UNIT EIGHTEEN

CIVIC PARTICIPATION


VOCABULARY

election

ballot

interest group

neighborhood association

non-profit association

volunteer

petition

civic

protest

mayor

city council/town council

school board

governor

county

OBJECTIVES

· Explain the importance of civic participation and why voting is considered the most important right of US citizenship.

· Know where and how to register to vote.

· Know how to contact local officials and media outlets to express concerns.

· Identify local non-profit, neighborhood, or other associations working to address issues of concern to the students.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

· Why is voting considered the most important right of US citizenship?

· Could you and did you vote in your home country?  Why or why not?

· How do you register to vote in the United States?  What is the cost?

· Who is the chief executive of a state government?  Of a local government?

· In addition to voting, in what other ways can you voice your opinion?

· Do you know of any non-governmental organizations that work to improve your city?

LESSON OUTLINE

Review rights of citizenship.  Discuss the importance of voting.

Eligibility criteria:

U.S. Citizenship


At least 18 years of age


No felony convictions
Where and how to register to vote


Public libraries (mail-in forms)

Department of Motor Vehicles

State government


Governor


Legislature

Local Government


County Commission


Mayor


Town/City Council
How to contact local officials

How to contact media outlets

Non-profits, neighborhood, and other non-governmental organizations
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

· Write a letter to the local newspaper about an issue of interest.  This can be an individual or class project.

· Fill out a sample voter registration form

· Make a chart of current state and local officials.  Include their names, mailing addresses, telephone numbers, and email addresses.

· Discuss problems faced by immigrants in your neighborhood or city.  Discuss ways that an immigrant advocacy group could help resolve these problems. Create an advertising flyer 

announcing the formation of such a group.

· End of Unit Quiz

CIVIC PARTICIPATION QUIZ

True or False

_______1.  Only U.S. citizens may vote in the United States.

_______2.  You must pay to register to vote.

_______3.  The mayor is the head of a local government.

_______4.  The President is the head of the state government.

_______5.  Non-citizens may participate in a neighborhood association.

Complete each sentence.  Use the words in the box.


6.  You can register to vote at the __________ or the ____________________________.

7.  When you vote, you mark your selection on a __________________.

8.  A ______________is a list of signatures to support or protest some action.

9.  A ________________ is a person who works without pay.

10.  The Red Cross is an example of a _______________ organization.

BONUS:  Who is the mayor of your town?   ___________________

Resources





Citizenship Now, Chapters 10 &11





ballot


petition


department of motor vehicles


volunteer


library


non-profit








