Competency:  Understand the basic Rights of being a United States Citizen
	Lesson Objectives: To teach students the basic rights of citizens of the United States, related vocabulary, and grammar concepts.
This lesson plan includes the following:  
1. Rights of United States Citizens Pre-Test

2. Rights of United States Citizens Vocabulary Flash Cards
3. Rights of United States Citizens Vocabulary

4. Rights of United States Citizens Story

5. Rights of United States Citizens Vocabulary Matching

6. Rights of United States Citizens Writing Practice

7. Rights of United States Citizens Spelling Practice

8. Rights of United States Citizens Writing Exercise

9. Rights of United States Citizens Listening Activity

10. Rights of United States Citizens Conversation

11. Rights of United States Citizens Grammar:  Regular Past Tense Verbs

12. Rights of United States Citizens Post-Test

13. Referenced books and text

Pre-Test and Post-Test Information:

The Post-Test is a parallel form of the Pre-Test.  Both tests assess the students’ vocabulary recognition and oral ability.  The first part is a listening activity asking students to circle the word that the teacher calls out.  The second part is a matching exercise using vocabulary words and definitions.  The third part is a grammar component.  The fourth part tests oral proficiency.



	Approximate Time:  3 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences in English.  The lesson plans “What is a United States Citizen”, and “Two Ways to Become a United States Citizen” should be taught before starting this lesson.


	Vocabulary: 

apply

deport(ed)
personal reason(s)
travel

vote



	Materials Needed:  Notebooks for students with lesson materials inserted, whiteboard and/or flip chart, erasable markers, eraser, flash cards, and prizes for reinforcement.


	Equipment Needed:  Portable cassette recorder, and blank cassette tapes.


	Activities:

NOTE:  The rights mentioned in this lesson do not include the rights listed in the Bill of Rights, which extend to non-citizens in the United States as well as citizens.  It is certainly appropriate to extend the lesson by including information about the Bill of Rights.

1. Give the Basic Rights of United States Citizens Pre-Test.
a. Part one is a listening activity.  Call out the following words.  Tell students to circle the word they hear from the choices given.

1. travel

2. deport
3. vote

4. apply

5. personal

6. travel

7. reason
8. personal reason
b. Part two of the test is a matching exercise.  Instruct students to draw a line from each vocabulary word to its definition.

c. Part three assesses the students’ knowledge of the use of past tense verbs.
d. Part four is the Oral Component of the test. Call individual students into the hallway or an adjacent room for this part of the test.  To pre-test oral communication, call out each vocabulary word’s definition, one at a time, and ask the student for the vocabulary word.  Be sure to write down his/her exact responses in the second column of the oral pre-test.  (It is strongly suggested that you use a tape recorder and tape their responses for future playback.)  
e. Grade the students on a scale from 1 to 5 on each of the following areas:  Accuracy of Information, Pronunciation and Clarity, and the Student’s Comfort Level.  Score the students’ responses by using the following scale and record the rating in the appropriate columns on the oral pre-test: 

1= student could not perform the task

2= student had some difficulty

3= student performance was fair

4= student performance was good

5= student performance was excellent

Score and retain in student portfolios.
2. Explain the purpose of the lesson; to understand the rights of a citizen of the United States.
3. Before beginning the lesson, you may want to review the previous chapter(s).  You may also ask your students what rights they think United States citizens have.  Facilitate a discussion about this and put important terms on the board to refer to or review as the lesson progresses.  

4. Introduce new vocabulary.  Give students the Rights of United States Citizens Vocabulary.  Use and display the Rights of United States Citizens Vocabulary Flash Cards while introducing new vocabulary for this lesson. 
a. Pronounce the vocabulary words, having students repeat after you.

b. Discuss the definitions of the new vocabulary words.

5. Give the students Rights of United States Citizens Story.  Read the story aloud to the students as they follow along.  Explain in appropriate detail any new information or vocabulary words. 

a. After having discussed the story, have students get in pairs or small groups and take turns reading a paragraph in the story until the entire story is completed.  Repeat as necessary.

b. Ask for volunteers who may want to read the story to the entire class.

c. Ask for volunteers who may want to tell the story in their own words.

6. Give students Rights of United States Citizens Vocabulary Matching and have them complete this exercise.  Review the answers orally.

7. Give students Rights of United States Citizens Writing Practice and Rights of United States Citizens Spelling Practice.  These worksheets can either be done in class or given as out-of-class assignments depending on whether the students are low-beginning level or high-beginning level.  Giving these as out-of-class assignments, and asking the students to share the worksheets and explain the vocabulary words to a family member or friend are good ways to encourage use of English outside the classroom.

8. Give students Rights of United States Citizens Writing Exercise and ask that they complete the exercise.  When all students are finished, have them share their answers with the group.

9. Give students Rights of United States Citizens Listening Activity.  orally.
a. Call out a word and ask the students to circle the word they hear.  Review the answers.
1. travel

2. deport

3. vote

4. apply

5. personal

6. travel

7. reason

8. personal reason

10. Before going on to the next activity, make sure that your students: 

i. can pronounce each new vocabulary word correctly,

ii. know the meaning of each new vocabulary word, 

iii. can write and spell the new vocabulary words, 

iv. understand the content of the story.

11. To practice conversation, use Rights of United States Citizens Conversation.  
a. Read the conversation aloud to the students as they follow along.  Answer any questions students may have about the conversation at this time.
b. Read the conversation again while students repeat after you.  Be sure that you read only short sentences, phrases, or a few words for students to repeat.  Listen for pronunciation errors and correct as needed during the exercise or review difficult words afterward.
c. Students should then practice the conversation in pairs.  Instruct them to practice both roles.  Monitor conversation practice while listening for pronunciation errors.
d.  Allow students to volunteer to read the conversation aloud to the class.
12. For a grammar lesson, use Rights of Unites States Citizens Grammar: Regular Past Tense Verbs.  The first instructional box explains that regular past tense verbs end in “-ed.”  Have students complete the exercises that follow.  Review answers orally.  The second instructional box says that if a present tense regular verb ends in “e,” you simply add a “d” to form the past tense.  Have students complete the exercises that follow.  Review answers orally.  The third instructional box explains how to form the past tense in regular verbs that end in “y.”  Have students complete the exercises that follow.  Review answers orally.
13. Wrap up this lesson by giving Rights of United States Citizens Post-Test.  Repeat the same process used for the Rights of the United States Citizen Pre-Test.
Show students their Pre-Test and Post-Test.  Discuss the improvements they have made and/or areas that are still weak.  If you taped their responses, let them listen to them.  Note pronunciation improvements. 


	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.

3. Comparison of performances on the Pre-Tests and Post-Tests.
4. Instructor generated worksheets.



	Optional or Follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. Ben’s Guide to U.S. Government for Kids website located at: http://bensguide.gpo.gov/6-8/index.html.  (Even though this website is for kids, it has materials that are appropriate for adult learners.)  This website has leveled web pages about the Bill of Rights and rights of United States Citizens.

2. Follow-up this lesson plan with a lesson on the Bill of Rights.

3. Invite an elected official to class to give more information about the rights of United States citizens.

4. The Oxford Picture Dictionary, by Oxford University Press, “U.S. Government and Citizenship”, page 116.  This page reviews the branches of government, citizenship application requirements, and the rights and responsibilities of U.S. citizens.

5. The Oxford Picture Dictionary Beginning Workbook, by Oxford University Press, “U.S. Government and Citizenship”, page 116.
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