Figure a Customary Tip

Reading Comprehension Sheet
Directions:  Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.

A tip is money you give someone for a service.  It shows that you appreciate their time and effort. 

It is customary to tip your waiter or waitress when you visit a restaurant.  When your bill or check arrives, your tip should be 15% of the total amount.  For example, if your bill were $20.00, then you should tip $3.00.  You may leave cash on the table or add it to your credit card.

Some restaurants automatically add your tip to the bill.  This is called a gratuity.  Many restaurants charge a gratuity when you have more than six people in your party.  When a gratuity is added to your bill, there is no need to leave an additional tip.

There are many different opinions about tipping.  Many believe that tip stands for “to insure promptness,” meaning that you will receive quick and courteous service.  Some people believe that you should tip only when you receive good service.  Others believe that you should always leave a tip, even when the service is bad, since most restaurants pay waiters and waitresses less than $3.00 per hour.

Other places where tipping is common are hotels and hair salons.  Tip the person who cleans your hotel room and helps you with your luggage $1 or $2. Tip your hair stylist 15% of the total bill.

Questions:

1. Why do people tip?

2. How much do people usually tip in a restaurant?

3. Do you feel that you should tip even when you receive bad service?

4. Do you agree or disagree with restaurants adding a “gratuity” charge to your bill?

5. Do you think you should tip your hair stylist?

