Competency:  Recognize and Understand the Importance of the American Flag as a National Symbol

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to recognize the United States Flag and understand its importance as a national symbol.

This lesson plan includes:

1. American Flag Pre-Test

2. Picture of the American Flag

3. American Flag Vocabulary Flash Cards

4. American Flag Vocabulary
5. American Flag Story
6. American Flag Red, White, and Blue

7. American Flag Fill-in-the-Blanks
8. American Flag Conversation Part One and Two
9. American Flag Crossword Puzzle

10. American Flag Crossword Puzzle Key

11. American Flag Grammar:  The Conjunction “and”
12. American Flag Post-Test

13. Picture of Betsy Ross and the First American Flag

14. Flag Rules and Regulations Information Sheet (Optional web page link)
15. Flag Folding Handout (Optional web page link)
16. 5-Pointed Star in One Snip Activity (Optional web page link)
Pre-Test and Post-Test Information:

The Post-Test is a parallel form of the Pre-Test.  Both tests assess the students’ vocabulary recognition and oral ability.  The first part is multiple choice with vocabulary words and phrases.  The second part is a grammar component using the conjunction “and” and commas.  The third part tests oral proficiency.



	Approximate Time: 2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences in English and be able to follow simple directions.  Students must know their primary colors.
Prerequisite Vocabulary:  

America


blue



color(s)
different
                




red



today



United States
      

white

fair

clean

brave

state(s)


	Vocabulary: 

flag(s)
13 original colonies

Betsy Ross

courage

justice

purity

represent(s)
stands for

stars

stripes

symbol


	Optional Vocabulary:

banner

fairness                      

faithfulness 

grief

honor

hope

loyalty

nickname(s)
Old Glory

rank

sacrifice

sincerity

spangled 

strength



	Materials Needed:  Notebooks for students with lesson materials inserted, whiteboard and/or flip chart, erasable markers, eraser, flash cards, pictures of American flag or a real American flag, markers, paper, scissors, and rulers.


	Equipment Needed:  Multimedia computers with Internet access (optional), portable cassette recorder, and blank cassette tape(s).


	Activities:

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Explain to the students very briefly that there are symbols used to depict Americans' shared values, principles, and beliefs. (Use language appropriate for your students' skill levels.)   Explain that one of these symbols is the American Flag.
2. Give students the American Flag Pre-Test.  

a. The first section is multiple-choice sentence completion.  Do the first question orally.  Make sure students understand that they are to circle only one answer choice.
b. The next section of the Pre-Test is the grammar component.  Have students fill in the blanks with the correct word or punctuation.
c. The last section of the Pre-Test is the oral component.  Call individual students into the hallway or in an adjacent room for the Oral Component of the test.  To pre-test oral communication, have each student, one at a time, answer the questions the instructor will ask about the American Flag.  Be sure to write down his/her exact response in the second column of the oral pre-test.  (It is strongly suggested that you use a tape recorder and tape students’ responses for future playback.)

Grade the student on a scale of 1-5 on each of the following areas:  Accuracy of Information, Pronunciation and Clarity, and Student’s Comfort Level.  Score the students’ responses by using the following scale and record the rating in the appropriate columns on the oral pre-test:
1= student could not perform task

2= student had some difficulty

3= student performance was fair

4= student performance was excellent

Score and retain in student portfolios.

3. Ask the students what they already know about the American Flag.  Write down student responses on the board or flip chart.  Review orally.

4. Show the students a Picture of the American Flag.  Discuss orally.  This is a good time to ask students to describe what they see.

5. Introduce new vocabulary.  Give students the American Flag Vocabulary.  Use and display the American Flag Vocabulary Flash Cards while introducing new vocabulary for this lesson.  
a. Pronounce the vocabulary words, having students repeat after you.

b. Discuss the definitions of the new vocabulary words.

6. Give students American Flag Story.  Read the story “The Flag of the United States of America” to the class as the students follow along.  Explain in appropriate detail any new information or vocabulary words and write these on the board or flip chart.

a. Have students take turns reading the story to the class or to one another.  

b. Have students tell about the United States flag in their own words.  Use a real flag as a prompt.

7. Have students complete American Flag Red, White, and Blue.  Ask students the names of the colors on the American Flag.  Explain that we say the colors in a certain order: "Red, white, and blue."  Tell how each color has a special meaning.  In the American Flag for example:

a. the red stands for courage
b. the white stands for purity
c. the blue stands for justice

This handout puts these terms into words the students can understand by using pictures and the following:  justice means fair; purity is clean; and courage is brave.  

Go over the pictures and synonyms for each word.  Have students read the sentences that follow and fill in the blanks with the appropriate missing letters.

8. Explain how the symbols on the flag are also important.  The American Flag has fifty stars, one for each state in the United States.  The thirteen stripes stand for the first thirteen colonies. Give the students a brief explanation of what states and colonies are.  Give students American Flag Fill-in-the Blanks to complete independently or in pairs.  Review answers orally.
9. Explain to the students that Betsy Ross is known for sewing the first American Flag in 1776.  Show the students the Picture of Betsy Ross and the First American Flag.  Note that the first flag had only 13 stars arranged in a circle.

