What Is Your Name?

Scenario

[image: image1.wmf]This lesson addresses the adult ESL students’ needs the very first day in class.  The intent is to encourage immediate interaction in English, to put the students at ease, and to enable the students to get to know each other.  The students feel a sense of accomplishment the first day.

Intended level(s)

Level 0; very low beginners.

Approximate length of lesson

2-2 ½  hours; this is the first lesson in the Personal Data unit (4-6 lessons).

Expected student outcomes
The student can relate his/her name, country, and language.  The student also becomes acquainted with one question format used in English.

Materials/Resources needed
8 ½ x 11 paper, markers, USA and world maps, string, scissors, tape, chalkboard, chalk and/or newsprint.

Procedure
See following pages. 

Assessment
The student’s ability to respond easily to the three questions after repeated practice (5-8 times)  in one class session constitutes success.

Comments
I have used this plan with “opening day” students for four semesters with excellent success.  The students enjoy their immediate ability “to speak English.”  They also enjoy getting to know each other the very first day.  I have shared this lesson with several colleagues at CPCC and over the internet.  They also report success with it.
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Central Piedmont Community College
What Is Your Name?
(2-hour class period)

1. Instructor greets each student ( pointing to self and gestures to student):

I:  “Hello, my name is __________.  What is your name?”  (Repeat as needed)

S:  My name is ____________.


Write above dialog on the board or newsprint and repeat.

2. Have each student make a large name card for his/her desk.  (Fold 8 ½” x 11” sheet in half, write first name; place on desk).  Name cards will remain in class.  Repeat the dialog, #1.


3. Continue dialog below with each student.  Mark each country on a world map with a string and connect to NC or write countries on board.

Instructor:
“My country is the United States.”  (Indicates USA on map)

What is your country?                    (Student instructor shows    

            Student:
My country is __________.            country on map).       

4.
Announce to students, write on board and show items:



For school you need: 

· A notebook, paper, a #2 pencil and an eraser

· Oxford Picture Dictionary

5.
TPR exercise (demonstrates as you explain):



Stand up.  Turn to a student.  Say “Hello.  My name is _______.”



Second student says, “Hello.  My name is ________.”



Shake hands.  Sit down.


Repeat two times.

BREAK TIME (10 minutes)

6.
Repeat #1 and #3 “dialogs” with each student.

7.
Dialog #3: To each student (as above):


Instructor:  My language is English.  What is your language?


Student:     My language is ________.
8.
Combine all three parts of dialog, orally and on board or newsprint.  Have students repeat the three questions/answers in pairs.  The instructor circulates and listens/helps, as needed.


If several students manage the paired practice; attempt the following dialog.  This will 
be difficult for most students, but they will have a good sense of accomplishment for the 


first day!
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Beginning Dialog: What Is Your Name?

A. Hello.  My name is ___________.  What is your name?
B. My name is __________.

A. My country is the United States.  What is your country?

B. My country is ________.

A. My language is English.  What is your language?
B. My language is _________.

A. I am happy to meet you.

B. I am happy to meet you.
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