Hurricane Floyd brings Fear and Flooding to North Carolina
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Hurricane Floyd reached the coasts of Florida, George, North Carolina, and South Carolina in the early morning hours leaving much destruction.

This tropical storm, which grew to the size of England and France, combined, sent 3 million Americans fleeing inland. 

The storm was strong enough to rip roofs off barns and dump more water on North Carolina than any storm in history. 

Seven people were reported dead yesterday afternoon, mostly from car accidents in the downpour. Tens of thousands were made homeless.  In some places, the floodwaters reached rooftops of houses and buildings.

"It was roaring and raining so hard I couldn't hear anything else," said Robert James, a tobacco farmer of Boiling Spring Lakes. He did not even hear the hurricane rip his farmhouse apart.

As Mr. James spoke, the floodwaters were rising, driving wildlife into human habitats along the Carolinas' coast.

Wilmington city officials issued a warning about venomous snakes in the floodwaters.  

George Anderson of Mill Creek awoke to find an alligator in his garden. "First time I've seen that," he said.

Earlier in the morning the state governor, James Hunt, declared the flood the worst in North Carolina's history.

The storm reached as far north as Maine, closing schools and airports in the Washington and New York areas.

Questions:

1. When was this article written?

2. What is this article about?

3. What damages were reported in the article?

4. How many have been reported dead?

5. What did Governor Hunt say about the storm?

6. How far north did the storm reach?

Discuss the meanings of the following words:

Hurricane

Destruction

Tropical Storm
Flee

Inland

Wildlife

Habitat

Governor

