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Course:  What is an American?

Unit:  Disagreement

Lesson:  Elections and Voting

The very key to our success has been our ability, foremost among nations, to preserve our lasting values by making change work for us rather than against us.

Ronald Regan (1911 – 2004)

Competency Objectives:
The adult learner will understand the importance of voting in America.

Suggested Criteria for Success:
The learner will be able to explain the election process.

The learner will recognize and identify candidates that are running for office (if it is a national election year) or the persons who are in office.

The learner will know the current major political parties in the United States.

Suggested Vocabulary:
election

voting

candidate
political party




campaign
nominate
poll

primary




primary

registration
President
Vice-President

republican
democrat
electoral college
delegate (noun)







delegate (verb)

Suggested Materials:
pens, pencils, and paper

voter registration forms, which can be obtained at no charge from either the post office or the local library

handouts on the election process at the end of this lesson

Suggested Resources:
Explore the many resources in the following two sites.  Be sure to type The 100 Questions in the Search box of either site.  Choose the result titled 100 Civics Questions and Answers (English version).  
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/citizenship   Citizenship Resource Center for the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).  

http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis Homepage USCIS. Explore all the resources. 

http://homeschooling.about.com/od/freeprintables/ss/electionprint.htm   Election printables.

http://www.lessonplanspage.com/ This page has a lesson plan for holding mock elections in your classroom. In the search box at the top of the page, type the word elections.. On the next screen scroll down to “Michelle Hoffman Social Studies Lesson Plan” for directions on how to hold a successful mock election in your classroom.  (Explore the other results from your search, as well.)

http://www.whitehousehistory.org   In the search box, type Every Day is President’s Day at the White House and explore the resulting sites that include this nomenclature. 
http://www.eduref.org/  Click on the tab that says Lesson Plans, then on Social Studies, U.S. Government, and on any of the following lesson plans:  Voting:  A Privilege Through Registration, Voting Simulation, The Voting Game.

http://politicalhumor.about.com/od/politicalcartoons  Political Cartoons:  Articles and Resources

http://www.pbs.org/elections/kids/educators.html  Explore PBS lesson plans on elections.  
Suggested Methods:
Lecture/Discussion, Guest Speakers, Mock Election, Journal Work

Some Suggested Steps

Introduction.  Ask if anyone can explain if/how elections are held in his/her native country. You may be able to draw some similarities between elections in their home country—or lack thereof—and the American political process.

Election is a Contract of Trust.  Use the handout from the end of this lesson for class reading.  Have students circle and review unfamiliar words.  Using the 100 Sample U.S. History and Government Questions (Suggested Resources), select numbers 51, 65, and 95-99 for review.  Discuss what is meant by the statement, “Election is a contract of trust.”

The World is Run by People Who Show Up.  Voting is one of the rights and responsibilities of citizenship.  Every Vote is important.  A small number of votes can make a difference.  Every election year, city council and state legislative races are won by fewer than 100 votes.  At the heart of voting are the critical questions that government officials must answer for all of us.  Voters expect their elected officials to make their community, state, and nation a better place for all people to live.  Identify with your class some issues that government must decide on behalf the citizens.  Why do people not agree about the best decisions?  Discuss the meaning of the statement, “The world is run by people who show up.”

Mock Election.  Hold a mock election.  Create an office for learners to run for and grant the winner of the election some special privileges or a prize.  Consult http://www.lessonplanspage.com/  (see Suggested Resources above) for some suggestions on holding a mock election.

Other Ways to Make Your Voice Heard.  For students who are not U.S. Citizens, discuss other ways they may make their voice heard.  Do they have 

· neighborhood organizations that work for goals like safer streets, 

· school organizations that work with teachers and administrators for local schools, 

· neighborhood watch programs, 

· park and recreation programs, 

· special interest groups to improve things they think are important such as the environment, 

· political organizations where they can work in an election campaign, or 

· interests that lead them to write the local newspaper or public officials?

Political Cartoon.  How do political cartoons express opinions about our government officials, election process, and other aspects of public life?  Choose/collect cartoons from your local newspaper that you can use as discussion starters.  You may get ideas from http://politicalhumor.about.com/od/politicalcartoons.  Students may be interested in drawing their own cartoons. 

