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Course:  Getting There

Unit: Transportation

Lesson:  Wings, Wheels, and Rails
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Behavioral Objectives:
Learners will become more knowledgeable about transportation in the United States.

Suggested Criteria for Success:
Learners will practice reading a public transportation schedule (bus, train).

Learners will practice calling a cab.

Learners will practice calling a travel agency.

Learners will increase their knowledge about cars/car safety.

Suggested Vocabulary:
taxi (cab)
bus


airplane (plane)




train

automobile (car)

bus stop




layover

station


airport




travel agency
driver’s license

liability insurance

Suggested Materials:
 pens/pencils and paper

 three handouts entitled Means of Transportation, The Mystery at Gate 10, and Describe the Traveler (end of this lesson)

 telephone directories (Ask students to bring their directories from home.  Work is another possible resource, for those who are employed in places that recycle large numbers of telephone books.)

 copies of your local bus schedule if you live in a community that has city bus lines, or go to http://www.MBTA.com

 for the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority schedule and click on bus.  Scroll down, select route, and press view schedule.

 copies of your local Amtrack or other passenger train schedule if you live in a community that has a train station.  At http://www.bytrain.org , the NC Department of Transportation lists schedules for passenger trains, and you may go to http://www.MBTA.com for the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority schedule.  Click on commuter rail, scroll down, choose line, click on printer friendly schedule.

 teacher-selected materials from the North Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles at http://www.ncdot.org/dmv/

 or from your local DMV office, where you can get a card with Regulatory Signs on one side and Warning Signs on the other.

 other teacher-selected materials pertinent to teaching plans for Passenger Safety, Ownership, and Driving (see Suggested Resources).

Suggested Resources:
General

http://iteslj.org/questions/transportation.html is a series of transportation questions.

http://school.discovery.com  Click on Lesson Plans at the left of the page. Click on Health in the left column.  Scroll down and click on Safe Driving under Grades 9-12.

Train

http://www.bytrain.org  This is the North Carolina Department of Transportation Rail Division web page.  It includes routes and schedules for passenget trains. 
Bus

http://www.MBTA.com  This site has schedules, maps, station and parking information for the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority.

http://www.esl-lab.com/bus1.htm is a listening exercise on a Bus Schedule by Randall S. Davis that you can use if your classroom has an internet connection and a computer with sound cards.  If you have difficulty with this address, start with http://www.esl-lab.com and click on search in the left column of the screen under the heading Using ESL Lab.  Click in the circle to search esl-lab.com (rather then the whole internet) and enter bus schedule in the search box.

Driving

http://www.ncdot.org/dmv/ is the website for the Department of Motor Vehicles, and can be used to find information on and pictures of road/street signs.  Click on Driver Services, then on Driver’s Handbook to cover signs and the rules of the road.  In addition to the online DMV book, your local DMV office has a small (free) paper that shows Regulatory Signs on one side and Warning Signs on the other.
www.dmv.org Nationwide Department of Motor Vehicles Guide

http://www.nolo.com  Click on the Rights and Disputes tab across the top of the page.  Click on Traffic Tickets under Main Topics.  This will take you to What to Do when You Are Pulled Over by the Police.

http://www.csuchico.edu  Type What to Do if You’re Stopped by the Police in the Search for space.  Choose the selection produced by the ALCU.  You may be able to access this directly at http://www.csuchico.edu/pot/bustcard.html. If you have difficulty locating this site, use your favorite search engine to search for the topic What To Do if You’re Stopped by the Police.
http://www.realworlddriver.com  Real World Driver, a driving skills education program.  The materials are designed for teens, but an important point for adult learners is that the teens who have the most wrecks and driving violations have parents who are poor drivers and poor driving role models.  If your students who are parents can help their children by improving their own road skills.