10. Explain to the students that we celebrate the American Flag on a special holiday called Flag Day.  Flag Day is celebrated every June 14.  Show students a calendar.  Ask what day the next Flag Day will be on.

11. Ask each student to tell about his/her country’s national flag.  What colors does the flag have?  Do they symbolize anything?  Are there pictures or other symbols on the flag?  Allow students to draw their native country’s flag.  Discuss the colors and symbols of each one.  Create a bulletin board using the students’ drawings.

12. To practice conversation, use American Flag Conversation Part One and Two. 

a. Read conversation part one aloud to the students as they follow along.  Answer any questions students may have about the conversation at this time.
b. Read the conversation again while students repeat after you.  Be sure that you read only short sentences, phrases, or a few words for students to repeat.  Listen for pronunciation errors and correct as needed during the exercise or review difficult words afterward.

c. Students should then practice the conversation in pairs.  Instruct them to practice both roles.  Monitor conversation practice while listening for pronunciation errors.  

d. Allow students to volunteer to read the conversation aloud to the class.  
e. Repeat the steps for conversation part two.
13. Give students American Flag Crossword Puzzle. After the students have completed the handout, review the answers orally.  An American Flag Crossword Answer Key is provided with this lesson plan.

14. American Flag Grammar:  The Conjunction “and” teaches students how to use “and” when talking about two or more related things.  The second half of the sheet teaches students to use commas with “and” when talking about three or more things in succession.

a. Read the first instructional box to the students.  Call on individual students to read the example sentences.  Write them on the board and discuss the word “and.”  Have students to complete sentences 1-4 independently.  Review answers orally.

b. Follow the same procedures for the second instructional box.

15. Wrap-up this lesson by giving the American Flag Post-Test.  Repeat the same process used for the American Flag Pre-Test.
Show students their Pre-Test and Post-Test.  Discuss the improvements they have made and/or areas that are still weak.  If you taped their responses, let them listen to them.  Note pronunciation improvements.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.

3. Comparison of performances on the Pre-Test and Post-Tests.
4. Instructor generated assessments.



	Optional or Follow-up Activities/Ideas:  

1. Brainstorm with students some of the items that are special to them.  Have them create a personal or class flag.  You might also teach the meanings of the colors commonly used on flags so that students can choose colors for their designs.

· blue:  fairness, faithfulness, sincerity

· black:  grief; feeling very bad

· green:  hope

· orange:  strength; being strong

· purple:  high rank (like a president, king or queen)

· red:  courage; not being afraid; braveness

· red-purple:  sacrifice

· silver or white:  faith, purity

· yellow or gold:  honor, loyalty

2. Explain that there are several nicknames for the American Flag including "Stars and Stripes," "Old Glory" and "The Star Spangled Banner."  Explain the meanings of each of these nicknames and for students who do not understand what a nickname is, and give them examples.

3. Use the Internet to go to the website http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/flagpics.html and show students how the American flag has changed throughout history.  

4. Explain to the students how and when the American Flag is displayed.  You can use the Flag Rules and Regulations Information Sheet for instructor information. (This sheet can be found at www.ushistory.org/betsy/flagetiq.html.)  This is very thorough, too difficult to give to students, and should only be referred to by the instructor.  The amount of information you tell your class will depend on the level of your students.  If you have a low-beginning level class you may want to just tell them the basics.  For example:

a. The flag should be displayed on all days, especially on certain holidays.

b. The flag is displayed 24 hours a day at several locations including the White House, the Betsy Ross House, all custom points and all points of entry into the United States.

c. No disrespect should be shown to the flag.  The flag should never touch the floor, ground, or water.  If it does, explain that the flag must be destroyed by, for example, burning it.

d. There is a special way to fold the flag.

5. Show students how to fold the American Flag correctly by using the Flag Folding.  This is a good activity to teach following directions.  This information is located at http://www.usflag.org/fold.flag.html.

6. Activity: 5-Pointed Star in One Snip Have the students practice cutting out 5-pointed stars.  Use the enclosed directions.  Make sure you use 8 1/2" by 10" paper.  This is a good activity for the students to practice measurement and cut an 8 1/2" by 11" paper down to an 8 1/2 " by 10".  This is also a good activity to teach following directions and can be found at: http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/flagstar.html.

7. Take your class to see a flag displayed on a flagpole if there is a flag where your class meets.  

8. Play patriotic songs as the students come into class.  Bring in a tape, CD, or use the Internet to go to the following websites:

a. http://countrymusic.about.com/library/weekly/aa092401a.htm?terms=Statue+of+Liberty and play some of the midis for your students.  To listen to the different patriotic songs just click on the song that you want to hear.  A window will pop up that will play the music.  To choose another song just click on the next one that you want to hear.

b. Another website is: http://www.treefort.org/~rgrogan/web/flag3.htm.  This website plays The Star Spangled Banner on the homepage.
9. Follow this lesson with the lesson “Understand and Recite the Pledge of Allegiance.”

10. Computer Lab Activities:

a. Have students practice question words (Who, What, When, and Where) by taking a quiz at http://a4esl.org/q/f/z/zz87mca.htm.

b. This online quiz will review and test students’ knowledge of color words: http://iteslj.org/v/ei/colors.html.

c. Review “and” and introduce “but” and “or” to students at http://a4esl.org/q/h/lb/anbutor.html.
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