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Course:  Finding a Place to Live

Unit:  Home Basics

Lesson:  Location, Location, Location
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Competency Objectives:  Learners will be able to choose housing that suits their needs.

Suggested Criteria for Success:
Learners will identify different types of housing.
Learners will identify community components that are important to consider in choosing housing.

Learners will read and explain important signs that may be posted in/around properties.

Suggested Vocabulary:
house


school


Do Not Enter

apartment

church


For Rent

mobile home

fire protection

Watch Your Step

townhouse

police/sheriff

Exit

room


recreation

No Trespassing

duplex


hospital


For Sale

trailer


library


Watch Your Head

condo


shopping center

Fire Escape

neighborhood

Danger

Suggested Materials:
pens or pencils and paper



handouts from the end of this lesson




drawing paper, colored pencils or markers




copies of local apartment guides




index cards with teacher-prepared scenarios for apartment hunting 

Suggested Resources:
Go to http://iteslj.org and click on Activities for ESL Students across the top of the screen.  Under the heading Vocabulary Quizzes, click on Vocabulary-Medium.  Scroll down to Level 4 and click on Places around Town.  You can download Flash Player Plug In for free.  Then click on Start in small type in the middle of the page.  This is a vocabulary quiz with descriptions of community places.  You can use this in class if you have internet access.  You can also get ideas for teacher-made materials to use with pencil and paper.

http://iteslj.org/questions/home.html or go to http://iteslj.org and use the search function to look for questions.  Choose Conversation Questions for the ESL/EFL Classroom and click on Home.
http://www.manythings.org  Under the heading Reading, click on Reading English Signs.  Click on the pages under Everyday Signs.  Explore the other offerings for additional materials that you may want to use.

http://www.englishpage.com/games/apartment.htm is an advanced crossword puzzle on the topic “Apartment Hunting.”  If you can’t access the puzzle directly, start at http://www.englishpage.com/.  Click on games (on the menu), then on apartment hunting (under crosswords)

http://members.aol.com/Jakajk/Oneworld.html Scroll down to ESL Lessons and click on Page One:  ESL Lessons, Games, and Resources.  Scroll down and click on Community Design Project.  

Suggested Methods:
Lecture/Discussion, Game, Group Work, LEA Writing, Journal Work

Some Suggested Steps

Lecture Discussion.  There are many things to consider when choosing where you will live.  Lead a class discussion to identify some of these.  Write them on the board.  The ideas below will get you started.

schools

safety

near other people


land

shopping
cost

near relatives


bus stop

work

traffic

playgrounds


sidewalks

yard

parks

Pair or group students.  Ask each group to rank the items on the list that the class has made (above) in order of importance to them.  When they are done, have groups compare lists.  Lists will vary.  Discuss group decisions.

Game.  Draw several types of housing on the board.  Consult the Suggested Vocabulary, but include at least house, apartment, and mobile home.  Label the drawings and get students to practice the proper pronunciation.  Divide students into three teams.  Let the teams guess which type of housing you are thinking of by the clues you give.  The winning team gives the clues for the next round.

Clues

has room for many families

can have many stories (levels)

may have a manager on site

may have a garage

just one family lives here

has a private yard

was built and brought to the present location

could be moved more easily than other kinds of housing

often is located in a park setting

Pros and Cons.  Divide students into groups or pairs.  Have them make two columns: apartment and house.  Have them come up with pros and cons for both living arrangements.  Example: apartment pros might include things like garbage pickup and cable included, pool, exercise gym.  Cons might include no pets or pet deposit and noisy neighbors upstairs.  Remember, a positive to some people is a negative to others, so allow time for debate.

Culture Comparison.  Ask your students to explain ways that local neighborhoods and housing (a) differ from and (b) are similar to neighborhoods and housing in their home country.  If this topic offers enough breadth of comparison, you may want to put together a booklet with a page from each student. Divide the pages down the middle to accommodate the comparisons.  Some comparisons could be in the form of drawings.