Passenger Safety

http://www.madd.org  Click on MADD Programs at the top of your screen.  Then click on student programs (left side of page), then on Protecting You/Protecting Me (mid-page).  Click on About PY/PM and then on the downloadable document 5 Rules for Safe Riding for an 8-1/2 x 11 poster.

http://www.iit.edu/~smile/ph93lb.html  Seat belt demonstration lesson.

http://www.buckleupamerica.org   Click on Tools on the file label at the top of the page.  Click the Graphic Downloads tab to reveal the Talking Point Creator tab.  Click on Talking Point Creator, enter the pertinent data, and you will get a set of customized facts that you can use.

http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/programs/speedmgnt.htm  Speeding  (Use Internet Explorer.)

http://www.aaafoundation.org  Click on Projects at the top of the page.  Scroll down and click on Drowsy Driving.

Car Ownership

http://www.4insurance.com/auto/coverage.asp  Auto insurance basics

Lesson plan Basic Auto Parts by John Terrell, Cape Fear Community College.  This plan, which is included at the end of this lesson, comes from English as a Second Language:  A Collection of Lesson Plans for the Year 2000, a publication of NCCCS developed under the direction of Dr. Florence Taylor.

http://www.ncdot.org/dmv/  Click on Driver Services, then on Driver’s Handbook.  In Chapter 7, under the section on Vehicle Registration, look for Insurance and Financial Responsibility for information on liability insurance.

http://www.samarins.com Illustrated Guide for Car Buyers and Owners.  Also, view the car maintenance pages available at this site:  On the left side of your screen, under the heading For Car Owners, click on Maintenance Checklist under How to Maintain a Car.  This is illustrated with photographs for clarity.

http://www.carcarecouncil.org/index.shtml  Be Car Care Aware

Suggested Methods:
Lecture/Discussion, Role Play, Group Work, Journal Work

Some Suggested Steps

Introduction.  Ask students how to get from one place to another when it is too far to walk.  Hand out the Means of Transportation page from the end of this lesson.  How many of the means of transportation can the class name?  Put the appropriate words on the board and let the class copy them on the handout.  Pronounce each word and practice with sentences like, “I will fly to Texas next week.  My ______ leaves on Tuesday.”  Go over all vocabulary words.

Sorting.  Which of the Means of Transportation are public conveyances?  Which are private?

Calling a Cab.  Ask students to use the telephone book yellow pages to find the phone number to call for a taxicab.  Pair students to write a dialog of a telephone conversation between the cab company and a person calling a cab.  Before they begin, discuss the information that needs to be asked/given on each side of the conversation.  Let students develop and read their scripts in small groups for practice.  Then have each twosome “perform” for the class and seek the questions and feedback of their classmates.  To end this activity, develop one script—using input from all the groups.  Let everyone copy the final version.

Making an Airplane Reservation.  Another telephone activity to do with the class is have them make a plane reservation with a travel agent.  Again, discuss the information that needs to be asked/given on each side of the conversation before you pair students to script, practice, perform, and evaluate a telephone call to make a plane reservation.

Reading a Bus Schedule.  If your community has city bus lines, get copies of the schedule (or xerox from a single copy) to pass out to your class.  Practice reading the schedule with the class.  Then give students situation problems to solve as a group.  For example:  Your nearest bus stop is on Central Avenue.  You need to see the doctor at 3:00 p.m.  The doctor’s office is on Main Street.  What bus would you take?  When does it leave?  When does it arrive?  

A site to use if your classroom has internet connection and sound cards may be found at http://www.esl-lab.com/bus1.htm

.  This is a Bus Schedule exercise by Randall S. Davis.

If you have an Amtrack or other passenger station in your community, teach about reading a train schedule by using similar steps to those you used to teach about reading a bus schedule. 

Cars and Bicycles.  Ask your students how many of them have driver’s licenses.  How many of them don’t have driver’s licenses but are frequent passengers in automobiles?  How many of them have children who ride in cars?  How many own cars?  How many have car repair problems?  How many ride bicycles as a frequent means of transportation?  Based on class answers and interests, adjust your instruction to cover any/all of the following topics.  For appropriate topical internet materials, see the Suggested Resources section (above) of this lesson plan.

