

Course:  Basic Information

Unit:  Time

Lesson:  Military Time
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NOTE:
Teachers with classes in military communities need to teach military time, but those in other communities probably don’t need to address it.  European countries use military time in documents like their bus schedules.  The relevance of this lesson depends on your class location and your ESL population.

Competency Objectives:
The adult learner will convert from civilian to military time.




The adult learner will convert from military to civilian time.

Suggested Criteria for Success:
The learner will convert time successfully.

Suggested Vocabulary:
zero one hundred


thirteen hundred hours




zero two hundred


fourteen hundred hours




zero three hundred

fifteen hundred hours




zero four hundred


sixteen hundred hours




zero five hundred


seventeen hundred hours




zero six hundred


eighteen hundred hours




zero seven hundred

nineteen hundred hours




zero eight hundred

twenty hundred hours




zero nine hundred

twenty-one hundred hours




ten hundred hours

twenty-two hundred hours




eleven hundred hours

twenty-three hundred hours




twelve hundred hours

twenty-four hundred hours

Suggested Materials:
A clock that can be used to demonstrate the time.

Paper and pencils or pens.

LEARN (bingo) CARDS (at the end of this lesson) and a bag of dried beans .

Military Time exercise from the end of this lesson.

Suggested Resources: 
http://www.stripersurf.com/time.html  This location gives a chart of military and civilian time, along with simple instructions for converting from military to civilian time.  This is the Internet Site of Striped Bass Fishing, but if you scroll down, military or universal time is discussed.

http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/index.htm  Under Ask Grammar, choose Grammarlogs (answers) on the drop-down menu.  Choose Volume 48 and scroll down to log #473:  Punctuation and military time.  Use a colon only when indicating seconds in military time.

http://www.pa-sitrep.com/mil-zulutime.htm.  This is a simple explanation of military time and zulu.

http://www.bmiclocks.com/military_time_format.htm.  Shows a military clock face.

http://greenwichmeantime.com/info/timezone.htm.  There are 25 World Time Zones.  Each time zone is measured from the Prime Meridian of the World at Greenwich, England.  Civilian designations are typically three letter abbreviations (e.g. EST).  Military designations use each letter of the alphabet (except 'J') and are known by the phoenetic alphabet ), e.g. Z = Zulu (military and aviation).  See the following website for the phoenetic alphabet:

http://www.uscg.mil/reserve/pubs/helmsman/alpha.htm 

http://www.uscg.mil/reserve/pubs/helmsman/time.htm.  Shows several clocks and tells how the time shown is pronounced in military time, depending on whether it is a.m. or p.m. in civilian time.

Suggested Methods:
Demonstration, Matching, Practice Repetition, Number Review, Drill Work, Games, Journal Work

Some Suggested Steps

Introduction.  Review a.m. and p.m.  How many hours are on a clock?  How many hours are in a day?  Introduce the idea of a twenty-four hour clock  (military time).  Review numbers from 1 - 24.  Let students pronounce (and spell for more advanced students) the numbers for you to write on the board.  Multiply each number by 100.

Conversions.  Show students how to calculate military time from civilian time.  (Add 1200 to the equivalent civilian p.m. time.)  Ask students to prepare a chart for 24 hours showing the civilian time and the equivalent military time. Show students how to calculate civilian time from military time.  An easy way is to subtract 1200 from the equivalent military p.m. time.

Read out a civilian time and let students write it in military time.  Check the answers.  Read out a military time and let students write it in civilian time.  Check the answers.

Matching.  Give students a pack of instructor-made cards.  For every card with a military time there is one with the same time in civilian form.  Students match the appropriate military time with the same time in civilian form.

Bingo.  Give students LEARN (bingo) cards and beans.  Explain how to play.  Call time in civilian time.  Students must convert to military time and place beans on the squares if they have the correct number.  Clean up the dried beans before you leave!

Reading a Bus Schedule.  If you have access to a bus schedule for a local military installation, use it to have students plan a trip using military time (i.e., go to the library, PX, or commissary).  For starters, use the Resource from the Classroom that is included at the end of this lesson.

Journal Work.  Ask students to pick one day of the week.  Keep a list of the activities they do that day (e.g., get up, eat breakfast, start work, shop for food, watch TV) with the civilian time beside each activity.  Write the equivalent military time at the end of each civilian time entry.  Sample:

	ACTIVITY
	TIME
	MILITARY TIME

	Get up
	6:00 a.m.
	0600 hours

	Eat breakfast
	7:00 a.m.
	0700 hours


CIVILIAN TIME AND MILITARY TIME

	Civilian
	Military

	1:00 a.m.


	0100 hours

	2:00 a.m.


	0200 hours

	3:00 a.m.


	0300 hours

	4:00 a.m.


	0400 hours

	5:00 a.m.


	0500 hours

	6:00 a.m.


	0600 hours

	7:00 a.m.


	0700 hours

	8:00 a.m.


	0800 hours

	9:00 a.m.


	0900 hours

	10:00 a.m.


	1000 hours

	11:00 a.m.


	1100 hours

	12:00 noon


	1200 hours

	1:00 p.m.


	1300 hours

	2:00 p.m.


	1400 hours

	3:00 p.m.


	1500 hours

	4:00 p.m.


	1600 hours

	5:00 p.m.


	1700 hours

	6:00 p.m.


	1800 hours

	7:00 p.m.


	1900 hours

	8:00 p.m.


