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Course:  What is an American?

Unit:  The Great Experiment

[image: image4.wmf]Lesson:  From Sea to Shining Sea

And the star-spangled banner, in triumph shall wave,

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!

Francis Scott Key, 1814

Competency Objectives:
The learners will understand the concept of Manifest Destiny.

The students will learn about the Star Spangled Banner.

Suggested Criteria for Success:
Learners will explain what is meant by Manifest Destiny and tell its effect on the United States.

Learners will add new American states to the map.

Learners will identify the author of the Star Spangled Banner and tell the circumstances under which it was written and its importance.

Suggested Vocabulary:
Northwest Territory
Louisiana Purchase (1803)




War of 1812

Florida Purchase (1819)




Texas (1845)

California (1848)




New Mexico (1848)
Oregon Country (1846)




Manifest Destiny

The Star Spangled Banner




Francis  Scott Key
Alaska (1867)

Suggested Materials:
 pens or pencils and paper

 handouts for students 

(1) Manifest Destiny (at the end of this lesson) 

(2) The Star Spangled Banner 

(3) United States maps that students can use to fill in the original 13 states and add the new states as pioneers move West.  Use handout from the end of this lesson or go to http://www.theodora.com/maps/.  Click on U and choose United States.  Acknowledge as shown at http://www.theodora.com/maps/mapuse.html.

 overhead projector and transparencies of U. S. maps at various point of Westward expansion or access to a multimedia classroom with a data projector and internet access to show Historical Maps of the United States. (At http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/histus.html#growth.html, go through the section on Territorial Growth.)

 computer(s) and internet connection for animated display of the changing United States boundaries and the addition of the states to the Union shown on  http://www.eduplace.com/kids/socsci/books/applications/imaps/maps/g5s_u5/index.html.
Suggested Resources:
Explore the many resources in the following two sites.  Be sure to type The 100 Questions in the Search box of either site.  Choose the result titled 100 Civics Questions and Answers (English version).  

· http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/citizenship   Citizenship Resource Center for the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).  

· http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis Homepage USCIS. Explore all the resources. 

http://www.eduplace.com/kids/socsci/books/applications/imaps/maps/g5s_u5/index.html  Westward Expansion.  Clickable map showing the expansion of the United States from 1783 to 1853.  
http://www.sonofthesouth.net/texas/westward-expansion.htm  Westward Expansion.  Click on the map to enlarge it.
http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie2.html  Animated movie Growth of a Nation
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~MAP/terr_hp.html U. S. Territorial Maps

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/histus.html#growth.html Historical Maps of the United States.  Go to the section on Territorial Growth.  

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/today/jun18.html#1812.  The War of 1812
http://www.usflag.org/francis.scott.key.html  The Star Spangled Banner

http://lcweb.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trm065.html  The Star Spangled Banner

http://www.ait.org.tw/infousa/zhtw/DOCS/national_anth.html  Birthplace of our National Anthem

http://www.law.ou.edu/hist/ssb.html  The Star Spangled Banner

http://www.contemplator.com/america/ssbanner.html  Star Spangled Banner
http://baltimore.org/arts-and-culture/fort-mchenry  Fort McHenry
http://historical-travels.com/2009/11/02/fort-mchenry-baltimore-md/  Fort McHenry
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/monroe.asp  The Monroe Doctrine

http://geography.about.com/library/weekly/aa031600a.htm  Fifty-Four Forty or Fight!

http://www.pbs.org/kera/usmexicanwar/dialogues/prelude/manifest/manifestdestiny.html  Manifest Destiny

http://www.pbs.org/kera/usmexicanwar/prelude/manifest_destiny_overview.html   Manifest Destiny
http://www.eduref.org  Regions of the United States of America.  Click on the tab that says Lesson Plans, then on Social Studies, Geography, and Regions of the United States of America.
Suggested Methods:
Lecture/Discussion, Map Work, Journal Work

Some Suggested Steps

Map Work.    Distribute blank United States maps and review the first 13 colonies with the students.  Let the students identify as many of the states as they can individually, then work as a class or in small groups to complete the project.

Manifest Destiny.  Explain the concept of Manifest Destiny.

Westward Expansion.  Intersperse reading from the handout Manifest Destiny with map illustrations of the Northwest Territory, the Louisiana Purchase, the Florida Purchase, Texas, California and New Mexico, Oregon Country, Alaska, and Hawaii.

Map Work.  Have students use their U.S. map and add in the new states and the year they joined the Union.  (This information is given below for your reference.)

