Competency:  Recognize Common Immigration Vocabulary
	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students vocabulary related to immigration and the difference between “a” and “an.”

This lesson plan includes the following:

1. Immigration Pre-Test

2. Immigration Vocabulary Flash Cards

3. Immigration Vocabulary

4. Immigration Story

5. Immigration Vocabulary Matching

6. Immigration Writing Practice

7. Immigration Spelling Practice

8. Immigration Listening Activity
9. Immigration Conversation

10. Immigration True or False

11. Immigration More Writing Practice

12. Immigration Grammar: A or An

13. Immigration Post-Test
Pre-Test and Post-Test Information:  

The Post-Test is a parallel form of the Pre-Test.  Both tests assess the students’ vocabulary recognition and oral ability.  The first part is a listening activity.  The second part is a matching activity.  The third part is a grammar component.  The fourth part tests oral proficiency. 



	Approximate Time:  3 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences and understand simple rules in English.


	Vocabulary: 

citizen
descended

except

immigrant
immigrated

Native American
permanently



	Materials Needed:  Notebooks for students with lesson materials inserted, whiteboard and/or flip chart, erasable markers, eraser, flash cards, newsprint, crayons, colored markers or pens, immigration pictures (optional).



	Equipment Needed:  Multimedia computers with Internet access, portable cassette player or CD player, blank cassette tapes, and a CD or tape of Neil Diamond’s “America” (optional).


	Activities:

1.  Give the Immigration Pre-Test:

a. The first part is a listening activity.  Call out the following words.  Tell students to circle the word they hear from the choices given.

1. Native American
2. citizen
3. immigrated

4. except

5. permanently

6. native

7. descended

8. immigrant
b. The second part of the test is a matching exercise.  Instruct students to draw a line from each vocabulary word to its definition.

c. The third part assesses the students’ knowledge of the use of “a” and “an.”

d. Call individual students into the hallway or an adjacent room for the Oral Component of the test.  To pre-test oral communication, call out each vocabulary word’s definition, one at a time, to each student, and ask for the vocabulary word.  Be sure to write down his/her exact responses in the second column of the oral pre-test.  (It is strongly suggested that you use a tape recorder and tape students’ responses for future playback.)

e. Grade the students on a scale from 1 to 5 on each of the following areas:  Accuracy of Information, Pronunciation and Clarity, and the Student’s Comfort Level.  Score the students’ responses by using the following scale and record the rating in the appropriate columns on the oral pre-test:
1= student could not perform the task

2= student had some difficulty

3= student performance was fair

4= student performance was good

5= student performance was excellent

Score and retain in student portfolios.
2. Explain that the purpose of the lesson is to teach about immigration.
3. Before beginning the lesson, you may want to ask students to share their experiences about coming to America.  

4. Introduce new vocabulary.  Give students the Immigration Vocabulary.  Use and display the Immigration Vocabulary Flash Cards while introducing new vocabulary for this lesson.  

a. Pronounce the vocabulary words, having students repeat after you.

b. Discuss the definitions of the new vocabulary words. 

5. Give students Immigration Story.  Read the story aloud to the students as they follow along.  Explain in appropriate detail any new information or vocabulary words.   Write emerging vocabulary on the board for reference or review as the lesson progresses.

a. After having discussed the story, have students get in pairs or small groups and take turns reading a paragraph in the story until the entire story is completed.  Repeat as necessary.

b. Ask for volunteers who may want to read the story to the entire class.

c. Ask for volunteers who may want to tell the story in their own words.

6. Give students Immigration Vocabulary Matching and have them complete this exercise.  Review the answers orally.

7. Give students Immigration Writing Practice and Immigration Spelling Practice.  These worksheets can either be done in class or given as out-of-class assignments depending on whether the students are low-beginning or high-beginning.  Giving these as out-of-class assignments and asking the students to share the worksheets and explain the vocabulary words to a family member or friend are good ways to encourage use of English outside the classroom.

8. Give students Immigration Listening Activity.  
a. Call out each of the following words and ask the students to circle the word they hear:

1. Native American

2. citizen

3. immigrated

4. except

5. permanently

6. native

7. descended

8. immigrant

b. Review the answers orally.

