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OBJECTIVES

· Know what the Constitution and Bill of Rights are

· Know the three branches of the US government and the function of each

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

· What are some of your rights that we discussed earlier?

· How do you know you have these rights?  Are they written anywhere?

· What is a constitution?  Does your country have a written constitution?

LESSON OUTLINE

Constitution

The Constitution is the basis for the rule of law in the United States.  It is a document that guarantees individual rights and outlines the responsibilities of government.

Bill of Rights

The Bill of Rights consists of the first ten amendments to the Constitution.  These amendments guarantee that individual rights are protected.

Three Branches of the US Government

Legislative-Congress.  The Legislative branch makes the laws

Executive-The President.  Enforces the laws made by Congress
Judicial-The Courts. Interprets the laws and determines whether laws are Constitutional.

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

· Have some copies of the US Constitution on hand.  Discuss the different parts and the responsibilities of each branch of government.  Read the Bill of Rights and discuss the meanings of these amendments.

· The Real Life English series has a good section on American government.  Choose the level appropriate for your students and complete the activities.  The American Story is also a good text for this material.

· Watch On Common Ground Video 4 “Between a Rock and a Hard Place.”  Select appropriate activities from Unit 4. 

· Prepare Questions for guest speaker
Resources


On Common Ground, Unit 4:  Between a Rock and a Hard Place


America's Story, Chapter 9


Real Life English, Unit 3


United States Constitution (in On Common Ground Worktext B)














