes

This exercise will integrate reading, writing, speaking and listening.  As a result, the students will

· learn vocabulary and American traditions related to graduation.

· think about and discuss advice for today’s youth.

· discuss other’s advice.

· formulate their own words of wisdom.

Materials/Resources needed

Words of advice, as in example from Winston-Salem Journal, or similar survey/examples of advice, questions (such as provided)

Procedure

Instructor begins discussion with students about high school graduation and rites of passage (16th birthday, bar mitzvah, army induction, etc.) in his/her country.  Discuss differences and solicit what they know about traditions in U.S.  Instructor asks students what words of advice are given at this time.  What advice were they given?  What advice did/would they give?  Possibly write some of students’ suggestions on board.

(30 minutes)

Students divide into groups (2-5 students).  Instructor hands out paper with words of advice and questions, telling students that advice will be read collectively after assignment is complete.  Instructor circulates around the room, answering specific question as he/she sees fit. (30-40 minutes)

Instructor/students read individual words of advice.  See next page for article.

(15 minutes)

Instructor goes over questions with classes, especially ideas for questions 1,2,7 and 8.

Discuss differences or formulate a consensus. (20 minutes)

With your group, read the advice given by older people for today’s youth.  Answer the following questions.

1. Mary Alspaugh mentions the Golden Rule.  What is the Golden Rule?  If your groupdoesn’t know, guess.

2. What does Eleanor Barnes’ advice mean?  What does the –eth ending on the word “turn” mean?

3. What does Mary Thorne mean in her third piece of advice?

4. What do you think of Elizabeth Barnett’s advice?

5. Which piece of advice do you most agree with?

6. Which piece of advice do you least agree with?

7. Do any of these “words of wisdom” seem uniquely American to you?

8. Which words of wisdom do you think are applicable in all cultures?

9. What advice would you give to a current graduate?

Possible homework activity:  Students write an essay on the topic “What piece of advice would you give to an 18-year-old-highschool graduate?  What advice do you wish you had been given?”

Assessment

Regarding vocabulary, students should be able to use at least 75% of the new words by the end of class.  More inportantly, they should be able to express their own words of advice.  Finally, they should have a firm understanding of the concepts of some common American adages, such as the Golden Rule and “Honesty is the best policy.”

Author:
Micol Hammack



Forsyth Technical Community College

Article was published in the Winston-Salem Journal, May 22, 1999.
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