Competency:  Understand Terms of Leases and Rental Agreements

	Lesson Overview:  Students will learn vocabulary associated with leases and rental agreements so that they will be able to read and understand them.

This lesson plan includes:

1. Leases and Rental Agreements Vocabulary 

2. Terms of Leases & Rental Agreements Crossword Puzzle 

3. Terms of Leases & Rental Agreements Crossword Puzzle Answer Key 

4. A Sample Lease Agreement Reading Comprehension 
5. Move In and Move Out Inspections Vocabulary (Optional)

6. Move In and Move Out Inspections Sheet (Optional Activity)

7. Photos of Damage (Optional Activity)

8. Terms of Leases and Rental Agreements Vocabulary Flash Cards

9. Referenced text and materials



	Approximate Time:  1 hour



	Prerequisite Skills: Students should know how to read in English and should have completed the lesson plan entitled “Understand Purchasing and Leasing” before attempting this unit.
Prerequisite Vocabulary:
allow(ed)

permit(ed)

break a lease
pet(s)

condition(s)

rent
contract(s)

repair(s)

deposit(s)

rule(s)

expiration  (expires)

sign a lease
fee(s)

tenant(s)

lease agreement(s)

term(s)

lease(s)



	Vocabulary:  
damage(s)
evict(ed)
lessee(s)
lessor(s)
monthly rental amount

nonpayment

nonrefundable

pet fee(s)
premises

rental agreement(s)
security deposit

vacate(s)


	Optional Vocabulary:

broken

dent(s)

hole(s)

move in inspection

move out inspection

paint is peeling off

spot

stains

isn’t working

aren’t working

doesn’t work



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard and/or flip chart, dry erase markers, handout, flash cards, and photos.


	Equipment Needed: None


	Activities:

1.
Have the new vocabulary words written on the board when the students arrive for class.

2.
Explain the purpose of the lesson.

3.
Introduce new vocabulary.

a.
Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and have the students repeat the words in unison.
b.
Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and ask individual students to repeat the word.  Repeat until the students can pronounce the words well.

4.  Introduce the meanings of the vocabulary words by giving students a copy of Terms of Leases and Rental Agreements Vocabulary and carefully reviewing the meaning of each word.  Orally work on pronunciation and sentences with each vocabulary word.

5.  For more vocabulary practice, give students Terms of Leases and Rental Agreements Crossword Puzzle. Have the students work on this activity individually.  Review the answers orally as a group.  A Terms of Leases and Rental Agreements Crossword Puzzle Answer Key has been provided with this lesson plan.

6. For reading practice and vocabulary development use A Sample Lease Agreement Reading Comprehension.  Ask students if they have ever signed a lease agreement.  Did they understand it? How did they feel? Have students take turns reading the sample lease agreement aloud.  Pause after each paragraph and practice words they had trouble pronouncing while reading.  Ask if there are questions after each paragraph.  Have students answer the questions that follow individually or in pairs.  Circulate and offer help.  Review answers orally as a group.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:
1. Teacher observation of students’ participation. 
2. Evaluation of student worksheets.



	Follow-up Activities:

1. Use Terms of Leases and Rental Agreements Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.   Students may make their own flash cards using 3” X 5” index cards.

2. Write the optional vocabulary words on the board.  Go over the pronunciation of each word by asking students to listen and repeat each word.  Give students Move In and Move Out Inspections Vocabulary.  Read the definitions and sample sentences.  Discuss each word or phrase.  Answer any questions the students may have.

3. Give each student Move In and Move Out Inspection Sheet.  For this activity, students should work in groups.  Give each group 3 or 4 Photos of Damages to a rented dwelling.  Tell students to write about the damage they see in the photos on the Move In and Move Out Inspection sheet.  Tell them to be sure to include as much detail as possible, such as what is damaged, how it is damaged, etc.  
4. Oxford Picture Dictionary, by Oxford University Press, “Finding a Home,” page 35.  Teaches vocabulary related to finding a home and signing a lease.  This lesson also includes a listening activity entitled “Looking To Buy”.



2002-2003 ESL Special Project



Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute

Basic Skills Department

Competency:  Understand Terms of Leases and Rental Agreements

4