	2000 hours

	9:00 p.m.


	2100 hours

	10:00 p.m.


	2200 hours

	11:00 p.m.


	2300 hours

	12:00 midnight


	2400 hours


	L
	E
	A
	R
	N
	
	
	L
	E
	A
	R
	N

	1400


	1200
	0100
	1500
	2400
	
	
	0100
	1500
	2400
	1400
	1200

	2200


	0600
	0800
	1600
	0300
	
	
	0800
	1600
	0300
	2200
	0600

	1000


	1700
	Free


	1100
	1900
	
	
	1700
	1100
	Free


	1900
	1000

	0500


	0200
	0900
	2100
	2000
	
	
	0900
	2100
	2000
	0500
	0200

	1300


	2300
	0400
	1800
	0700
	
	
	0400
	1800
	0700
	1300
	2300


	L
	E
	A
	R
	N
	
	
	L
	E
	A
	R
	N

	2400


	1400
	1200
	0100
	1500
	
	
	1200


	0100
	1500
	2400
	1400

	0300


	2200
	0600
	0800
	1600
	
	
	0600
	0800
	1600
	0300
	2200

	1900


	1000
	Free


	1700
	1100
	
	
	1000
	1700
	Free


	1100
	1900

	2000


	0500
	0200
	0900
	2100
	
	
	0200
	0900
	2100
	2000
	0500

	0700


	1300
	2300
	0400
	1800
	
	
	2300
	0400
	1800
	0700
	1300


	L
	E
	A
	R
	N
	
	
	L
	E
	A
	R
	N

	1500


	2400
	1400
	1200
	0100
	
	
	1300
	0500
	1900
	2200
	1400

	1600


	0300
	2200
	0600
	0800
	
	
	0700
	2000
	1100
	0300
	2400

	1100


	1900
	Free


	1000
	1700
	
	
	1800
	2100
	Free


	1600
	1500

	2100


	2000
	0500
	0200
	0900
	
	
	0400
	0900
	1700
	0800
	0100

	1800


	0700
	1300
	2300
	0400
	
	
	2300
	0200
	1000
	0600
	1200


	L
	E
	A
	R
	N
	
	
	L
	E
	A
	R
	N

	1400


	1300
	0500
	1900
	2200
	
	
	0500
	1900
	2200
	1400
	1300

	2400


	0700
	2000
	1100
	0300
	
	
	2000
	1100
	0300
	2400
	0700

	1500


	1800
	Free


	2100
	1600
	
	
	1800
	2100
	Free


	1600
	1500

	0100


	0400
	0900
	1700
	0800
	
	
	0900
	1700
	0800
	0100
	0400

	1200


	2300
	0200
	1000
	0600
	
	
	1200
	1000
	0600
	1200
	2300


	L
	E
	A
	R
	N
	
	
	L
	E
	A
	R
	N

	2200


	1400
	1300
	0500
	1900
	
	
	1200


	0900
	1800
	2000
	0700

	0300


	2400
	0700
	2000
	1100
	
	
	1700
	2100
	1100
	0500
	0600

	1600


	1500
	Free


	1800
	2100
	
	
	2400
	0300
	Free


	1000
	0100

	0800


	0100
	0400
	0900
	1700
	
	
	1300
	1400
	2200
	0800
	1500

	0600


	1200
	2300
	0200
	1000
	
	
	0400
	2300
	1900
	1600
	1200


	L
	E
	A
	R
	N
	
	
	L
	E
	A
	R
	N

	1900


	2200
	1400
	1300
	0500
	
	
	0700
	1200
	0900
	1800
	2000

	1100


	0300
	2400
	0700
	2000
	
	
	0600
	1700
	2100
	1100
	0500

	2100


	1600
	Free


	1500
	1800
	
	
	0100
	2400
	Free


	0300
	1000

	1700


	0800
	0100
	0400
	0900
	
	
	1500
	1300
	0400
	2200
	0800

	1000


	0600
	01200
	2300
	0200
	
	
	1200
	0400
	2300
	1900
	1600




Military Time

intermediate to advanced

You live on a military post and work at the post library.  You take a bus to get from your home to work.  There is a bus stop near your home and a bus stop in front of the library.  Use the schedule below to plan your departure time from home and arrival time at work.

	bus departure time (near your home)
	bus arrival time (in front of the library)



	0630
	0650

	0845
	0905

	1100
	1120

	1315
	1335

	1530
	1550

	1745
	1805

	2000
	2020


Example:  On Saturday you are scheduled to work at 1:45 p.m.  You will catch the bus at 1315 (1:15 p.m.).  The bus will arrive in front of the library at 1335 (1:35 p.m.).

1.     On Monday you work at 9:30 a.m.  What time will you catch the bus?_________

What time will the bus arrive at the library? ____________

2.     On Tuesday you work at 7:00 a.m.  What time will you catch the bus?_________ What time will the bus arrive? ____________________

3.     On Wednesday you work at 2:00 p.m.  When will you catch the bus? ____________ When will the bus arrive? ______________________

4.     On Thursday you work at 4:15 p.m.  When will your bus depart?______________  When will your bus arrive? __________________

5.     On Friday you need to be at work by 1:45 p.m.   When will you take the bus?_____________  When will you get to work?________________

6.     What is the latest departure time on the schedule above?______________________

7.     What is the earliest departure time on the schedule above?_____________________

8.     How long is your bus ride to work?______________

Janice L. Fisher     Pitt Community College
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