The Importance of Immunizations Reading Comprehension

Immunizations help protect us from deadly diseases and save lives.  Some people call immunizations “vaccinations” or “shots.” Shots are given by injection with a needle.  The needles are filled with vaccines.  

Vaccines contain weak or dead pieces of a disease-causing germ.  Getting weak or dead pieces of the germ does not give you the disease.  Instead, just the opposite happens.  Your body ends up being protected from the disease by becoming immune to it. 

Being immune to a disease, means that your body is able to fight it.  After you get a shot or vaccination, your body begins to produce antibodies.  Antibodies are part of your body’s defense system.  They keep you from getting that disease if you are ever exposed to it again.

Children should get their first shots soon after they're born and then regularly until about age two.  Schools require certain immunizations before a child can attend.  Parents must present their child’s immunization record to school officials to show that their child has had all of the required vaccinations.

You can get immunizations at your doctor’s office or at your local Health Department.

Comprehension Questions:
1. What do immunizations do?
2. What are two other words for “immunizations?”
3. What are needles filled with?
4. What is in a vaccine?
5. What does being immune to a disease mean?
6. What does your body produce to make you immune to a disease?
7. When should children start receiving vaccinations?
8. What do parents have to show school officials before their child can attend school?
9. Where can you get immunizations?

