


Course:  Getting There

Unit:  Finding Your Way

Lesson: Signs and Landmarks
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	NOTE:  If your classroom is far removed from your business district, the downtown walk in this assignment may require preliminary planning for transportation or for the class to meet at a pre-arranged spot downtown.

Behavioral Objectives:  Learners expand their abilities to give and follow directions.

Suggested Criteria for Success:  

 Learners give and follow directions using street names and landmarks.

 Learners complete a “downtown walk” following prepared directions.

 Learners prepare directions for a “downtown walk” using a different route.

Suggested Vocabulary:      Don’t Walk

                                             Walk With Light

                                              Ped Xing

                                              Crosswalk

                                              Intersection

                                              Jay Walking

Suggested Materials:

pens or pencils and paper

black/white board and chalk/marker

a maze for each student (See Suggested Resources.)

teacher-prepared flash cards for vocabulary

teacher-prepared directions for downtown walk

drinking straws and glue and scissors

local telephone books (maps in front)

Suggested Resources:

a map of your local community 

(Check with your Chamber of Commerce.  You may be able to secure multiple copies so that each member of the class can have a copy.  Alternately, you can xerox needed sections from one original.)

http://www.billsgames.com  Click on Maze Generator under Mazes.  Suggestion:  Use the random rectangular maze.  Set your width and height at 20 x 20.  Choose Chaotic in response to How Random?  Click on Generate the Maze.  If you want a more complex maze, increase the width and height.




http://www.col-ed.org/cur/sst/sst115.txt How to Read and Use a Map.  This lesson lets learners participate in an orienteering activity.  The students follow a map to locate specific landmarks in a given area.  If the previous internet addresses does not work for you, go to http://www.col-ed.org and click on Lesson Plans and Web Activities.  Then click on Teacher Developed Lesson Plans, then on Social Studies.  Click on Elementary (K-5) and scroll down looking for the sst number 115.

Suggested Methods:
Lecture/Discussion, Group Walk, Drawing

Some Suggested Steps

Introductory Activity.  Use the maze (see Suggested Resources) as an introductory activity.  Ask students what would make it easier to find your way through the maze.  Hopefully, someone will say something like directions, or signs, or a map.  Make your connection:  A town, city, or state is a maze.  We make it easier to find places with directions, signs, and maps.

Vocabulary.  Teach the Suggested Vocabulary words.  Draw an intersection of the board and show how the vocabulary words apply to real-life situations.

Street Signs.  Explain how street signs work, i.e., they are set parallel to the street that they name.  See illustration at left.  Ask students to draw an intersection on a clean sheet of paper and name the streets.  Make street signs from drinking straws, glue, and a sliver of paper.  Show how the signs would be placed at the intersection to show street names.

Downtown Walk.  Have students take paper, a pen/pencil, and a writing surface (clip board, notebook, pad of paper).  Give each student a set of teacher-prepared directions to follow in a downtown walk.  Use street names and landmarks.  For example:  You are going to the library.   Start at the corner of X and Y streets at the Exxon Station.  Go two blocks on X street.  You will pass a fire station on your left.  Turn right onto Z street.  The library will be on your left about three blocks ahead.  You will pass a movie theater on your left before you get to the library.

Return Trip.  Lead your group back to their starting point by a different route.  Their assignment is to make notes of street names, turns, and landmarks (probably buildings) so they can write directions of the return route when they are back in class.

Back at Class.  Give students time to write out a clear copy of the directions that each will give to describe their return walk.  Divide the class into small groups or two or three and let those in the group compare directions.  Did they spell streets correctly?  Did they all make the same turns?  What similarities were there in the landmarks they selected?  Compare class directions to the appropriate segment of town on the city map.

Discussion Question.  What makes a good set of directions?

Orienteering.  Plan an orienteering activity following the instructions in the Suggested Resources at http://www.col-ed.org/cur/sst/sst115.txt.  You may have a local historic site, cemetery, hiking trail, or city park that will work well as a base for the project.  Be sure to check with any appropriate local officials before undertaking this project.

Journal Work.  Use the descriptions given by your teacher and the descriptions that you wrote to draw a map of your downtown walk.  Make sure you end up back at your starting point!
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