UNIT SIX

OWNING AND OPERATING A CAR


VOCABULARY
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DWI
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OBJECTIVES

· Know the requirements and process for obtaining a NC driver’s license

· Be able to identify regulatory and warning road signs

· Know rules for safe driving, including prohibitions on drinking & driving

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

· How do you get a driver’s license?  What identification do you need?

· Describe some road signs that you see while driving.  What do they mean?

· What do the lines painted on the highway mean? 

· Can a driver have an open beer in the car?  Can a passenger have one?

· Can children ride in the back of a pickup?

LESSON OUTLINE


Driving While Impaired 

    In 1983, the North Carolina General Assembly enacted the Safe Roads Act. This act repealed all previous laws on drunk driving in North Carolina and replaced them with a single offense of “Driving While Impaired - DWI.”

    If an officer charges you with driving while impaired (DWI), you will be asked to take a chemical test of your breath or blood. Refusal to perform any required test will result in the immediate revocation of your driver license for at least 30 days and an additional, minimum 12-month revocation by the DMV. In certain instances, after six months of the willful refusal revocation has elapsed, the judge may issue a limited driving privilege.

    If your intoxication test shows an alcohol concentration of 0.08 percent or more (0.04 or more, if you are driving a commercial motor vehicle), your driving privilege will be revoked immediately for a minimum of 30 days. Additionally, the results of your chemical test or the fact that you refused to take the test will be admissible as evidence in court.
	Driving while impaired can be proven in one of two ways:

	· by proving the driver's physical or mental fitness are appreciably impaired by alcohol, drugs or a combination of both; or 

	· by proving the driver's blood/alcohol concentration is 0.08 percent or more.


DWI Laws
· allow enforcement agencies to set up road blocks to check for impaired drivers; 

· prohibit drivers from consuming any alcoholic beverage, including beer, while driving; 

· prohibit the transport of an open container of any alcoholic beverage if the driver is consuming alcohol or if alcohol is in the driver's body; 

· prohibit the possession of alcoholic beverages (open or closed) in the passenger area of a commercial motor vehicle while upon any highway, street or public vehicular area; 

· provide for different levels of severity of punishment based on the severity of the offense; 

· require persons who are convicted of DWI for the second time to serve a jail sentence;

· attempt to punish DWI offenders, but also try to help them deal with problems they may have with alcohol;

· require that repeat DWI offenders or persons with high blood/alcohol contents (BACs) be checked to see if they might have an alcohol problem;

· require persons with lower BACs to attend alcohol safety schools; and 

· require anyone convicted of DWI to obtain a substance abuse assessment prior to the reinstatement of driving privileges.

	If you are convicted of DWI while your license is revoked for an earlier DWI conviction, the court may order your vehicle seized and sold. 


If You Are Convicted of DWI: 

First Conviction — Mandatory revocation of your driver license for a period of one year.

Minimum Punishment — Fine up to $100 and not less than 24 hours imprisonment; 24 hours of community service; 30 days without a limited driving privilege or any combination of these.
Maximum Punishment — Fine up to $2,000 and not less than 14 days or more than 24 months imprisonment.

Second Conviction — Mandatory driver license revocation for a period of four years if convicted within three years of first offense. 

Minimum Punishment — Fine up to $1,000 and not less than seven days or more than 12 months imprisonment.
Maximum Imprisonment — (same as for first conviction) A limited driving privilege will not be issued if the second offense occurs within seven years of the first conviction.

Third Conviction — Mandatory, permanent driver license revocation if at least one of the prior convictions occurred within past five years. 

Minimum/maximum punishment — Fine up to $2,000 and not less than 14 days or more than 24 months imprisonment.

Fourth Conviction — Mandatory permanent driver license revocation. The fourth conviction is considered a felony if the three prior DWI convictions occurred within the past seven years. 

Minimum Punishment — one year imprisonment. Maximum Punishment — three years imprisonment and a fine.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

· Quiz on Safe Driving Questions

· Match road signs with meanings

· Listening Activity for Safe Driving Rules

· Prepare and practice questions for guest speaker

CAR SAFETY QUIZ

(True or False)

______Passengers in the front seat are required to wear a seat belt when the car is moving.

_____ Children younger than 5 and less than 40 lbs. are required to be in a child safety seat when the car is moving.

______ It is OK to permit your children to ride in the back of a pickup.

______ Drivers should always give “right-of-way” to pedestrians.

______ It is OK to pass a school bus when the bus is stopped to pick up children.

______ Drivers should pull over to permit an emergency vehicle to pass.

_____ A person needs to have a legitimate social security number to get a driver’s license.

_____ It is illegal to drive while intoxicated

_____ The penalty for DWI is a $25 fine.

_____ A driver who refuses to take a blood or breath test for alcohol can lose his driver’s license for at least 30 days.

_____ Passengers in the back seat can drink beer while riding in a car.

Quiz:  DMV Safe Driving Guidelines
Note to Teacher:  This activity may be used as a Scavenger Hunt. Give each student a copy of the following 30 questions. Divide your class into teams.  Assign each team one category to answer and provide them with copies of the DMV guideline pages they will need to find the information.  Then, all groups share what they learned out loud and each student fills in the missing information for the other categories on his/ her sheet.

