What Is Your Name and Where Are You From?
Scenario
This would be a lesson presented on the first or second day of a new term to a multi-cultural class.

Purpose of the lesson:

· Create a group dynamic by learning students’ and instructor’s names and their countries name.

· Practice all the language skills--listening, speaking, reading and writing.

· Develop cultural awareness.  Students learn name derivations, meanings of names, and the process of naming children in different cultures (The process varies widely, from a child picking his own name at puberty, to someone other than parents naming the child, to picking a name out of a list, to…)

· Students learn country names in English and learn their locations.

[image: image1.wmf]Intended level(s)

Intermediate and Advanced

Approximate length of lesson

3 hour class (with 15 minute break)

Expected student outcomes

· Students will learn each other’s names and the instructor’s.
· They will learn the names of countries and their locations
· They will be made aware of cultural differences, a necessary aspect of learning language.
Materials/Resources needed

· A world map, globe, and/or atlases
· A rubber ball, a soft toy, or a wadded page of newspaper to throw from person to person in the classroom
· Prepare a word find puzzle to hand out to each student with names of countries from which your students generally come, other common names of countries currently in the news.  (See attached example).
Procedure

I. Dictation.

a.
Instructor dictates five or six sentences about the derivation of her name or of common names.  For example, “Ellen” comes from the Greek goddess Helen of Troy.  (Dictation is a good way to start a class.  A few students are habitually late because of work or parental obligations.  Dictation provides those present a good listening and writing exercise and latecomers can join in at any time).

b. Students check with each other for mistakes.

c. Students volunteer to write sentences on board.  All students check for any mistakes.

II. Discussion

a. Instructor divides students into groups of three or four.

b. Students are told to take notes about their discussion because they will be responsible for introducing someone in their group to the class.

c. Students discuss the following questions in their groups:

(1) What’s your name?

(2) Who named you?

(3) Were you named for anyone?

(4) Does your name have a meaning that can be translated to English?

(5) Do you like your name?

(6) When a couple gets married in your country, does the husband’s/wife’s name change?

d. Introductions

(1) Students introduce one member from their group and mention one or two interesting things about their name or naming process.

(2) After each introduction, the instructor writes the name of the student on the board or asks the student to write the name.

III. Country and Nationality, Language and City Names

a. Ask each student to tell where they come from and point out on the map, globe or in an atlas, where their country is located.

b. Instructor or student writes the name of their country on the board in English.  (If time allows, it is also a good time to write nationalities and names of languages because there is often some confusion even at the upper levels.)

IV. Game and/or Puzzle (as time allows)

a. Game

(1) Instructor begins game by saying (in my case), “My name is Ellen, and I am from the U.S.”

(2) The instructor throws a ball, soft toy or wadded newspaper to a student and asks the student to say, “Her name is Ellen and she’s from the U.S.”  The student continues with his or her own name and country.  For example, “My name is Moon Sook, and I’m from Korea.

(3) The game continues with each student in the class repeating all the previous student and country names.  “Her name is Ellen, and she is from Korea.  Her name is Moon Sook, and she is from Korea.  My name is Emil, and I’m from Russia.” 

b. Word-Search Puzzle

(1) Hand out word search puzzle for students to work alone or in pairs as they choose.

(2) Students can check with each other for any unfound country names.

(3) Ask students if there are any countries that are unknown to them or whose location is unknown to them.

V. Informal Review

Ask the class:

(1) What did you learn today?

(2) What was the most interesting thing you learned?

(3) What did you enjoy the most about class?

Assessment

· From the dictation the instructor is able to detect listening problems, spelling problems, grammatical problems (for example, if “I would” is misunderstood for “I had” and is not corrected in the checking process). 

· During the discussion the instructor is able to listen for common mistakes and make notes for a future lesson. 

· Can the students (and instructor) remember all the student names and their countries?
· Are the “she’s, he’s, hers and his” automatic or do some students mix them up?
· Are some students slow to find country names in the word-find puzzle?  It may indicate those students will also have reading problems.
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Country Word-Find Puzzle

Circle the countries listed in the word-find puzzle.
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