Competency:  Describe the Role of the President and Name the current President of the United States

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to know the name of the current President of the United States.  

This lesson plan includes the following:

1. Picture of the President of the United States

2. Picture of the White House

3. The President of the United States Pre-Test
4. The President of the United States Vocabulary Flash Cards

5. The President of the United States Vocabulary 

6. The President of the United States Story
7. The President of the United States The Prefix “Re” Part 1

8. The President of the United States The Prefix “Re” Part 2

9. The President of the United States Matching

10. The President of the United States Conversation Part 1
11. The President of the United States Conversation Part 2

12. The President of the United States Post-Test
13. U.S. Presidents Pocket Flash Cards (Optional)
14. Instructor Handouts about George W. Bush and Laura Bush (Optional)
Pre-Test and Post-Test Information:  

The Post-Test is a parallel form of the Pre-Test.  Both tests assess the students’ vocabulary recognition and oral ability.  The first part asks students to fill in the blanks with the correct vocabulary words.  The second part is a grammar component using the prefix “Re“.  The third part tests oral proficiency.  


	Approximate Time: Two hours.



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences and be able to follow simple one-step directions in English.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:  

United States                           name                               first

country                                     last                                  middle

initial                                         wife                                 elected



	Vocabulary: 

advisor(s)
Cabinet

capital

current

first lady

leader

president

serve

term(s)
vice-president

Washington, D.C.

White House



	Materials Needed:  Notebooks for students with lesson materials inserted, whiteboard and/or flip chart, erasable markers, eraser, pictures, flash cards, and prizes (optional).



	Equipment Needed:  Portable cassette recorder, blank cassette tapes, and computers (optional).


	Activities:
1. Give The President of the United States Pre-Test.

a. The first part tests vocabulary knowledge.  Students will read each sentence and fill in the blank with a word from the box.

b. The second part tests students’ usage of the prefix “re.”  Be sure students understand that they are to rewrite each sentence.  Go over the example given.

c. Call individual students into the hallway or an adjacent room for the Oral Component of the test.  To pre-test oral communication, have each student, one at a time, answer each question the instructor asks from the first column of the table.  Be sure to write down his/her exact responses in the second column of the oral pre-test.  (It is strongly suggested that you use a tape recorder and tape students’ responses for future playback.)
d. Grade the students on a scale from 1-5 on each of the following areas:  Accuracy of Information, Pronunciation and Clarity, and Student’s Comfort Level.  Score the students’ responses by using the following scale and record the rating in the appropriate columns on the oral pre-test:
1= student could not perform the task

2= student has some difficulty

3= student performance was fair

4= student performance was good

5= student performance was excellent

Score and retain in student portfolios.
2. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Explain to the students the importance of knowing the name of the president.

3. Ask the students if anyone knows the name of the current president.

4. Show the students a current Picture of the President of the United States (President George W. Bush).   Write his name on the board and read it to the class.  Have the students pronounce his name as a group and then individually.  Of course, if the current president is no longer George W. Bush, you will need to locate picture(s) of the current president.
5. Introduce new vocabulary.  Give the students The President of the United States Vocabulary.  Use and display The President of the United States Vocabulary Flash Cards while introducing new vocabulary for this lesson.
a. Pronounce the vocabulary words, having students repeat after you.

b. Discuss the definitions of the new vocabulary words.
6. Give the students The President of the United States Story.  Read the story to the class.  Explain any new information or vocabulary words.  Have the students fill in the blanks with the appropriate names.  Explain that the prefix “re” means “again” or “a second time.”  (The next handout explains this in detail.)  After having discussed the story, have students get in pairs or small groups and take turns reading a paragraph in the story until the entire story is completed.  Repeat as necessary.

7. For a grammar lesson, use The President of the United States The Prefix “Re” Part 1.  Use the instructional box to teach this grammar concept.  Have students read the examples given.  Answer any questions the students may have.  Have students complete the exercises that follow individually.  Review answers orally.

8. For further grammar practice use, The President of the Untied States The Prefix “Re” Part 2.  Review the example given.  Allow students to work individually or in pairs.  Review answers by having individual students write the sentences on the board for all to see.

9. Give the students The President of the United States Matching.  After the students have completed the handout, review the answers orally.

10. To practice conversation, use The President of the United States Conversation Part 1.  
a. Read the conversation aloud to the students as they follow along.  Answer any questions students may have about the conversation at this time.  (Be sure to have students fill in the name of the current president in Part 1.)
b. Read the conversation again while students repeat after you.  Be sure that you read only short sentences, phrases, or a few words for students to repeat.  Listen for pronunciation errors and correct as needed during the exercise or review difficult words afterward.
c. Students should then practice the conversation in pairs.  Instruct them to practice both roles.  Monitor conversation practice while listening for pronunciation errors.
d.  Allow students to volunteer to read the conversation aloud to the class.
e. Repeat the same process for The President of the United States Conversation Part 2.
11. Have the students practice in pairs asking each other "What is the name of the president of the United States?"  Write this sentence on the board and have the students write it on a piece of paper. 

12. Ask the students if there is a president in their country.  If their country does not have presidents, ask the students who is in charge of their country.

13.  Wrap-up this lesson by giving the President of the United States Post-Test.  
Repeat the same process used for the President of the United States Pre-Test. 

Show students their Pre-Test and Post-Test.  Discuss the improvements they have made and/or areas that are still weak.  If you taped their responses, let them listen to them.  Note pronunciation improvements. 



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.

3. Comparison of performances on the Pre-Test and Post-Test.

4. Instructor generated assessments.



	Optional or Follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. Have the students write a short letter to the President and actually mail the letters.  When they receive responses, have them share them with the class.
2. Use for further vocabulary development.  You may also have the students make up their own flash cards on 3” X 5” index cards.

3. Students can practice writing sentences using the vocabulary words.

4. If you have Internet access you can go to the website www.whitehouse.gov for more information on the President and Laura Bush.

5. Ask the students if they know any of the names of past Presidents and write down their responses on the board or a flip chart.

6. Use the U.S. Presidents Pocket Flash Cards (Available from Trend Enterprises or a state or local vendor carrying their products.)  to see the names and portraits of the American Presidents (past and present).  The purpose of this is to simply get across the concept that a president is the leader of our country.
7. Tie this lesson in with a lesson on “President’s Day.”

8. For more advanced students explain the different roles of the President.  Also explain how long a president can serve, what a term is, and how a president is elected.

9. Use the Instructor Handouts about George W. Bush and Laura Bush (This is available from www.whitehousekids.gov.) to explain to the students the important facts about President George W. Bush (http://www.whitehouse.gov/president/gwbbio.html) and the first lady (http://www.whitehouse.gov/firstlady/flbio.html).  This is not a handout for the students.
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