Competency:  Recognize Common Safety or Warning Signs

	Lesson Overview:  In this lesson, students will learn to recognize common safety and warning signs and learn to tell what they mean.  

This lesson plan includes:

1. Safety Signs Vocabulary

2. Safety Signs Pictures

3. Safety Signs Vocabulary Matching

4. Safety Signs PowerPoint Presentation

5. Safety Signs Secret Message Puzzle

6. Safety Signs Secret Message Puzzle Answer Key

7. Traffic Signs Game (optional)



	Approximate Time:  2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills: Student should be able to read and write simple sentences.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:

bicycle(s)

caution

enter/entering

highway(s)

lane(s)

merge/merging

road(s)

sign(s)

slow

speed

train

turning off

unpaved

vehicle(s)

watch



	Vocabulary:

Optional Vocabulary:

Bicycle Crossing

Bike Route

Crossroads Ahead

Dead End / No Outlet

Merging Traffic

Do Not Enter

No Passing Zone

Exit

Pedestrian Crossing

Handicapped

Railroad Crossing

Hospital

School Crossing

Interstate

Sharp Curve Ahead

No Parking

Side Road Ahead

No Right Turn

Slippery When Wet

No U-Turn

Soft Shoulder

One Way

Traffic Light Ahead

Speed Limit

Two-Way Traffic

Stop Sign

turning lane(s)

Yield Sign



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flipchart, erasable markers, handouts, Safety Signs PowerPoint presentation disk, Safety Signs PowerPoint Presentation slides, Safety Signs Vocabulary flash cards, and prizes (optional).



	Equipment Needed:  Laptop computer with projection unit or Desktop computer 



	Activities:

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Explain the importance of recognizing safety and warning signs.
2. Introduce new vocabulary.  

a. Have the new vocabulary written on the board before class begins.  Pronounce the new vocabulary words one and a time and have the students repeat the words in unison.
b. Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and ask individual students to repeat the word.  Repeat until the students can pronounce the words well.
c. Provide each student with the Safety Signs Vocabulary.  Go over each vocabulary definition carefully.  Make sure that students understand what each word means.  Show the class a picture of each safety sign using the Safety Signs Pictures.  After practicing the names of the safety signs several times, ask the class to name the safety sign in unison as you hold up each picture.  Also ask individual students to name the safety sign picture that you show.

d. Give the students Safety Signs Vocabulary Matching.  Have the students work individually on this exercise.  Review answers orally.

3. Show the PowerPoint presentation entitled “Safety Signs.”  Each slide will show a sign, its name, and a brief explanation.  Students may choose to write the explanations on their vocabulary sheet beside each sign, so allow enough time before advancing to the next slide.  Practice the pronunciation of each sign by having the students repeat the names several times.

3. Concentration Game. Print the PowerPoint slides on index stock paper and cut them in half, separating the picture of each sign and its name.  Have students play Concentration in pair or in groups of three or four.  They must match the sign with its name and explanation and read it aloud.

4. Give each student a copy of the Safety Signs Secret Message Puzzle.  Students will read a description of a sign and fill in the name in the boxes.  At the bottom of the sheet is a secret message that can be decoded by filling in the boxes with the corresponding letters from the names of the signs.  Check answers as a class.  A Safety Signs Secret Message Puzzle Answer Key has been provided.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Teacher observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of student worksheets.



	Follow-up Activities:

1. Oxford Picture Dictionary, by Oxford University Press, “Directions and Traffic Signs,” page 107.  This teaches directional skills and some additional traffic signs.  

2. Oxford Picture Dictionary Intermediate Workbook, by Oxford University Press, “Directions and Traffic Signs,” page 107.  This tests the students’ directional skills, and allows them to complete a small portion of the written part of a driver’s license test.

3. Use Safety Signs Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.

4. In groups of 3-4, allow students to play the board game entitled “Traffic Signs.”  This game combines both the traffic and safety signs vocabulary.  You will need to print a copy of the board games and put them together.  The Traffic Signs board game was created with the Microsoft Publisher program.

5. Obtain copies of the North Carolina Division of Motor Vehicles Driver’s Manual.  Teach the names and meanings of other signs that were not included in this lesson.

6. Take pictures of unusual signs with a digital camera and show them in class.  Students may enjoy taking pictures as well.
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