Pennsylvania September 1787
Delaware December 7, 1787
New Jersey December 18, 1787

Georgia January 2, 1788
Connecticut January 9, 1788

Massachusetts February 6, 1788

Maryland April 28, 1788
South Carolina May 23, 1788
New Hampshire June 21, 1788
New York July 26, 1788
North Carolina November 21, 1789
Rhode Island May 29, 1790
Vermont March 1, 1791
Kentucky June 1, 1792
Tennessee June 1, 1796
Ohio March 1, 1803
Louisiana April 30, 1812
Indiana December 11, 1816
Mississippi December 10, 1817
Illinois December 3, 1818
Alabama December 14, 1819
Maine March 15, 1820
Missouri August 10, 1821
Arkansas June 15, 1836

Michigan January 26, 1837
Texas December 29, 1845
Florida March 3, 1845
Iowa December 28, 1846
Wisconsin May 29, 1848
California September 9, 1850

National Anthem.  Tell the story of writing the National Anthem.  (See the Star Spangled Banner websites listed under Suggested Resources above.)  Give students a handout with the words of the National Anthem.  Read and paraphrase the lyrics.  What does the anthem say?  Teach the tune to the National Anthem.  What is the appropriate behavior when the national anthem is played?  (All persons stand at attention.  Citizens not in uniform place their right hand over the heart.  Men should remove hats and hold them to left shoulder, hand over the heart.)

Journal Work.  “All a parent can give a child are roots and wings.”  What does this quotation mean?  In the 1800s, America was called the land of opportunity.  How do you think people felt about leaving home to settle the frontier?  How do you feel about leaving your native land to come to America?  How do your parents feel about your decision?  Why?

Manifest Destiny

In the early 1800s the United States grew to the Pacific Ocean.  People looking for good farmland moved into the Northwest Territory that was acquired at the end of the American Revolution.

The United States bought the Louisiana Purchase from France in 1803 for 15 million dollars.  The Louisiana Purchase gave the United States a port on the Gulf of Mexico.  In 1819 the U.S. bought Florida from Spain for 5 million dollars.

The Monroe Doctrine (1823) told Europe that the Western Hemisphere was closed to further colonization.

By the 1840s Americans believed it was their Manifest Destiny to expand to the Pacific Ocean.  The country annexed Texas in 1845 and California/New Mexico in 1848.  Americans living in Texas won their independence from Mexico and asked the United States to annex them.  The U.S. and Mexico fought over California and New Mexico (1846-1848).  The Treaty of Guadalupe-Hildalgo gave this territory to the U.S., for which the American paid Mexico 15 million dollars.

A treaty between the United States and Britain (1846) established the boundary of the Oregon Country, previously claimed by both Canada and the U.S.

One more small territory was added to Southern California through the Gadsden Purchase (1853).  The United States now stretched from the Atlantic to the Pacific.

In 1867 Secretary of State William Seward bought Alaska from Russia.  People called the purchase Seward’s Folly.

In 1893 the Hawaiians revolted against their queen and asked to be annexed by the United States.  Hawaii became a territory in 1900 and the 50th state in 1959.

One war during the 1800s did not change the boundaries of the United States.  The War of 1812 was fought between the U.S. and Britain over (1) free trade and (2) impressment.  Britain tried to keep the U.S. from trading with all European countries.  Britain also took Americans off American ships, claiming they were English deserters, and forced them to fight for England.  Francis Scott Key wrote the Star Spangled Banner while watching a battle between the Americans and the British at Fort McHenry.  Key had secured the release of a Maryland doctor taken by the British, but he could not return home until the attack was over.  He was on a truce ship anchored eight miles downstream from Fort McHenry.



Match the following.

	_____ bought from France
	A.  Francis Scott Key

	_____ bought from Spain
	B.  Monroe Doctrine

	_____ an independent country for 10 years before asking the United States to annex it


	C.  Louisiana Purchase

	_____ claimed by both Canada and the United States
	D.  Florida

	_____ Treaty of Guadalupe-Hildalgo


	E.  Alaska

	_____ bought from Russia
	F. England and America

	_____ revolted against their queen
	G.  Oregon Country

	_____ War of 1812
	H.  Hawaii

	_____ The Star Spangled Banner
	I.  Texas

	_____ closed the Western Hemisphere to colonization
	J.  California and New Mexico


Check your learning.

Name three land areas added by the United States between 1800 and 1900.

Who wrote the Star Spangled Banner?

What are the first two lines of the Star Spangled Banner?

The belief that Americans should expand across the continent was referred to as 
___________  ____________.

The United States of America
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