Competency:  Understand What Government Is
	Lesson Overview:  Students will have an understanding of various levels of government in the United States.  Students will have understanding of how government affects them.

This lesson includes:

1. Government Vocabulary

2. Government Vocabulary Matching

3. What is Government?
4. Government Affects Me

5. Government Vocabulary Flash Cards



	Approximate Time:

1 hour, 30 minutes



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences.
Prerequisite Vocabulary:

choice(s)

leader(s)

leadership

manage

rule(s)



	Vocabulary:

authority

decision (s)

enforce

govern

government (s)

law (s)

obey

regulate

society/societies



	Materials Needed: White board or flip chart, erasable markers, and handouts.


	Equipment Needed:  Multi-media computers with Internet access


	Activities:
1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.
2. Ask the students what the word government means to them.  Ask the students what they think of when they hear the word government.  Using student suggestions make a list on the board of all the things they think are associated with the word government.  Some examples you may use to get started are as follows:  the president, the mayor, social security, taxes, immigration, etc.  
3. Briefly review the prerequisite vocabulary.  Go over the new vocabulary.  You may want to write the words on the board.

a. Make sure that each student can correctly pronounce the new words by having them pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.

b. Give the students Government Vocabulary.  Carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.

4. For further vocabulary development, use Government Vocabulary Matching. Students should complete these exercises independently.  Review answers orally.

5. Explain to students that government exists on many different levels.  Give students the handout What Is Government? reading comprehension.  Read the passage aloud to your students.  Invite students to read paragraphs aloud.  Have students complete the questions in pairs.  Review answers orally.


	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor observation of student participation

2. “How Government Affects Me” handout



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Use Government Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.  Students may also make their own flash cards using 3“ by 5” index cards. 
2. Visit the website www.pbs.org/democracy/kids/mygovt/ for more information about government.  This website is designed for children, but could be used with adults.  On this website there is a picture of a town.  When a user clicks on any part of the town, he/she will be told how that part of town is affected by government.  Explore this website by clicking on images and reading the information.  
Use this website and the images on it to answer questions on the handout, “Government Affects Me.”  Students will click on images to answer questions on the handout.  Answers to the questions are as follows:  1.  Constitution, 2.  roads, 3.  true , 4. false,  5.  homes, 6.  Any of the following: Grand Canyon, Yellowstone, Independence Hall, Smokey Mountains, Washington Monument, 7.  fire station, 8.  federal. 

3. Have students write sentences using the vocabulary.

4. “How Does Government Affect Me?”  www.pbs.org/democracy/kids/mygovt/  and “Role of the Government”  www.ofcn.org/cyber.serv/academy/ace/soc/cecsst/cecsst004.html are two websites that can be used with this lesson.
5. Give students Government Affects Me.  This worksheet has questions to answer about the website: www.pbs.org/democracy/kids/mygovt/.  
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