Signs to Know.  Use the handout at the end of this lesson to introduce a number of signs that the learner may see when looking for a place to live.  Divide the class into pairs or groups.  Assign each group the task of explaining one sign.  The members may use available resources such as dictionaries.  They may pantomime (look at the sign Watch Your Step, fake a stumble, look like “aha”).  They may draw (red X over a door for Do Not Enter).  They may use any safe and decent means to communicate.  Let the class vote on the best presentation.

Apartment Hunting.  Use the lesson on Apartment Hunting that is included at the end of this lesson.

In My Neighborhood.  Use the chart at the end of this lesson and let students identify places that are in their neighborhood or close by.  Use the same chart to have students identify places they would like to have in their neighborhood.  More advanced learners can tell places they would like in their neighborhood and explain why.

LEA Writing.  Do an LEA story about Choosing a Place to Live.  Let students copy the story and practice reading it aloud.

Community Design Project.  Follow the instructions for the community design project at http://members.aol.com/Jakajk/Oneworld.html.  See Suggested Resources above.

Journal Work.  Describe your real or dream neighborhood.  What things are in your neighborhood?  What type of housing do you live in?  What do you live near?  What do you like most about your neighborhood?

Alternate Journal Work:  Would you rather live in an apartment or a house?  Why?  Describe your dream house or apartment.  How many people live there?  Where is it located?  What color is it?
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Apartment Hunting

Scenario

Students will develop a useful, basic skill.

Intended level(s)
Intermediate

Approximate length of lesson

30 – 45 minutes

Expected student outcomes

Students will be able to locate and rent an apartment that suits their needs.

Materials/Resources needed

Copies of local apartment guides

Index cards with scenarios

Procedure

Instructor selects apartment from local guide.

Instructor writes family scenarios to include income, family size, pets, location, etc. on index cards.

Vocabulary/useful expressions are discussed for meaning and pronunciation.

Class is divided into “Apartment Hunters” and “Apartment Managers.”

Apartment managers are stationed around the classroom.

Apartment hunters visit different apartments around the classroom and finally select the apartment that most closely fits their needs.

Assessment

At the end of the activity, managers and hunters are matched.

Author:

Judy Inge

Forsyth Technical Community College

	                                 In My Neighborhood
	YES
	NO
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Course:  Finding a Place to Live

Unit:  Home Basics

Lesson:  Home Sweet Home

Lesson Objective:
Learners will be able to identify the parts of a home.

Suggested Vocabulary:
house

apartment
mobile home
building

hotel

shelter

home

bedroom

bathroom
den

kitchen

living room
dining room
window

door

hallway

upstairs

downstairs
neighbor

TV

stove

television
refrigerator
microwave
VCR

dryer

sofa

stereo

DVD

tub

couch

chair

table

shower

attic

closet

sink

foyer

toiler



basement washing machine

Suggested Materials:
Copies of the Reading, Grammar, and Dialogue handouts included at the end of this lesson.
Pens, or pencils, markers, and paper for drawing.

A location to play baseball.  Baseball equipment.

Guest speaker.  (See Community Action in Some Suggested Steps below.)

Some Suggested Steps
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Reading.  Use the Reading handout from the end of this lesson to build reading proficiency and learn about the home.

Grammar:  Common and Proper Nouns  Use the Grammar handout to help students learn about ordinal and cardinal numbers.

Dialogue.  Use the Dialogue handout to read and practice the dialogue in the class.  Lead your class in a study of the dialogue for content, context, and the grammar lesson (ordinal and cardinal numbers).

Media.  Have students draw a physical map of their homes and display their drawings in the class.  Let learners take turns showing their drawings and identifying bedrooms, bathrooms, kitchens etc.

Have a recreation day and play baseball.  Using the baseball grid, reinforce the ordinal skills with first, second, and third base.  You can also speak of HOME base since this unit is about the Home.

You can share U.S. culture in that your home is referred to as a safe place just as “home” safe in baseball.  We have many laws that honor privacy and the home as a safe place.

