Competency:  Understand Police Departments

	Lesson Overview:  Students will learn vocabulary associated with police departments, while gaining an understanding of the police department’s role in the community. 

This lesson plan includes:

1. Understand Police Departments Vocabulary 
2. Understand Police Departments Vocabulary Matching
3. Understand Police Departments Reading Comprehension
4. Understand Police Departments Vocabulary Flash Cards



	Approximate Time:  2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences and follow directions in English.  

Prerequisite Vocabulary:

call(s)
community  (communities)
jail(s)
prevent(s)
protect(s)
safe

steal(s)
ticket(s)


	Vocabulary:  

arrest(s)

burglary  (burglaries)

citizen(s)

complaint(s)

crime(s)

criminal(s)

patrol(s)

police department(s)

police officer(s)

respond(s)

restore(s)

theft(s)

violence


	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts, and flash cards.


	Equipment Needed:  Multi-media computer with Internet access (for optional activities).


	Activities:

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Ask students where they feel the safest in the community, and why. 

2. Ask students what they already know about the police and police departments.  Write their responses on the board or on a flip chart.   Ask them about the law enforcement in their countries.  (Note: In many Hispanic countries, law enforcement officials aren’t trusted and are often feared.)

3. Briefly review the prerequisite vocabulary.  Make sure that the students understand the pronunciation and meaning of each word.

4. Go over the new vocabulary.  You may want to write the words on the board.

a. Make sure that each student can correctly pronounce the new words by having them pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.

b. Give the students Understand Police Department Vocabulary.  Carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.  Pictures are provided with some of the words to aid in comprehension.

5. For further vocabulary development, use Understand Police Departments Vocabulary Matching. Students should complete these exercises independently.  Review answers orally.

6.  Use Understand Police Departments Reading Comprehension to teach and discuss the police department’s role in the community.  Read the passage aloud to your students.  Tell them to circle or underline all of the vocabulary words in the passage.  Allow individual students to read aloud the paragraphs.  Have students answer the questions individually.  Review answers orally.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor evaluation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of student worksheets



	Optional/Follow-Up Activities:

1. Use Understand Police Departments Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.  Students may make their own flash cards using 3” X 5” index cards.

2. Visit the following websites for more lesson plans related to police departments:
a. http://www.ncmanagers.org/teachers/lessons/lesson4.html
b. http://www.lake.k12.fl.us/stw/lesson%20plans/police.html
c. http://school.discovery.com/lessonplans/nosimpleanswers/lessonplan.html
d. http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM281
3. Take your students on a field trip to your local police department.

4. If a field trip isn’t possible, invite a police officer to talk to your class.  In some cases, it may be appropriate if the officer not appear in uniform.  Have the class prepare questions before the visit.  Possible topics include seatbelt laws, drinking laws, domestic violence laws, self-defense strategies, when to call the police, where to go if they have a complaint, and general crime prevention strategies.

5. Ask students to write about their opinion(s) on one or both of the following:

a. Do you feel safe in your neighborhood and community?  Why or why not?

b. Do you feel that there are enough police patrolling your neighborhood or 

community?

c. What suggestions do you have for improving your city or town’s police department?

6. Follow this lesson with the intermediate-level lesson entitled “Call the Police to Report Accidents.”
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