Immunization Optional Reading Comprehension

The Importance of Immunizations


Immunizations help prevent illnesses and diseases.  Many people call them “shots,” “vaccines,” or “vaccinations.”  You can get them at your doctor’s office or local Health Department.


In North Carolina, all children must receive certain immunizations before they can attend school.  These required immunizations include Diphtheria, Tetanus, Polio, Whooping Cough, Hepatitis B, Measles, and Rubella.  Parents must present their child’s immunization record to school officials showing that their child has had all of these shots.


Some countries require certain immunizations before you can visit.  You must show your immunization record before you can enter.


For many people, immunizations are a good idea, even when they are not required.  For example, many people like to get a flu shot each year.  For people over the age of 50, it may also be a good idea to get a pneumonia vaccine once a year.

Comprehension Questions
1. What do immunizations do?
2. What are the other names for immunizations?
3. Where can you get immunizations?
4. Which immunizations are required in North Carolina before a child can enter school?
5. What do parents have to show school officials before their child can enter school?
6. Are the pneumonia and flu vaccinations required?


