Competency:  Understand the Role of the House of Representatives and Know the Names of His/Her Representatives
	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to provide students with a deeper understanding of our nation’s legislative branch.  Only the first house, the House of Representatives, is covered in this lesson. 

This lesson plan includes the following:

1. House of Representative Vocabulary Flash Cards

2. House of Representative Vocabulary Sheet

3. House of Representative Vocabulary Matching

4. House of Representative Summary

5. House of Representative Dialogue 

6. House of Representative Quiz

7. Pictures of Capitol Building and Cass Ballenger

8. Referenced websites



	Approximate Time:  2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  A general understanding of the concept of democracy and the idea of elected representatives.  This lesson should be the first introduction to understanding the three branches of the United States government.  A brief overview of the three branches should be used, via a tree diagram on the board, and may prove helpful.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:  

branch

current

elect

government

laws

vote



	Vocabulary: 

Capitol Building   

Cass Ballenger   

Congress   

congressman   

district   

federal laws   

House of Representatives   

legislative branch   

limit  

population   

reelect/re-elect (Either spelling is correct.)  

representative   

seat   

Senate   



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts, and pictures of capitol building and Cass Ballenger.



	Equipment Needed:  Positive Attitude 



	Activities:  

1. Explain purpose of lesson.  Draw tree diagram symbolizing the three branches of the government.

2. Ask students if any of their native governments are similar to the U.S. government.

3. Introduce vocabulary with House of Representatives Vocabulary Flash Cards.  Only practice pronunciation at this point.

4. Go over vocabulary using the House of Representatives Vocabulary Handout.  Discuss each word. Check for understanding.   Ask them what words they have in the native language for these words.  Place those words on the board next to the vocabulary words.

5. As a class, work on the House of Representatives Vocabulary Matching and further discuss words.  Review orally.

6. Have the students follow along as you read the House of Representatives Summary.  Discuss and check for comprehension.  Use pictures to reinforce vocabulary.

7. Allow students time to work with a partner in reading this summary.  Ask for volunteers to read out loud after practice.  Allow each volunteer to read 1-2 paragraphs at a time.

8. Give students House of Representatives Dialogue.  Have the students read along as you read the entire dialogue to them.  Once again, check for comprehension.  Use pictures to back up information If necessary.

9. Allow students time to practice dialogue with a partner.  Make sure they are switching roles and walk around the classroom to check for proper pronunciation and to see if students need assistance.

10. Ask for partners to volunteer reading the dialogue out loud to class.

11. House of Representatives True or False Quiz may be given after game or saved for next class to check on knowledge retention.  After completion, review orally.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:  

1. Observe students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Play Jeopardy or any other game using the information gained in this lesson.

2. Students can create own dialogues using the gained information.

3. Have students write to their congressman.  For information on how to do this go to the website http://www.house.gov/writerep/ 

4. Give students additional information about the United States House of Representatives using the Internet.  The website www.house.gov  is a great website to get information from.  On this website you can look up the current representatives from any state and learn about the history of the U.S. House.  This website is too difficult for students to use by themselves.
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