American Government
Vocabulary

	1. community
	a city or town and its people
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	2. congressman
	a member of congress elected by each state
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	3. democracy
	the government by the people; people choose their leaders by voting
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	4. federal government


	the government of a country
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	5. governor
	the leader of a state
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	6. local government
	the government of a city or town
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	7. level


	a position or rank
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	8. mayor
	the leader of a city or town
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	9. representative
	a person who speaks for a group of people, a community, or state



	10. state government

	the government of a state
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	11. vote
	the way people choose leaders
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American Government
The Three Types of Government
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The United States was built on the idea of democracy.  Democracy is government by the people.  The people of the United States help make decisions about the country by voting for their leaders.  These leaders are representatives of the people.
There are 3 levels of government in the United States:  1) Local Government, 2) State Government, and 3) Federal Government.

Each community has its own government.  This government is called the local government.  The people of a community choose their leaders by voting.  The leader of a city is called the mayor.   

The state government helps and protects its own state.  There are 50 state governments.  State leaders are chosen by the votes of the people who live in the state.  The leader of the state is called the governor.

The federal government helps and protects all of the 50 states.  The federal government includes the president, congressmen, and the judicial branch.

American Government
Vocabulary Matching

Directions:  Draw a line from the word to the correct definition.

	1. [image: image15.wmf]democracy


	the leader of a state 

	2. governor


	a position or rank

	3. federal government


	the government of a city or town

	4. local government


	the government by the people 

	5. level


	the leader of a city or a town

	6. community


	the government of a country

	7. vote


	the government of a state

	8. representative 


	a member of congress elected by each state



	9. mayor
	a city or town and its people 


	10. congressman


	the way people choose leaders

	11. state government
	a person who speaks for a group of people




American Government

Which Level of Government?

Directions:  Write the level of government that each belongs to on the line.

1. Supreme Court

Federal Government_____________
2. community


________________________________
3. president


________________________________
4. city



________________________________
5. governor


________________________________
6. U.S. Judicial Branch

________________________________
7. mayor



________________________________
8. Congress


________________________________

American Government
Your Leaders

FEDERAL LEADERS

U.S. President: ________________________________________________
U.S. Vice-President: ____________________________________________
U.S. Senators: ________________________________________________
Congressman/Representative(s): __________________________________
____________________________________________________________
STATE LEADERS

Governor: ___________________________________________________
Your State Capital: _____________________________________________
LOCAL LEADER

Mayor: ______________________________________________________
American Government
Grammar:  Their and There

“Their” and “there” sound alike, but have different meanings.

Their means that something belongs to them:


Their house is white.

Their mayor is Pat McRory.

There is used to talk about the existence of something:

There are fifty states in the U.S.


There are three levels of government.
Directions:  Fill in the blanks with “there” or “their.”

1. ____________ is democracy in America.

2. Who is ____________ governor?

3. ____________ are leaders at the local, state, and federal levels.

4. ____________ is a governor in each state.

5. ____________ is a mayor in each city.

6. I like ____________ community.
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