9. Before going on to the next activity, make sure that your students: 

a. can pronounce each new vocabulary word correctly,
b. know the meanings of each new vocabulary word, 

c. can write and spell the new vocabulary words, and

d. understand the content of the story.

10. To practice conversation, use Immigration Conversation.
a. Read the conversation aloud to the students as they follow along.  Answer any questions students may have about the conversation at this time.
b. Read the conversation again while students repeat after you.  Be sure that you read only short sentences, phrases, or a few words for students to repeat.  Listen for pronunciation errors and correct as needed during the exercise or review difficult words afterward.
c. Students should then practice the conversation in pairs.  Instruct them to practice both roles.  Monitor conversation practice while listening for pronunciation errors.
d.  Allow students to volunteer to read the conversation aloud to the class.
11. Give students Immigration True or False and ask them to complete the exercise.  Review the answers orally.

12. Give students Immigration More Writing Practice.  This activity can be done in class or assigned as an out-of-class activity.  If done as an in class activity, walk around the room to see how students are progressing. 
13. Give students Immigration Grammar:  A and An.  Explain the grammar box at the top of the page and give examples on the board.  Make sure students understand the differences when using “a” and “an.”  Have students complete the first part by filling in the blanks with “a” or “an”.  Review answers orally.  After the students have finished the first part, have them to complete the second part.  Review answers orally.
14. Discuss with the students what they have learned.  You may also want to use some of the optional activities.

15.  Wrap-up this lesson by giving the Immigration Post-Test.  Repeat the same process used for the Coming to the United States Pre-Test.  
Show students their Pre-Test and Post-Test.  Discuss the improvements they have made and/or areas that are still weak.  If you taped their responses, let them listen to them.  Note pronunciation improvements. 



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.

3. Comparison of performances on the Pre-Test and Post-Tests.
4. Instructor generated assessment.


	Optional or Follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. Have Neil Diamond’s “America” (also known as “They’re Coming to America”) playing on CD or tape as the students come in to class. 

America (Coming to America)

Words and Music by Neil Diamond

Far
We've been traveling far
Without a home
But not without a star
Free
Only want to be free
We huddle close
Hang on to a dream

On the boats and on the planes
They're coming to America
Never looking back again
They're coming to America

Home,
Don't it seem so far away
Oh, we're traveling light today
In the eye of the storm
In the eye of the storm

Home,
to a new and a shiny place
Make our bed, and we'll say our grace
Freedom's light burning warm
Freedom's light burning warm

Everywhere around the world
They're coming to America
Every time that flag's unfurled
They're coming to America

Got a dream to take them there
They're coming to America
Got a dream they've come to share
They're coming to America

They're coming to America
They're coming to America
They're coming to America
They're coming to America
Today, today, today, today, today

My country 'tis of thee
Today
Sweet land of liberty
Today
Of thee I sing
Today
Of thee I sing
Today!

2. Make a PowerPoint presentation of Neil Diamond’s “America” and include pictures to go along with the music which you can either incorporate into the PowerPoint presentation or play on CD or tape.

3. Tell your students about the history of immigration, particularly Ellis Island.  You can include the History Channel’s webpage about Ellis Island: http://www.historychannel.com/ellisisland/index2.html.  This site has some outstanding short videos of immigrants’ “Coming to America” experiences.  You may want to take a virtual tour of Ellis Island. 

4. Invite a recently naturalized citizen to speak to the class.

5. Have students make drawings about their immigration experiences.  Post the drawings around the room and ask each student to present his/her drawing.

6. Read stories or books about new citizens.

7. Have the students write a letter to a friend, relative, classmate, etc. telling them why they want to become citizens.

8. http://www.oprah.com/tows/pastshows/tows_past_20011031.jhtml  Why I Came to America.—“ Oprah talks to refugees, immigrants, and "new" Americans who share their amazing stories about how they got here and why they came.”  While this may be a little advanced for beginners, with proper instructor assistance, it will be a worthwhile activity.

9. Questions for oral discussion or for writing exercises:  

a. Are you a citizen of the United States?

b. Do you want to become a citizen of the United States?

c. Why do you want to become a citizen of the United States?

d. What does being a citizen of the United States mean to you?
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