UNIT SEVENTEEN

THE NATURALIZATION PROCESS
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*Bureau of Citizenship & Immigration Services (formerly the Immigration & Naturalization Service or INS)

OBJECTIVES

· Know the eligibility criteria for U.S. citizenship

· Complete a sample N-400 Application for Naturalization

· Be able to answer oral questions about the information on the application

· Be able to answer questions about U.S. history and government

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

· Are you eligible to apply for naturalization?  What are the requirements?

· What occurs at the BCIS interview?  What items and information should you bring to the interview?  Where is the nearest BCIS office?

· What do you know about the history and government of the United States?

LESSON OUTLINE

Review the benefits of U.S. Citizenship from Unit Two

Eligibility criteria for naturalization


1. A permanent legal resident for five years 

    OR 

    a permanent legal resident for three years AND married to a U.S. citizen


2. Able to speak and understand English


3. Able to pass an English reading and writing test


4. Able to pass a test on basic U.S. history and government


5. Be at least 18 years of age


6. Have been physically present in the U.S. for half of the previous 5 years


7. Have not disrupted continuity of residence in the U.S. for any of the previous

                   five years


8. Have good moral character


9. Take an oath of allegiance to the United States
The N-400 Application

Cost of Application is $330 (as of October 26, 2005).  The application fee is not refundable.

The BCIS interview

The Reading & Writing Test

The U.S. History & Government Test

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

· Complete a sample N-400 application.  Discuss any questions that are unclear.  (Get the most recent application online at http://uscis.gov/graphics/index.htm.  Click on Immigration Forms, Fees, and Fingerprints on the left side of the screen.)

· Role-play the BCIS interview.  For advanced students, have one student be the examiner and the other play the applicant.  Ask questions of the applicant, give him/her sample sentences to read and write.

· Ask the student to tell about his/her experiences if he/she has completed the naturalization application process.  Or, bring in a speaker, perhaps a friend/relative of a student who has completed the process.  Encourage students to ask questions.

· Citizenship Now has several chapters on U.S. History and Government, which are good preparation for the test.  If time permits, devote a portion of each class to the study of each chapter.  A detailed study guide can be downloaded from http://uscis.gov/graphics/index.htm.

· Take the Citizenship Quiz in Unit Two

Sample Sentences for the English Writing Test

To be eligible for naturalization, you must be able to read, write, and speak basic English.  The sentences below are examples of the types of sentences a BCIS examiner may ask you to read aloud or write during your interview.

Civics/History      




A Senator is elected for six years.

______ is Vice President of the United States.

All United States citizens have the right to vote.

Congress meets in Washington, D.C.

George Washington was the first President.

I want to be an American citizen.

People vote for the President in November.

The American flag has stars and stripes.

The President has the power of veto.

The people have a voice in government.


Everyday Life

He came to live with his brother.

She wanted to find a job.

They went to the post office.

I know how to speak English. 

I live in the state of North Carolina.

She needs to buy some new clothes.

The children bought a newspaper.

The teacher was proud of her class.

They live together in the big house.

Today is a sunny day.

Today I am going to the store.

I count the cars as they pass by the office.

My car does not work.

Source:  US Immigration & Naturalization Service.  (http://uscis.gov/graphics/index.htm)

PRACTICE THE DIALOG

· Let me check your application.  What is your full name?

My name is ______________________________________.

· What is your address?
My address is_____________________________________ ________________ ______.

· May I see your passport, Resident Alien Card, and a photo ID, please?

Here is my passport.  I’m sorry, what else did you say?

· Your Resident Alien Card and a photo ID.  
Here you are.

· What is your current citizenship?
I’m sorry.  I didn’t understand the question.
· What is your citizenship now?
I am a __________________ citizen.

· When did you become a permanent resident?

_____________________________________.

· Are you married?

________

· Is your spouse a U.S. citizen?

________

· Have you traveled outside the US in the last five years?

_____________.

· Where did you go?

I went to ________________ to visit my family.

THE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

At the swearing-in ceremony candidates for citizenship take an oath of allegiance.  The judge or presiding officer will read the oath and ask the candidates to affirm by saying “I do.”

The oath of allegiance is:

"I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty of whom or which I have heretofore been a subject or citizen; that I will support and defend the Constitution and laws of the United States of America against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I will bear arms on behalf of the United States when required by the law; that I will perform noncombatant service in the Armed Forces of the United States when required by the law; that I will perform work of national importance under civilian direction when required by the law; and that I take this obligation freely without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; so help me God."

In some cases, INS allows the oath to be taken without the clauses:

". . .that I will bear arms on behalf of the United States when required by law; that I will perform noncombatant service in the Armed Forces of the United States when required by law. . ."

 

END OF UNIT QUIZ

1.  You must be a legal resident of the U.S. for _______ years to be eligible for naturalization.

2.  What tests will you take during your interview with the BCIS?

3.  The nearest BCIS office is located in  _______________.

4.  How much does it cost to apply for naturalization? ______________

Matching

____5.  N-400



a.  promise






____6.  BCIS



b.  the application for naturalization

____7.  naturalization


c.  promise of loyalty to the U.S. 

____8.  oath of allegiance
d.  Bureau of Citizenship & Immigration Services       

____9.  swearing-in
e. ceremony to become a citizen

10.  Name three benefits and three responsibilities of U.S. citizens.

Benefits:

1)

2)

3)

Responsibilities

1)

2)

3)

Resources





Citizenship Now
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