LESSON 1
MY AMERICAN DREAM

This lesson introduces the concept of the “American Dream”.

Learning Objectives:

1. Students will define their individual “American Dream”.

2. Students will define a vocabulary word using the dictionary.

Casas Competencies:

1.  7.4.5  Use reference materials, such as dictionaries and enclyclopedias

2.  7.5.1  Identify personal values

Materials needed:

1. Cassette or CD of “The House I Live In” and tape player or CD player. See http://www.sin-drome.com/danzaCD.html for a CD with a release date of 9/17/2002 by Tony Danza on the label Sin-Drome Records.

2. One dictionary per student.

3. One copy of worksheet 1-A per student.

4. One copy of song lyrics per student.

Suggested Activities:

1. Play the song “The House I Live In” as the students listen.

2. Distribute a copy of the song lyrics to each student and ask them to read along as you play the song a second time.  Discuss the themes in the song.

3. Write the word “Dream” on a chalkboard and ask students to define the word.  Distribute the dictionaries and explain their use.  Have the students locate the word dream and read the definitions.

4. Give each student worksheet 1-A and complete them as a class or individually.

5. Ask each student to share his/her personal “American Dream” with the class.

Suggested Activities:  (Beginning Level)

1. Play the song “The House I Live In”.  Then distribute a copy of the lyrics to each student.  Play the song a second time.

2. Ask the students to name any words that are familiar.  Write them on the board and review their meanings.  Add and define the following words/phrases if they were not already listed.
democracy

map

flag

races and religions

the right to speak out your mind

the dream that’s been growing

3. Discuss the new words and phrases and emphasize the definition of “dream” as “ a goal someone wants to achieve”.
4. Ask the students to draw a picture and/or write words to tell about their own “American Dream”.
5. Ask each student to share his/her work with the class.

The House I Live In

What is America to me

A name, a map, or a flag I see

A certain word, democracy

What is America to me
The house I live in

A plot of earth, a street

The grocer and the butcher

Or the people that I meet
The children in the playground

The faces that I see
All races and religions

That’s America to me
The place I work in

The worker by my side

The little town the city
Where my people lived and died

The howdy and the handshake

The air a feeling free

And the right to speak your mind out
That’s America to me

The things I see about me

The big things and the small

That little corner newsstand

Or the house a mile tall

The wedding and the churchyard

The laughter and the tears

And the dream that’s been a growing 

For more than two hundred years

The town I live in

The street, the house, the room

The pavement of the city

Or the garden all in bloom

The church the school the clubhouse

The millions, lights I see

But especially the people 

Yes especially the people

That’s America to me

WORKSHEET 1-A

“Dream”

The word “dream” can be a verb or a noun.  The song uses the word “dream” as a noun.

1. Have students underline the sentence in the song that has the word “dream”.

2. Circle the correct definition for this use of the word “dream”.

a. A series of thoughts, pictures, or feelings that happen during sleep.

b. Imagination

c. Something that is beautiful or pleasing

d. A goal that is wanted/longed for

3. List two “dreams” from the song that many people want to accomplish.
(example-“A certain word, democracy”

__________________    __________________

4.
Write about your “American Dream”

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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