(1) Passenger Safety.  Cover topics like wearing seat belts; using child safety seats; not riding with an unlicensed, uninsured, or drinking driver; and responding correctly in case of an accident.

(2) Ownership.  Cover topics like car purchase, car insurance (liability is required), car maintenance (car parts).

(3) Driving  (Driver’s License).  Bicycles must obey the same traffic laws as other drivers, but bicyclists do not have to be licensed.  The ability to read and interpret road signs is important to everyone, whether they are drivers or not.  You can also review Lesson 10 on Vision Care in Domain 5, and explain how the Driver’s License vision check is conducted and how good vision is important to road safety.  For a driver’s license the tests are Vision, Sign, Written, and Road.  Cover any/all of these test topics with a broad brush or in depth according to the interest to your class.

What is Happening?  Use the attached handout to start your class writing an imaginary story entitled The Mystery at Gate 10.  Give the following (or similar) story starters:  Ask students to name the people in the picture, tell about how these travelers came to be together at this moment in time, explain where each is going and why, tell whether they are traveling away from home or returning home, account for the happy looks on their faces.  You can ask individuals to work alone, have small groups work together, make it an LEA story writing activity, or go around the room and have each student add a sentence.  The last approach can add a swift plot twist on occasion!  Whatever the approach, provide an opportunity for willing students to share the results aloud.

Describe the Traveler.  Give learners the handout entitled Describe the Traveler (located at the end of this lesson.)  Talk about forming impressions about a person from what he/she is wearing, and from what he/she carries (such as a child seat in the car, a briefcase, a book bag, a bag of dog food, a toolbox, medical scrubs).  Ask learners to look at the luggage on the handout and imagine the characteristics of the owner.  Write about each owner.  This activity can be done as individuals, pairs, or small groups.

Journal Work.  Americans have been described as being in love with their automobiles.  What do you think about this description?  How does transportation in the U.S. differ from transportation in your home country?  Is there more/less/about the same need to travel short/long distances on a daily basis?  

Keep a list of all the places you go for a week and your means of transportation to each place.

Means of Transportation
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Basic Auto Parts

NOTE:  The two handouts referenced below* are drawings and could not be reproduced here.  The vocabulary section is added to include the words illustrated by the drawings.  This lesson plan comes from English as a Second Language:  A Collection of Lesson Plans for the Year 2000, a publication of NCCCS developed under the direction of Dr. Florence Taylor.  Your school should have a copy of this collection of lesson plans, and the drawings are included in that resource.
Scenario

Students need to know the English names for basic auto parts in case problems arise with their vehicles.

Vocabulary

turn signal
bumper

hubcap

wheel (tire)
door handle

tail light
parking light

lock

mirror

hood

headlight
windshield

spark plug
tire

flat tire


door

battery


muffler

shift

speedometer

motor

keys


nut

bolt

shock absorber

washer

motor


tire iron
engine

steering wheel

oil filter
air filter

gas pump
car

parking meter

motorcycle
trailer


SUV

truck

jack

Intended level(s)

Beginner

Appropriate length of lesson

Could be done in a two-three hour class or carried over more detail for three to four class sessions

Expected student outcomes

The student will learn auto parts.

Materials/Resources needed

Handout of a car with the parts labeled; car drawn on the chalkboard to match the handout; paper, pens, or pencils

Procedure

Explain to the class what the lesson will involve.  Point to the parts of the vehicle drawn on the chalkboard and ask students to name each part.  After writing the name for each part on the board, have students write the name for each part on the vehicle drawn on the handouts.  Ask students what is the name for each part in their home country.   Have students write the name of each part in their language.

*Note:  Two handouts included.