A.  Vehicle Inspection

1.  How often must a vehicle be inspected by a licensed North Carolina inspector? ________________________

2.  How much is the annual cost of the sticker?   ______________

3.  List two possible locations to obtain a vehicle inspection.

_______________________


_________________________

4. Name five items that are checked during an inspection:

_________________________

_________________________


_________________________

_________________________
_________________________

5.  What must an owner do if his/ her car fails to pass the inspection?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


B.  Seat Belts and Child Safety

6.  North Carolina DMV suggests that a child younger than five years of age or weighing less that 40 pounds be properly secured in the (circle one) front or rear seat.

7.  A lap safety belt should fit snuggly across a child’s ______________ and not across the ______________.

8.  A shoulder safety belt should fit snuggly across the child’s ________________ and _______________ and not the ________________ or __________________.

9.  If a car is equipped with a passenger-side air bag, is the passenger required by law to wear his/ her safety belt?  _____________________

10.  What may happen to a child riding in the front seat of a car when an air bag is deployed?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C.  The Driver and Pedestrian

11. (Complete the rule)  “When you are driving, always __________________________

_______________________________________________________________________.

12.  What must pedestrians do at ordinary traffic intersections?  _______________________

13.  If a traffic signal turns red or yellow while a pedestrian is in the street, what must the driver do?  ______________________________________________________________

14.  How should you warn a pedestrian who might be in danger?  __________________

_______________________________________________________________________

15.  What must all vehicles do if a blind pedestrian is crossing an intersection?  ______________________________________________________________________________

D.  School Buses

16.  What is the maximum speed limit for a school bus?  _____________________

17.  Who must stop when a school bus stops for passengers on a two-lane road?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

18.  What should you always do around school buses and bus stops?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

19. How many children are transported on school buses everyday?  ______________________________

20.  On a divided highway with a median separation, who must stop for a school bus?

____________________________________________________________________

E.  Emergency Vehicles

21.  List four types of emergency vehicles that are entitled to the right-of-way:

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

22. What should you do when an emergency vehicle approaches? ___________________________________________________________________________

23.  Do not park within __________________ of a stopped emergency vehicle at the scene of an accident.

24.  All vehicles must ________________________________ to an approaching emergency vehicle.

25.  You should never park closer that ___________________ to a fire truck responding to a fire alarm.

F.  Driving While Impaired

26.  What blood alcohol level is considered legally impaired? ______________________________

27.  What will result in an immediate 30 day drivers license revocation? __________________________________________________________________________________

28.  For how long will a person lose his/ her license for a first conviction? ______________________________

29.  The maximum punishment for a first conviction is 24 __________ to 24 _________ imprisonment.

30.  A fourth conviction is considered a _______________ if the prior three happened within the last 7 years and will result in _______ year to _______ years imprisonment.

SAFE DRIVING LISTENING ACTIVITY

(Teacher’s Script)

To the teacher:  

This can be a listening or a writing activity.  If done as a listening activity, the students may need to hear it several times to complete it.  If some students finish early, let them read the selection to their classmates who are still working.

It is important to drive safely.  Always wear your seat belt when driving and riding in a car, and make sure that small children are buckled into a child safety seat.  Never let children ride in the back of a pickup.  

Pay attention to traffic signals, signs, and pavement markings.  A solid yellow line means that you cannot pass another car.  A dotted line means that it is OK to pass another car.  Always pass carefully and obey the speed limit, or you may get a speeding ticket.  NEVER pass a stopped school bus. 

Many accidents are caused by alcohol.  If you are drinking alcohol, do not drive.  It is illegal to have an open container of alcohol in the car.  Even if the driver is not drinking, he can still get a ticket if his passengers have an open container of alcohol.  Punishments for DWI are very serious.  A driver who is convicted of driving while intoxicated could lose his driver’s license.

SAFE DRIVING LISTENING ACTIVITY

It is important to _____ safely.  Always wear your ____ ____ when driving and riding in a car, and make sure that small ________ are buckled into a child ______ seat.  _____ let children ride in the back of a ______.  

Pay attention to traffic signals, signs, and pavement markings.  A _____ yellow line means that you cannot ____ another car.  A dotted ____ means that it is OK to pass another car.  Always pass _________ and obey the _____ _____, or you may get a speeding ______.  NEVER pass a stopped ______ ___. 

Many _________ are caused by alcohol.  If you are drinking alcohol, do ___ drive.  It is illegal to have an ____ container of alcohol in the car.  Even if the driver is not drinking, he can still get a ticket if his passengers have an open container of _______.  Punishments for ___ are very serious.  A driver who is convicted of driving while intoxicated could ___ his driver’s license.
Resources


NC Driver’s Handbook, accessible online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.dmv.dot.state.nc.us/driverlicense" ��http://www.ncdot.org/dmv�.  Click on Driver Services, then on Driver’s Handbook.  Selected sections are included here.  For direct access, try � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncdot.org/dmv/driver_services/drivershandbook" ��http://www.ncdot.org/dmv/driver_services/drivershandbook� 





Requirements for Getting a NC Driver’s License


Picture identification


Proof of residence


Valid social security number


Vision test


Written test


Traffic signs recognition test


Driving test (if inspector deems necessary)


Proof of liability insurance (form DL-123 or original certificate from the insurance company








