Reading Comprehension: Funeral Homes

Directions:  Read the passage below about funeral homes and answer the questions that follow.

Funeral Homes

When someone dies, the family calls the funeral home.  The funeral home sends a hearse to pick up the body.  The family goes to the funeral home and picks out a casket.  The people at the funeral home help the family make decisions about the funeral.

The day after the person dies, his or her obituary is published in the newspaper.  An obituary tells about the person’s life and gives the funeral plans. 

White flowers are hung on the door where the dead person lived.  This lets the community know that someone has passed away.  People visit the family at the home.  Some people may send the family sympathy cards.

About two days after the person dies, the family receives friends at the funeral home.  Close friends and relatives come and view the body and comfort the family.

The next day, the family has a funeral.  A pastor leads a memorial service.  It is followed by burial in the cemetery.  If the person is cremated, their ashes may be buried or kept in a vase at the family’s home.

After the burial, people visit the grave.  A headstone tells them where the person is buried.  They may bring flowers to decorate the grave.

Questions:

1. Who does the family call when someone passes away? 

2.  What information does an obituary give?

3. Why are white flowers hung on the family’s door?

4. Who helps the family make funeral plans?

