
Competency:  Describe Independence Day

	Lesson Overview:  Students will have a basic understanding of why the United States celebrates Independence Day.

This lesson plan includes:

1. Independence Day Vocabulary

2. Independence Day Story

3. Independence Day Vocabulary Matching

4. Independence Day Word Search

5. Independence Day Flash Cards (optional)

6. Independence Day Crossword Puzzle (optional)

7. Referenced texts and websites



	Approximate Time:  2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students should be able to read and write simple sentences, know the days of the week, months of the year, and have basic calendar skills.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:

flag

fourth

July



	Vocabulary:  

anthem (s)

banner (s)

celebrate

declare

fireworks

holiday (s)

independence

parade (s) 

picnic (s)

pledge (s)              



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable pens, colored construction paper, scissors, glue, markers, crayons, The Pledge of Allegiance  book by Scholastic, Inc.  (Available from Scholastic, Inc. or a state or local vendor carrying their products), a recording of “The Star Spangled Banner”, and a U.S. flag (or picture of flag)



	Equipment Needed: CD player and multi-media computer with Internet access (optional)



	Activities:

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.

2. Write the prerequisite vocabulary words on the board or flip chart.  Discuss their meanings and answer any questions the students may have about them.

3. Introduce new vocabulary.

a. Give students Independence Day Vocabulary handout.

b. Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and have the students repeat the words in unison.

c. Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and ask individual students to repeat the word.  Repeat until the students can pronounce the words well.

d. Show the following items when reviewing the new vocabulary words: sticky notes, post cards, envelopes, note card stationery.

e. Go over each vocabulary definition carefully and check for understanding. 

4. Give students the Independence Day Story.  Read the story to the class.  Then have the class read the story in unison.  Have students work in pairs and read the story to each other.  Instructor answers any questions students may have.

5. For vocabulary practice, give students Independence Day Vocabulary Matching worksheet.  Students may work individually or in pairs.  Check answers orally.  
6. For additional vocabulary practice give students the Independence Day Word Search.  (This worksheet was made with Wordsheets 5.0 software available at www.qualint.com.  There is a free demonstration version that allows 10 printings.  After that, the software must be purchased.)  Have students work individually on this worksheet.  Check each student's work.
7. Ask students to write a paragraph describing Independence Day or another national holiday celebrated in their native countries.   Students will share these aloud to the class.  

8. Give students the National Anthem handout.   Read the first paragraph to the students as they follow along.  Then listen to a recording of “The Star Spangled Banner.”  Instructor will answer any questions students may have.  Instructor may choose to teach the song to the class.
9. Instructor will teach students the Pledge of Allegiance with book, The Pledge of Allegiance.  Instructor reads the pledge to students also allowing for a question and answer period. 
10. Flag Activity.  Instructor will give the class the following instructions:  Look at the U.S. flag.  What does your home country’s flag look like?  Use the materials provided to make or draw your country’s flag.  Do different parts of the flag have different meanings?  Explain your country’s flag to the class.  (Give students art supplies to create flags)



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor observation of student participation.

2. Evaluation of student worksheets.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Internet activity:  For computer literate students, help students collect additional information about Independence Day using the Internet.  Students will verbally share (as a summary) what they’ve found with the class.

2. Play “The Star Spangled Banner” by Francis Scott Key (a version may be downloaded for free at Amazon.com in the Music Downloads section.

3. Summer by Anne Sattler, page 11.  (Basic Skills Theme Series, Grade 2-3)

4. Have students look up definitions of any new vocabulary.

5. Have students write sentences using the vocabulary words from this lesson on Independence Day.

6. Use Independence Day Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development. 

7. Give students Independence Day Crossword Puzzle.  (This worksheet was made with Wordsheets 5.0 software available at www.qualint.com.  There is a free demonstration version that allows 10 printings.  After that, the software must be purchased.)  Have students work in pairs or individually.  Review answers orally.
8. Give students additional information about Independence Day from one or more of the following websites: 

a. “John’s ESL Holidays”  http://holidays.johnsesl.com/php/indep.phtml
b. “U.S. Holidays for ESL Students” http://www.eskimo.com/~cjh/esl/book1/chap2.html
c. “The Holiday Zone:  Fourth of July”  http://www.theholidayzone.com/fourth/julylanguage.html  This website has additional activities dealing with Independence Day.

d. http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/flagpics.htmlThis website shows the history of the United States flag.

e. “Fourth of July” http://www.exodus-news.net/jerelyn/esl/fourthofjuly.html
9. Have students give a description (written or oral) of their native country’s Independence Day or national holiday.
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