Competency:  Write an Excuse for a School Absence
	Lesson Overview:   Students will learn to write an excuse for a school absence, learn related vocabulary, and practice the past tense.

This lesson includes:

1. Writing an Excuse for a School Absence Vocabulary 

2. Writing an Excuse for a School Absence Vocabulary Matching

3. Writing a School Excuse/Changing Present Tense to Past Tense

4. Writing an Excuse for a School Absence Situation Cards

5. Writing an Excuse for a School Absence Vocabulary Flash Cards



	Approximate Time:  2 hours

	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read simple sentences and follow simple oral and written directions.  Students must have some experience with past tense verbs and be able to recognize common medical terms, ordinal numbers, months of the year, and days of the week.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:

a toothache




common illnesses

common medical terms

days of the week

earache

had a stomachache

had to go to the doctor/dentist

lice





months of the year

strep throat

the chicken pox




the flu

was not feeling well




was running a fever

was sick





was throwing up 



	Vocabulary:

absent





assignments 

death in the family



excuse




homework





note






tardy



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flipchart, erasable markers, handouts and prizes (optional).



	Equipment Needed:  None



	Activities:  

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Explain to the students the importance of writing an excuse for a school absence.

2. Go over new vocabulary.  You may want to write the words on the flip chart/white board.

a. Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and have students pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.  Repeat until the students can pronounce the words well. 

b. Give students the handout Writing an Excuse for a School Absence Vocabulary.  Carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.  

3. Give students the handout Writing an Excuse for a School Absence Vocabulary Matching.  Review the answers orally.

4. Give each student a copy of the handout Writing A School Excuse/Changing Present Tense to Past Tense.   Students will read each excuse and change the underlined words from present to past tense.  For added practice, have the students write the corrected excuse on another sheet of paper.

5. Print a copy of the Writing an Excuse for a School Absence Situation Cards, cut them apart, and put them in a bag. Invite students to draw a situation card from the bag and write a school excuse based on the reason they drew.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1.  Teacher observation of students’ participation.

2.  Evaluation of student worksheets.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Have a school nurse come to class and give a presentation and/or answer students’ questions.

2. Use Writing an Excuse for a School Absence Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.  You may also have the students make up their own flash cards on 3” X 5” index cards.

3. Obtain a copy of a school’s student handbook.  Photocopy the section that deals with student absences.  Distribute copies to your students for them to read and discuss.

4. This lesson can be easily adapted for those students who do not have children in school.  Just help them plan what they would say to their boss if they had to miss work.
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