Critique Campaign Ads.  What does a candidate say that he/she will do?  What things does he/she stand for?

Guest Speaker.  If you are doing this lesson in the fall, there is may be a local election going on.  Find out who is running for city council, and ask some of the candidates in for a question and answer class.  Local politicians will realize that the population you are teaching is growing rapidly.  Candidates should be willing to speak to your class.  Another possible guest speaker is someone from your local board of elections.

Role Play.  See the Journal Work below.  

Quick Check.  Test your knowledge by using the Quick Check matching page from the end of this lesson.  (Answers:  C, B, D, A, E.)

Journal Work.  Do a role-play practice session of this journal assignment in class before the students go out to complete it with external interviewees.  Interview 5 people.  Ask each of them to name the current President, Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Mayor, and North Carolina Senators.  Then ask them if they voted in the last national/ local elections.  Summarize your findings.  

Alternate Journal Assignment.  Would you like to be the Presidents of the United States?  Why or why not? How would you get people to vote for you?  What promises would you make in order to become elected?  What difficulty would you have in keeping your promises?

Voting and Elections

The Constitution established a government of the people.  The people control the government by their vote.  They elect a person to represent them.  The people can change their elected representative(s) in the next election.  They can also change the Constitution (by amendment) when needed.  The basic process of selecting the President of the United States is spelled out in the U.S. Constitution, and it has been modified by the 12th, 22nd, and 23rd amendments.

Who Can Run?  The President and Vice-President are elected every four years.
            They must be at least 35 years of age, 
            they must be native-born citizens of the United States, and 
            they must have been residents of the U.S. for at least 14 years. 
            (Also, a person cannot be elected to a third term as President.) 

What Are Political Parties?  Beginning in the late 1700’s, America developed political parties, or groups of people banded together in support of a set of goals.  Political parties deal with three problems in a democracy:  (1) how to manage the number of people seeking office, (2) how to get people to vote, and (3) how to have the majorities needed to pass legislation after party members are in office.  The two main political parties in the United States are the Republican Party and the Democratic Party.

How Do the Political Parties Choose Their Candidates?  The Republican and Democratic parties hold conventions, which are large meetings attended by people called delegates from each state.  (Most delegates are selected by state primary elections.)  A majority of delegate votes is needed for a candidate to win the party's nomination.  The party typically endorses the presidential candidate’s choice of a vice-presidential running mate.

General Election.  In the general election, each candidate for President runs with a candidate for Vice-President on a ticket.  Voters select a ticket to vote for.  They can't choose a presidential candidate from one ticket and a vice-presidential candidate from another ticket.  Presidential elections are held every four years--on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November in years divisible by four.

The Electoral College.  The national presidential election actually consists of separate elections in each of the 50 states and in the District of Columbia.  In these 51 elections, the voters are really voting for electors pledged to one of the tickets.  These electors make up the Electoral College.  (In most cases, the ballot names the presidential and vice-presidential candidates that the electors pledged to support, not the electors themselves.)  Each state has the same number of electors as it has senators and representatives.

The Electoral College Votes for the President.  The Electoral College then votes for the President and Vice-President, with each elector casting one vote.  These votes are called electoral votes.  Each elector is pledged to vote for particular candidates for President and Vice-President. 

The candidate for President who receives a majority (more than half) of the electoral votes is elected President.  That candidate's vice-presidential running mate becomes the Vice-President. 

Who Can Vote?  Voting is a privilege.  To register to vote, a person 
            must be a United States citizen, 
            must be at least 18 years old by the next general election, 
            must be a resident of the county for at least 30 days before the election, 
            must not register or vote in any other county or state, 
            must not be a convicted felon.

Quick Check

Matching Exercise

Fill in the blank with the letter for the correct ending.  Use each answer once.

1. The votes that each state has in the electoral college is determined by _______

2. States gain or lose votes in the electoral college based on ________

3. Each state has two electoral votes (for two U.S. Senators) plus the number of votes that equal __________

4. Three is _______

5. What has three electoral votes but no senators or members of Congress?   __________

A. the smallest number of electoral votes any state can have.

B. the census, a count taken every ten years to find out the number of people in every state.

C. the state population.

D. the number of representatives the state has in the House of Representatives.

E. the District of Columbia.
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