Community Action.  Invite a real estate broker or banker to discuss buying a home.

Reading
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The Thomas Family lives in a five-bedroom home.  Roy Thomas and his sister Sarah each have their own room upstairs.  There is a large basement down stairs.  The house has a two-car garage.  Shirley Thomas, the mother, has a private office and works from the home.  Ben, the father, puts his construction tools in the garage.  After Mrs. Thomas cooks in the kitchen, the family eats dinner in the dining room.  Sometimes they have guests, and they sit in the living room.  Daniel, the oldest brother, has a computer in his bedroom.  The house also has an attic upstairs.  It is a special place for little Sarah to play with her dolls on a rainy day.  

The Thomas family enjoys living in their five-bedroom home.  A home can be a house, an apartment, a mobile home, or anywhere there is shelter and love.

Grammar

Ordinal Numbers and Cardinal Directions

Ordinal Numbers
first

second
third

fourth

fifth

sixth

seventh
eighth

ninth

tenth

eleventh
twelfth
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USE YOUR IMAGINATION

Build (draw) an apartment with twelve floors.  Label each floor from first through twelfth.  Tell who lives on each floor.

Cardinal Directions

North

South

East

West








1





2








 3







4


Reading


Mr. Leonardo Gonzales and his wife Eliza are talking about buying a new home. 

Leonardo:
Honey, we have to get a bigger home.  This is our first apartment, but now it is too small for our two children.

Eliza:
I know.  You are right.  Can we afford a new home now?  We are paying doctors and hospital bills for the birth of our last baby.

Leonardo:
I am about to get a bonus and a raise on my job.


We will have enough money to pay the hospital bill and a down payment for the new house.

Eliza:
That is wonderful news.  I would love to have a three or four bedroom house.  I can invite my brother and his family from South Carolina to come and live with us until they find a house or apartment to live in.

Leonardo:
Wait just a minute.  We have to be sure that we are settled in our new home first.  We will need the extra room for our children.  If you invite your family they can live here, after we move.

Eliza:
What a wonderful suggestion.  You have solved two problems for me.  I can’t wait to tell my family.  I can’t wait to get our new home.



Course:  Finding a Place to Live

Unit:  Home Basics

Lesson:  Location, Location, Location

Other Signs:
Step Up

Step Down

Advanced Level Discussion/Composition:
Ask students to write a short paragraph or composition answering the following questions:

In your opinion, what makes a good neighborhood?
In your opinion, what makes a bad neighborhood?

In preparation, discuss some common elements of a community with the students.  What are the appearance and age of houses/buildings?  Is crime/criminal activity common?  Is the area wealthy or poor?  Are there lots of young people, or are the residents older?  A general class discussion should include anything that is important to the students.

Matching Exercise:
The following page is a class handout entitled Where Do You Go?  The answers are

1.  H

2.  C

3.  G

4.  E

5.  B

6.  A

7.  F

8.  D


Where Do You Go?

Draw a line from the activity in column one to the correct place in column two.

1.  to check out a book, read a magazine,


     or maybe use a computer





A.  a church

2.  to buy groceries (meat and vegetables)



B.  a school

3.  to report criminal activities




C.  a supermarket

4.  when your sick or need a physical examination


D.  a bank

5.  to learn how to read and write




E.  a doctor's office

6.  to pray or show spirituality




F.  a post office

7.  to mail a letter






G.  a police station

8.  to cash or deposit a check





H.  a library
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A church





A school





A supermarket





A doctor’s office





A bank					





A post office





A police station





A library
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Signs
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 Fire Escape





    Do Not


      Enter





  Watch Your Step
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Ordinal Numbers





The lady lives on the ______ floor.





The dog lives on the _______ floor.





The man lives on the ______ floor.





The top floor is the _______ floor.





The middle floor is the ________ floor.





The bottom floor is the ________ floor.
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Where is the building?





Building 1 is in the ____________.





Building 2 is in the ____________.





Building 3 is in the ____________.





Building 4 is in the ____________.
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