Competency:  Describe Christmas
	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this unit is to teach students the vocabulary associated with Christmas and about the season itself.  
This  lesson plan includes the following:

1. Christmas Vocabulary

2. Christmas Vocabulary Flashcards

3. Christmas Story

4. Christmas Vocabulary Matching

5. Christmas Crossword Puzzle

6. Christmas Writing Practice

7. Christmas Word Search (optional)
8. Plants of Christmas (story)

9. Referenced texts



	Approximate Time:  2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must know cardinal and ordinal numbers, common prepositions, common qualifying and quantitative adjectives, common adverbs, and common conjunctions.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:  

activities

all over

America

birth

businesses

closed

important

offices

schools

such

world



	Vocabulary:

celebrate

celebrated

Christian(s)

Christmas

Christmas Eve(s)

day(s) off

employee(s)

family gathering(s)

federal holiday(s)

gift(s)

holiday(s)

Jesus

tradition(s)



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable marker, handouts, flash cards, prizes, and candy (optional).


	Equipment Needed:  None


	Activities:  

1. Have the new vocabulary words written on the board when the students arrive for class.  

2. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  

3. Introduce new vocabulary.  

a. Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and have the students repeat the words in unison.  You can use the Christmas Flashcards with this activity.

b. Pronounce the new vocabulary words one at a time and ask individual students to repeat the word.  Repeat until the students can pronounce the words well.

4. Introduce the meanings of the vocabulary words by giving students a copy of Christmas Vocabulary and carefully reviewing the meaning of each word.  Orally work on pronunciation and understanding of each vocabulary word.

5. For further vocabulary development, use the Christmas Vocabulary handout.  Read the vocabulary sentences to the students and discuss the meanings of the words in context.  Have students take turns reading the sentences as a means of working on pronunciation.

6. Give the students Christmas Story.  Read the story entitled “What is Christmas?” aloud to the students as they follow along.  Then have the students take turns reading paragraphs of the story aloud to the class.  Discuss as appropriate.  

7. Give students Christmas Vocabulary Matching.  Have the students work on this activity individually.  Review the answers orally as a group.

8. Give students Christmas Crossword Puzzle for further vocabulary development.  Use answer key to check students' work.  This worksheet was made with Wordsheets 5.0 software available at www.qualint.com.  There is a free demonstration version that allows 10 printings.  After that, the software must be purchased.
9. Give the students Christmas Writing Practice.  Have the students write a sentence using the vocabulary words listed in the word bank.  Have the students read their sentences aloud to the class.

10. Divide the students into teams.  Using the letters in the word Christmas, have the students make as many words as they can within a specified length of time.  The group who comes up with the most words is the winner.  Each team needs to share the words they made with the rest of the class.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Teacher observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of student worksheets.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. The Oxford Picture Dictionary, “Holidays”, page 168 and The Oxford Picture Dictionary Beginning Workbook, “Holidays”, page 168.  
2. A Conversation Book 1 English in Everyday Life, “Holidays”, page 32.

3. Play a CD or tape with traditional Christmas songs as the students come into the class.

4. Use Christmas candy as “treats” for the students when going over vocabulary.

5. Give students Christmas Word Search.  This worksheet was made with Wordsheets 5.0 software available at www.qualint.com.  There is a free demonstration version that allows 10 printings.  After that, the software must be purchased.  Check answers using the Christmas Word Search Answer Key.

6. Having a Christmas party.
7. Show a short video about Christmas.  Even though the students may not understand everything in the movie, it would be a good listening activity.

8. Give students Plants of Christmas (story) and explain any new vocabulary.  Read the story to the students.  Have students take turns reading parts of the story to the class.
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