UNIT TEN

OWNING & MAINTAINING A CAR


VOCABULARY

(see OPD for additional vocabulary)

engine

pedal

steering wheel

brake

tire

windshield wiper

transmission

estimate

OBJECTIVES

· Know the names of basic car parts

· Know the words for unusual noises

· Be able to explain problems to a mechanic and ask for estimate and warranty information

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

· What are some problems you might have with a car?

· How do you select a mechanic?

· How can you protect yourself from a dishonest mechanic?
LESSON OUTLINE



SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

· Complete activities in Real Life English (2) p.128-141

· Play "Pictionary" with car vocabulary

· "Building Sentences" Activity (included in this lesson)

· "Onomatopoeia" Activity (included in this lesson)

Car Sounds - onomatopoeia

Note to teacher:  You will need to teach these words by sounding them out and explaining which parts of the car make what sound.  You may choose to follow that activity by handing each student a card with either a car part or a sound.  One student calls out his/ her car part and their "matching" student calls out the corresponding sound.

We have also included a work sheet activity.

squeak

rattle

squeal

click

hum

sputter

knock

ping

grind

beep-beep

Activity - Car Sounds

Read the following descriptions of car problems and decide which sound the car is making.

1.  Every time I use my brakes they make a ______________________ sound.


a. beeping

b.  squeaking

2.  My car often ___________________ and dies when I stop at a traffic light.


a. sputters

b.  clicks

3.  I hear something __________________ in the engine when I accelerate.


a. pinging

b.  squealing

4.  Don't __________________ the gears!


a.  ping


b.  grind

5.  A car's tires may ____________________ when people accelerate too quickly.


a.  hum


b.  squeal

6.  There is a _____________________ sound coming from the radio.


a.  humming

b.  rattling

7.  The engine often makes a ___________________ sound.


a.  knocking

b.  beeping

8.  _____________________ your horn!


a. ping


b.  beep

9.  I think the muffler is loose - I hear it _______________________


a. rattling

b.  sputtering

Car Vocabulary - Building Sentences

A.  Using the words in the boxes below, create sentences of things that a car dealer might say to you, or that you might say to a mechanic.

	I'd like
	is
	the
	repair
	oil change.

	Is
	monthly
	covered
	and
	estimate?

	How much
	is
	the
	will be
	buyers.

	It's
	can I
	available to
	under
	checked.

	The
	time for
	can
	for my
	get?

	Financing
	to have
	get
	I
	my warranty?

	How much
	options
	a tune-up
	qualified
	trade-in?

	What
	this problem
	payment
	brakes
	$179.


1.  _____________________________________________________________________

2.  _____________________________________________________________________

3.  _____________________________________________________________________

4.  _____________________________________________________________________

5.  _____________________________________________________________________

6.  _____________________________________________________________________

7.  _____________________________________________________________________

8.  _____________________________________________________________________

B.  Describe a time when you had a repair done to your car.  What was the problem?  How did you get it fixed?  How much did it cost?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Answers to

"Car Vocabulary - Building Sentences"

1.  I'd like to have the brakes checked.

2.  Is this problem covered under my warranty?

3.  How much is the repair estimate?

4.  It's time for a tune-up and oil change.

5.  The monthly payment will be $179.

6.  Financing is available to qualified buyers.

7.  How much can I get for my trade-in?

8.  What options can I get?

Resources


Oxford Picture Dictionary (Blue) p.50-51


Real Life English (2, 4) Unit 10





Talking to the Mechanic





Always ask for a written estimate before you permit the mechanic to work on your car.





Ask the mechanic for a written copy of the warranty.  Make sure you understand any limitations to the warranty.





Be careful about advertisements that offer a repair at a very low price.  Look for the fine print and make sure you know what the actual cost will be so you are not surprised.





You can call the Better Business Bureau to check out a mechanic (or any other business).  The BBB is not a guarantee of quality, but it does keep a record of customer complaints.





Vehicle Inspections


Cars must be inspected annually.  Inspections can be performed at most service stations or garages.  The cost is $9.30 for the safety inspection and $30 for the emissions inspection (not required in Davidson County)





Inspection items include:





brakes, lights, horn, steering, windshield wipers, turn signals, tires, rearview mirrors, exhaust system, window tint








