[image: image1.wmf]The Judicial Branch Summary
     The United States government is made up of three branches.  The three branches are the legislative branch (Congress), the executive branch and the judicial branch.

     The judicial branch judges and interprets the federal laws of the United States.  The judicial branch decides if the laws of Congress are fair or unfair.  

     There are many federal courts in the United States.  The highest court in the United States is the Supreme Court.  

     There are nine judges in the Supreme Court. 

     Supreme Court judges are called Associate Justices.  There are eight Associate Justices. 

     The number one judge is called the Chief Justice.  There is only one Chief Justice.  The current Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States is Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist.

     The President of the United States appoints federal judges.  Federal judges are appointed for life or until they retire.  
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