UNIT FIFTEEN

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY IN THE UNITED STATES

	Resources

America’s Story – Book One                                     Video – Roots (Selected videos)

America’s Story – Book Two                                    The Uncle Sam Activity Book

America’s Story – Video One & Two


VOCABULARY

slavery

civil war

abolitionist

amendment

confederate

crops

suffragette

emancipation proclamation

OBJECTIVES

· Understand some of the difficulties African Americans faced as slaves in the U.S.

· Be able to identify causes and effects of the Civil War

· Develop an appreciation for important contributions made by African 

    Americans to the U.S.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

· When you first came to the U.S., was it by choice or against your free will?

· In your opinion, why do most people come to the U.S.?

· Do you know about a race of people who was brought here by force and made to be slaves?  Who was it?

· Can you imagine the life of a slave?  What would it be like?

· Do we still have slavery today?  How did it end?

LESSON OUTLINE
Slavery in America

Slave life

The Underground Railroad

The Abolition Movement

The Civil War

Abraham Lincoln

Emancipation

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

Read America’s Story – Book One ( Chapters 19 & 20 about the Civil War

(Background chapters and information about Benjamin Banneker can 

be found in chapters 3, 5, and 11.)

Do selected activities at the end of each chapter.

Watch America’s Story Video One 
( video clips #6

"Frederick Douglas"

( video clip #7

"The Henrietta Marie: Slave Ship"

( video clip #8

"Traveling the Underground Railroad"

Read America’s Story – Book Two ( Chapter 1 and “Up from Slavery” p. 7.

Watch selected “Roots” videos ( class discussions

The Uncle Sam Activity Book ( 

handout 42 ( Civil War Bingo

handout 43 ( Civil War matchups




handout 44 ( Civil War strip story




handout 45a & b ( History of Abraham Lincoln

FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS/ WRITING TOPICS:

(  Did your country undergo a civil war?  If so, what were the reasons for the war and how have you and other natives from you country benefited?

(  Imagine that you are an escaped slave who is trying to reach freedom in the North.  Describe your journey and your desire to be free.  What will you do once you reach freedom in the North?  How was your life as a slave and how will it be different in the future?  What hardships must you undergo in your journey?

OR A VARIATION:

(  Create a biography as a group

Can you relate to the life of an escaped slave?  Using the clues below, create your own story and identity of an escaped slave who is traveling the Underground Railroad to reach freedom in the North.

( directions to the Smith’s barn, 
( underground railroad guide

   Quaker family in Virginia

( slave catchers



(“railway” stations

( the howls of hunting dogs

( a cellar

( tired





( hiding

( woods




( fear

( running




( hungry

( streams




( your desire for freedom


Facts and Information about Africa

Africa: Africa is the second largest of the seven continents on Earth (Asia is the largest continent). Africa is bounded by the Atlantic Ocean on the west, by the Indian Ocean on the east, by the Mediterranean Sea on the north, and by the Red Sea on the northeast.  Africa covers 11,700,000 square miles (30,300,000 square kilometers). 

Countries: There are about 53 countries in Africa (some countries are disputed). The biggest country in Africa is Sudan, which covers 967,500 square miles (2,505,816 square kilometers). The countries with the largest populations in Africa are Nigeria (107,000,000 people), Egypt (64,800,000 people), and Ethiopia (58,700,000 people). 

Highest and Lowest Points: The tallest point in Africa is Mt. Kilimanjaro, in Tanzania (eastern Africa). Mt. Kilimanjaro is 19,340 feet (5895 meters) tall. Africa has no long mountain chains.  The lowest point in Africa is Lake Assal, in Djibouti (in eastern Africa near the Horn of Africa); it is 512 feet (156 meters) below sea level. 

Lakes: Africa's largest lake is Lake Victoria; it covers 26,836 square miles (69,500 square kilometers). Other large lakes in Africa are Lake Tanganyika, Lake Malawi, and Lake Chad. 

Rivers: The longest river in Africa is the Nile River; it is 4,241 miles (6825 kilometers) long. Other long rivers in Africa include the Congo River, the Niger River and the Zambezi River. 

Deserts: Africa has many vast deserts, including the largest hot desert in the world, the Sahara. The Sahara Desert is located in northern Africa and covers 3,500,000 square miles (9,065,000 square kilometers). The Kalahari, in southern Africa, is another large desert. 

Islands: The biggest island off Africa is Madagascar, which is near the coast of southeast Africa. Madagascar covers 226,658 square miles (587,000 square kilometers). Other islands include the Seychelles (a chain of islands north of Madagascar), the Comoros (another chain of islands north of Madagascar), the Canary Islands (a chain of islands off the northwest coast), the Madeira Islands (another chain of islands off the northwest coast), the Cape Verde Islands (off the coast of western Africa), Equatorial Guinea (off the coast of Cameroon), and Sao Tome (southwest of Equatorial Guinea).

