Competency:  Provide His/Her Marital Status and Title

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is for the student to be able to write, speak and read his/her marital status and title and to know the importance of communicating this information accurately especially when completing forms and/or on various kinds of interviews.

This lesson plan includes:

1. Marital Status and Title Pre-Test 

2. Marital Status and Title Vocabulary Flash Cards

3. Marital Status and Title Vocabulary 

4. Marital Status and Title Vocabulary Matching

5. Marital Status and Title Write Your Marital Status and Title
6. Marital Status and Title Interview Sheet

7. Marital Status and Title Grammar:  Contractions Using Am, Is, and Are

8. Marital Status and Title Conversation
9. Marital Status and Title Listening Activity
10. Marital Status and Title Post-Test

11. Referenced books or text
Pre-Test and Post-Test Information:

The Post-Test is a parallel form of the Pre-Test.  Both tests assess the students’ vocabulary recognition and oral ability.  The first part is multiple choice with vocabulary words and phrases.  The second part tests oral proficiency.  



	Approximate Time: 2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple words in English.  They must be able to recognize numbers 1-9 and 0.  

Prerequisite Vocabulary:

address(es)
city (cities)
female(s)
gender

male(s)
my

name(s)
number(s)
state(s)
telephone number(s)
your

zip code(s)


	Vocabulary: 

divorced

husband

marital status

married

Miss

Mr.

Mrs. 

Ms. 

single

spouse

widowed

wife



	Materials Needed:  Notebooks for students with lesson materials inserted, whiteboard and/or flip chart, erasable markers, eraser, flash cards, and prizes or rewards for reinforcement.



	Equipment Needed:  Portable cassette recorder, and blank cassette tape(s).


	Activities:

1. Before beginning Marital Status and Title, review Name, Address, and Telephone Number and Gender.  Introduce yourself to each student by saying “My name is __________” and ask “What is your name?”  Ask students randomly “What is your address?,” What is your zip code?,” What is your phone number?,”  "What is your gender?," "Are you a woman?," Are you a man?" etc.

2. Explain the purpose of the lesson and of pre-testing.  As much as possible, given the language barrier, explain how pre-testing and post-testing will be used.  

3. Give each student Marital Status and Title Pre-Test.  The first part of the test is written.  
Call individual students into the hallway or an adjacent room for the Oral Component of the test.  To pre-test oral communication, have each student, one at a time, tell the instructor his/her marital status, and title.  Be sure to write down his/her exact responses in the second column of the oral pre-test.  (It is strongly suggested that you use a tape recorder and tape students’ responses for future playback.)
Grade the students on a scale from 1 to 5 on each of the following areas:  Accuracy of Information, Pronunciation and Clarity, and Student’s Comfort Level.  Score the students’ responses by using the following scale and record the rating in the appropriate columns on the oral pre-test. 

1=student could not perform the task

2=student had some difficulty

3=student performance was fair

4=student performance was good

5=student performance was excellent

Score and retain in student portfolios.

4. Introduce new vocabulary.  Give students the Marital Status Vocabulary.  Use and display the Marital Status Vocabulary Flash Cards while introducing new vocabulary for this lesson. 

a. Pronounce the vocabulary words, having students repeat after you.
b. Discuss the definitions of the new vocabulary words.
c. Give students Marital Status Vocabulary Matching.  After the students have completed the handout, review the answers orally.
5. Discuss to the extent appropriate why it is important to report information about marital status and title correctly.
6. Ask each student individually what his/her marital status and title are.
7. Have students practice saying their marital status and title by randomly asking students, "What is your marital status?”,  “Are you married?”, “Are you a divorced?”, “Are you widowed?”, “Are you a single?”   "What is your title?”, and so on.
8. Explain that sometimes abbreviations are used for marital status.  Also explain that titles are written in abbreviation form.  Have the students write their marital status and the abbreviation for their marital status.  Give examples on the board or flip chart.  For example:
married     M

single        S

divorced    D

widowed   W

9. Have students write their marital status and check the correct marital status box using the Marital Status and Title Write Your Marital Status and Title.
10. To practice listening, speaking, and writing, have students interview one another using the Marital Status and Title Interview Sheet.  Make sure that they have the opportunity to move around the room to conduct their "interviews".  The students should ask the questions on the interview sheet and write down the answers of the students they interviewed.  Students should respond in complete sentences to the questions, e.g. “Are you married?”  “No, I am not married.  I am single.”  The students will need an interview sheet for each person they interview.

11. Using the Marital Status and Gender Grammar:  Contractions Using Am, Is, and Are, explain these contractions to the students.  Give additional examples as necessary.  Have students complete the exercises that follow.  You may have them work in pairs if some find this activity too difficult.  When students are finished review their answers orally. 
12. To practice conversation, use Marital Status and Title Conversation.
a. Read the conversation aloud to the students as they follow along.  Answer any questions students may have about the conversation at this time.
b.  Read the conversation again while students repeat after you.  Be sure that you read only short sentences, phrases, or a few words for students to repeat.  Listen for pronunciation errors and correct as needed during the exercise or review difficult words afterward.

c.  Students should then practice the conversation in pairs.  Instruct them to practice both roles.  Monitor conversation practice while listening for pronunciation errors.

d.  Allow students to volunteer to read the conversation aloud to the class.
13. Using Marital Status and Title Listening Activity read each vocabulary word aloud and have the students circle the correct word.  Review orally as a class.

a. Call out the following words:

1. married

2. widowed

3. husband

4. marital status

5. WIFE

6. spouse

7. single

8. divorced

9. Mrs.

14. Wrap-up this lesson by giving the Marital Status and Title Post-Test.  Repeat the same process used for the Marital Status and Title Pre-Test.

Show students their Pre-Test and Post-Test.  Discuss the improvements they have made and/or areas that are still weak.  If you taped their responses, let them listen to them.  Note pronunciation improvements.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.

3. Comparison of performances on the Pre-Test and Post-Test.

4. Instructor generated assessments.



	Optional or follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. Life Prints ESL for Adults 1, New Readers Press, "Married or Single?", page 27.

2. The Oxford Picture Dictionary, Oxford University Press, “Personal Information”, page 4.

3. Students can practice writing sentences using the vocabulary words.

4. Have students practice writing their marital statuses and titles on different forms.

5. Have students role-play a doctor's office scenario of a receptionist asking for a patient's name, address, phone number, gender, marital status and title.  The "receptionist" writes down the personal information as the "patient" says it, then shows the person the written information and asks, "Is this right?"  

6. Ask the marital status and title of family members, teachers, friends etc.
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