What to Do After a Car Accident Reading Comprehension

Directions:  Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

What to Do After a Car Accident


Thousands of people are involved in car accidents every year in the United States.  Here are some tips to follow if you are one of these unfortunate people.


The most important thing is to stay calm.  Call the police and report the accident.  If you have been involved in a hit and run accident, try to get the driver’s license plate number.  If anyone is hurt, call 911.


It is important that you call the police so that a police report can be written.  Most insurance companies won’t pay for damages unless there is a police report.  Also, a citation may need to be written for drivers who have broken traffic laws.


Be ready to give your exact location when you call.  Know street and highway names.  Give a number where you can be reached.


While you are waiting for the police to arrive, take notes about what happened.  Write down a description of the other vehicle(s) involved.  Write down the names of everyone involved in the accident.  If possible, take pictures of the accident scene.


When the police arrive, calmly tell them what happened.  Be sure to get the following information from the driver of the other vehicle: name, address, phone number, insurance company name, and license plate number.
Questions:

1. Why is it important to call the police after an accident?

2. What information should you be ready to give when you call to report an accident?

3. What should you do if you have been involved in a hit-and-run accident?

4. What information about the driver of the other vehicle should you get?

