Competency:  Describe Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday
	Lesson Overview:  Upon completion of this lesson students will be able to recognize who Martin Luther King, Jr. is and why we celebrate his birthday as a national holiday.

This lesson plan includes the following:

1. Describe Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday Pre-Test

2. Pictures of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
3. Describe Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday Vocabulary Flash Cards

4. Describe Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday Vocabulary

5. Describe Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday Vocabulary Matching

6. Describe Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday Story
7. Describe Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday Crossword Puzzle and Answer Key
8. Describe Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday “I Have a Dream” Speech

9. Describe Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday I Have a Dream, Too
10. Describe Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday Post-Test
11. Referenced books or text

Pre-Test and Post-Test Information:

The Post-Test is a parallel form of the Pre-Test.  Both tests assess the students’ vocabulary recognition and oral ability.  The first part asks students to match the vocabulary words to the correct definitions.  The second part asks students to circle the correct word to complete each sentence.   The third part tests oral proficiency.


	Approximate Time:  2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills: Students must be able to read and write simple sentences in English, be familiar with ordinal numbers, and have basic calendar skills.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:  

African American

January 


someone
birthday(s) 


Monday


third 

bus



people


white

eat



ride



worked

front



sad 



 



	Vocabulary:

agree

change(s)
famous

holiday(s)
killed

laws

Martin Luther King, Jr.

speech(es)
unfair



	Materials Needed:  Notebooks for students with lesson materials inserted, whiteboard and/or flip chart, erasable markers, eraser, pictures of Martin Luther King, Jr., flash cards, and prizes or rewards for reinforcement.


	Equipment Needed:  Portable cassette recorder, and blank cassette tapes.


	Activities:  
1. Explain the purpose of the lesson (to be able to describe Martin Luther King, Jr. and why we celebrate his birthday).
2. Give the Describe Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday Pre-Test.
a. Give students the written components of the test first.  Read the directions for each section of the test.  Answer any questions the students may have.  

b. Call individual students into the hallway or an adjacent room for the Oral Component of the test.  To pre-test oral communication, have each student, one at a time, read the word on the vocabulary flash card to the instructor.  Do this for each word.  Be sure to write down his/her exact responses in the second column of the oral pre-test.  (It is strongly suggested that you use a tape recorder and tape their responses for future playback.)

c. Grade the students on a scale from 1 to 5 on each of the following areas:  Accuracy of Information, Pronunciation and Clarity, and the Student’s Comfort Level.  Score the students’ responses by using the following scale and record the rating in the appropriate columns on the oral pre-test:
1= student could not perform the task

2= student had some difficulty

3= student performance was fair

4= student performance was good

5= student performance was excellent
Score and retain in student portfolios.

3. Show the students Picture(s) of Martin Luther King, Jr. and ask if they know who he is or who he might be.  If there are students who know who he is, ask them what they know about him.  Write their responses on the board or on a flip chart.  Ask those students if they know why we celebrate his birthday. 
4. Briefly review prerequisite vocabulary, and then introduce new vocabulary.  Give students the Describe Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday Vocabulary.  Use and display the Describe Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday Vocabulary Flash Cards while introducing new vocabulary for this lesson.  
a. Pronounce the vocabulary words, having students repeat after you.  

b. Discuss the definitions of the new vocabulary words.   

c. Have students complete Describe Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday Vocabulary Matching.  Review answers orally.
5. Read aloud Describe Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday Story.  Have students follow along.  

a. Read the passage a second time to students.  Tell them to circle all of the vocabulary words they recognize.

b. Answer any questions the students may have about the passage.

c. Have students take turns reading one paragraph of the story.  Repeat as necessary.

d. Have students get in pairs and practice reading the story to one another.

6. Follow the story with a discussion about the new information learned.  Write all of the new ideas and/or vocabulary from the students on the board or flip chart.  Be sure to include all the major events that occurred from childhood until his death.

a. Explain that Martin Luther King, Jr. was famous because he helped our country change some very unfair laws and that he believed that there were peaceful ways of solving problems.  You may want to have a very elementary discussion about fair and unfair rules or laws.  Give examples of some rules that would be unfair to the students in your class.  For example, all students wearing blue can use computers but those wearing red cannot.

b. Go back to the story and reread sections about unfair laws such as a) only white people could sit at the front of the bus; b) African American’s could use only certain restaurants and drinking fountains; c) African-American children and white children could not go to the same school together or even play together in some cases.  

c. Provide a very basic explanation of how those unfair laws have changed.  Allow time for discussion if needed.
d. Explain to the students why Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday is a national holiday.  
e. Explain to students that Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday is celebrated on the 3rd Monday of each January.  
7. Have students complete Describe Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday Crossword Puzzle.  Use the Answer Key to check students' work.  (This worksheet was made with Wordsheets 5.0 software available at www.qualint.com.  There is a free demonstration version that allows 10 printings.  After that, the software must be purchased.)

8. Use the Describe Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday “I Have a Dream” Speech handout and read the excerpt from his famous “I Have a Dream” speech.  Discuss with the students what Martin Luther King, Jr. meant by his “dream”.  Explain the difference between a dream while sleeping and King’s dream which was more of a wish or hope.

9. Describe Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday I Have a Dream, Too.  Have students to write about their own dreams for the United States and for themselves.  Ask for volunteers to share their dreams with the class. 
10. Ask the students if there are any national heroes in the country they are from?  Does the country that they are from have special holidays to honor any of these national heroes?
11. Wrap-up this lesson by giving the Describe Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday Post-Test.  Repeat the same process used for the Describe Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday Pre-Test. 
Show students their Pre-Test and Post-Test.  Discuss the improvements they have made and/or areas that are still weak.  If you taped their responses, let them listen to them.  Note pronunciation improvements.


	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.

3. Comparison of performances on the Pre-Test and Post-Test.
4. Instructor generated assessments.


	Optional or Follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. Use Martin Luther King, Jr. Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.  Students may make their own flash cards by using 3” X 5” index cards.

2. On a map, show students the important places in the life of Martin Luther King, Jr.

3. Have students identify Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday on a calendar.

4. For those classes with Internet access, go to http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/mlk/man/MLKsound.html for sound files of excerpts of Dr. King’s speeches.  (The quality of these sound files is very good.)

5. Have students write a sentence or two about the thing they remember most about Martin Luther King, Jr.  Have them read their sentences to the class.
6. Bring in video clips of Martin Luther King, Jr.'s marches or other videos of public demonstration.  The video Legacy of a Dream by MPI Home Video has clips of Martin Luther King, Jr.'s speeches.  (This is available from Teacher's Video Company, or a state or local vendor carrying their products.) 

7. Read a book about the life of Martin Luther King, Jr. to the class.

8. Have students complete the worksheet about Martin Luther King, Jr. found in the Famous Americans:  Washington, Lincoln, and King Vol. 1 pages 23 - 29.  (This is available from Remedia Publications or a state or local vendor carrying their products.)  These worksheets teach sentence completion, math, abbreviations, definitions, and fact/opinion.

9. Have students complete the worksheet about Martin Luther King Jr. found in the Famous Americans:  Washington, Lincoln, and King Vol. 2 pages 23 - 27.  (This is available from Remedia Publications or a state or local vendor carrying their products.)  These worksheets include writing paragraphs, name search, and creative writing. 

10. For more information on Martin Luther King, Jr., read to the students the handout found in the workbook Daily Comprehension:  January pages 29 - 30.  (This is available from Remedia Publications or a state or local vendor carrying their products.)  The workbook includes a brief summary of Martin Luther King, Jr.'s life and a crossword puzzle.
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