Thanks to Judd Butler, Crossroads Café trainer and instructional designer form Florida State University, for the handouts.

Assessment

The outcomes will be measured by how well each student can write the name of the parts on the handout.

Using the visual effect on the board will catch the student’s attention.  Writing the names of the parts on the handout will reinforce the student’s ability to remember each name in English.  Writing the name of parts in the student’s native language will help with memory by association.

Comments

As with all teaching positions, ESL instructors should be empathetic to the needs of the students.

Author:

John Terrell




Cape Fear Community College

The Mystery at Gate 10

[image: image25.wmf]
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe the Traveler

Look at the bags.  Describe the person who owns each bag.
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Course:  Getting There

Unit:  Transportation

Lesson:  Means of Transportation

Lesson Objective:
Learners will be able to identify different kinds of transportation.

Learners will be able to give directions and follow directions on a map.

Learners will be able to identify adjectives.

Suggested Vocabulary:
car

van

ship

boat
airplane

van

bicycle

tricycle

train
bus

motorcycle
helicopter
trolley

horse
scooter

space shuttle
wheelchair
transportation

Suggested Materials:
Copies of the Reading, Grammar, and Dialogue handouts included at the end of this lesson.

Prepare a Transportation Word Search:  Go to http://www.puzzlemaker.com.  Click on Try Other Puzzles, then click on Word Search.  Enter the words in the Suggested Vocabulary list above.

Pens or pencils and paper.

Magazines, clip art, or other sources of transportation pictures for a collage.

Local maps, plus make any necessary arrangements to tour a historical center in your town.

Some Suggested Steps

Reading.  Use the Reading handout from the end of this lesson to build reading proficiency and learn about types of transportation.  Do the Transportation Word Search.  (See Suggested Materials above.)

Grammar:  Adjectives  Use the Grammar handout to help students learn about adjectives.

Dialogue.  Use the Dialogue handout to read and practice the dialogue in the class.  Lead your class in a study of the dialogue for content, context, and the grammar lesson (adjectives).

Media.  Use magazines or clip art to make a collage depicting the history of transportation.

Community Action.  Tour a historical center of your town using a map..

Reading

[image: image39.wmf]
My name is Elisa Chavez.  I live in the United States.  I came here seven years ago.  I came on a boat.  I live in a small town and ride the bus to work every day.  I ride the bus sometimes because the traffic is so busy downtown.  I own a red car.  I drove it to the airport.  I flew on an airplane to Puerto Rico to visit my family.  When I returned, I drove my car home.  I saw my son Julio’s bicycle parked in the driveway.  I was glad to be home again.
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Grammar:  Adjectives

red

yellow
blue

orange
green

purple
black

white

brown

one

two

three

four

five

Use the pictures to choose the correct adjective

1.
I ride on the ___________ bus.     [image: image1.png]



2.
I have a ________________car.      [image: image2.wmf]
3.
I see the __________airplane.    [image: image3.wmf]
4.
There are ____________trains.  [image: image4.png]
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5.
________is my favorite color.      [image: image8.jpg]



Dialogue

Two students, Kathy Bird and Lacy Jones are sitting in the break room at a local adult high school.  They are talking about transportation.

Kathy:
How do you get to school every day?

Lacy:
I have a car.  I drive to school.  It is a red 1999 Chevrolet.  

Kathy:
I do not have a car.   I ride the van to school.  I like to ride on the van because I get to meet other students who ride on the van.

Lacy:
My daughter rides a big yellow school bus to school every day.  It looks like a big van.  She makes friends on the school bus too.

Kathy:
Transportation is very important.  If I did not ride the van I would not get to school. I want to buy a car someday.

Lacy:
What kind of car would you like to buy?

Kathy:
I would like to buy a pretty blue car.  I do not know the name of the car.

Lacy:
Well, I hope you get the type of car that you want.

Kathy:
Thanks.  I will see you later.

Lacy:
Okay.  Good-bye.
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