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Saint Patrick’s Day

Saint Patrick’s Day is an old Irish holiday.  It is celebrated in honor of the Saint Patrick the patron saint of Ireland.  Saint Patrick was a very kind man who helped many Irish people.  He set up schools and churches in Ireland over 1500 years ago.  We celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day on March 17th because that is the day that Saint Patrick died.
Saint Patrick's Day is celebrated all over the world.  There are many traditions that people do on this special day.  Many towns and cities have a Saint Patrick's Day parade.  Some people sing Irish songs and dance to Irish music.  Some people wear green on this day.  Many children will pinch you if you forget to wear green on St. Patrick’s Day.

The green shamrock is a symbol of Saint Patrick and Ireland.  The Irish believe a shamrock brings good luck.

One legend is about the leprechaun.  A leprechaun is a small make-believe person in Irish stories who knows about secret treasures.  The legend says that if you catch a leprechaun, he will lead you to his pot of gold.  

[image: image2.wmf]Another legend is that there is a pot of gold at the end of the rainbow.
