What is Government?  


In a family, the parents make decisions because they have authority.  Parents make rules for their children to keep them safe.  Parents also make decisions that will have positive effects on their children.  In many ways, parents are like the government of a family.  


Government is a way for large groups of people, or societies, to make decisions.  Government determines the way a nation, state, or town is led. In the United States, the federal government (the president, congress, and the Supreme Court) make and enforce laws that affect the entire nation. The federal government is the highest authority in the nation. The governor of a state obeys the federal government and makes decisions for people who live in that state.  The mayor of a town follows the state government and also makes decisions for the people who live in his or her town.  


 Schools also have a government.  The teacher has authority over the classroom and the principal governs the teachers. There is government in the workplace as well.  Employees follow the authority of the supervisor, the supervisor obeys the boss, and the boss is governed by the owner of the company.    

Government can affect our lives in many ways every day.  The government regulates the food we eat when we are hungry, the medicine we take when we are sick, and the fuel we use to drive our cars.  The government provides police and firefighters to protect us.  The government also punishes people who break laws.  

