
School Readiness for Parents

Scenario

The majority of ESL students have children in school or family in school.  The school system has remained a mystery for many of these parents.  Public schools have made little effort to reach out and aid these parents past basic enrollment.  Compiled in this lesson plan are a variety of options that touch on primary operations and needed information which allows parents to become informed.

Intended level(s)

Student levels are always varying.  The need for this lesson is not dependent on the student’s ability.  For this reason the lesson may be shortened or lengthened to compensate for the variance.

Approximate length of lesson

The presented lesson plan is intended for two class periods of two hours each.  However, dependent on the level of students and the extent of open participation, the format may be altered to shorten or extend the hours of instruction.

Expected student outcomes

Preparing parents for upcoming situations could promote independence, confidence, self-assurance, and increasing parent involvement in the school.  It opens the door for improved parent/instructor communication.  At the same time there is an atmosphere that encourages the child to excel in the classroom.  Further, both parent and child are prepared for what to expect in the school environment.

Materials/Resources needed 

Each instructor needs to evaluate local school districts and compile various forms necessary for enrollment in the local school.  From this information, supplementary material will reflect the individuality of each community.  Following are examples of vocabulary lists, dialogue practice, and writing exercises that have been derived from such material.
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Procedure

Lesson One: Registration

Class:


Class size of 6-12 students arranged in horseshoe form.

Materials:
Student information booklet: registration forms, lunch forms, health assessments, maps of school district, insurance and individual school information.

Vocabulary:
application

fee

meals

teacher


discipline

map

registration
rules


volunteer

education
permission
safety


immunization

principal
birth date
certificate


assessment

insurance
coverage
information



doctor


telephone
medication
instruction

Writing Exercises:
Sample forms:  explain the forms and allow the students to complete.

Dialogue:
Divide in groups of two and present role playing situations, allow the students to answer and create their own dialogue from sample questions:


>What class is my child in?


>How much is lunch?


>What papers are needed from my previous school?


>Who can pick up my child?


>What is a dress code?

Lesson Two: Resources

Class:


Class size of 6-12 students arranged in a horseshoe form.

Material:
Student Resource Book: discipline information, school calendar, attendance policy, field trip policy, lunch schedules, information of cafeteria, library, and classroom.

Vocabulary:
discipline
cafeteria
 library


attendance


policy

lunch

 classroom

calendar


holiday

workday
 field trip

bus route


rules

tardy

 excused

absent



permission
assignment
 progress report
report card


delayed
responsibility
 contract

conference


notes

conversation
 homework

expectations


reading

language
 materials

concern

Writing Exercises:
Offer a sample letter from the instructor.  Have students to reply.  Review current school calendar and menu.

Dialogue:
Present the following situations and allow groups of two to solve the problem.


>My child did not get off the bus.  Where is he?


>My son needs to go to the doctor.  What do I do?


>How many days are the children out for Christmas?


>My daughter is scared of another child.  Who do I call?


>My child has been punished for not having work completed.  Do I call the teacher?

Assessment

The true assessment is the ability by an individual student to cope in this situation.

However, testing requirements and improvement milestones may be marked by

vocabulary tests, individual completion of sample forms, and ability to communicate

needs.  Students may have individual goals to complete.

Comments

Any structured class with forms may be boring.  The success of this lesson plan depends

on the ability of the instructor to create a comfortable and fun environment.  Explain

forms completely and allow the class to have open conversations.

An expanded version could include a field trip to the school or invite a guest from a local

school.   Another option might expand into the emotion of parent/child separation and

include the reading of an appropriate book for young children, for example Goodnight

Moon by Margaret Wise.

Other resources:  two internet sites:  www.homeworkcentral.com and www.administrators.net 
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