Competency:  Understand the 3 Branches of the U.S. Government

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to provide students with an understanding of the three branches of the U.S. government.  This lesson includes reading, writing, speaking, listening, picture recognition, and a load of fun and information.

This lesson plan includes:

1. 3 Branches of Government Vocabulary

2. 3 Branches of Government Vocabulary Flashcards

3. 3 Branches of Government Vocabulary Matching 

4. 3 Branches of Government Handout 

5. 3 Branches of Government Dialogues (4 parts)

6. 3 Branches of Government Picture Cards

7. Comprehension Test on the 3 Branches of Government Executive Branch

8. Comprehension Test on the 3 Branches of Government Legislative Branch

9. Comprehension Test on the 3 Branches of Government Judicial Branch

10.    Rules for Running the Government



	Approximate Time:  3 hours (This lesson may be broken down into 3 separate sessions.)



	Prerequisite Skills:  A general understanding of the concept of democracy and the idea of elected representatives.  NOTE:  It is imperative that the lessons on the House of Representatives, the Senate, the executive branch, and the judicial branch are taught prior to this lesson.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:  Cardinal and ordinal numbers, all vocabulary found within the House of Representatives lesson, the Senate lesson, the executive branch lesson, and the judicial branch lesson.



	Vocabulary: The following vocabulary are covered in the lesson plans mentioned in the Prerequisite Vocabulary Section; however, it will be good to review the following words in particular:

advisor

cabinet

Congress

enforce

executive branch

House of Representatives

interpret

judicial branch

legislative branch

make

President

Senate

Supreme Court

Vice-president



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable marker, 3 branches of the government vocabulary flash cards, handouts, pictures of significant buildings and people.



	Equipment Needed:  3 Branches of Government Tree and Apples (This is a life size tree representing the 3 branches of government and could not be included as an electronic file.  For more information on this or a picture of the tree, please contact Melinda Hefner at mhefner@cccti.edu or (828) 726-2245.



	Activities:  

1. Explain purpose of lesson.  Be sure you have a tree diagram posted in the classroom.

2. Ask students if any of their native governments are similar to our government.  Discuss as appropriate.  Write any new vocabulary words on the board for reference or review as the lesson progresses.

3. Introduce vocabulary words with 3 Branches of Government Vocabulary Flash Cards.  Only practice pronunciation at this point.

4. Go over vocabulary using the Handout:  3 Branches of Government Vocabulary.  Discuss each word. Check for understanding.   

5. As a class, work on the Handout:  3 Branches of Government Vocabulary Matching and further discuss words.

6. Have the students follow along as you read the Handout:  3 Branches of Government Summary and check for comprehension.  Use pictures to reinforce reading.

7. Allow students time to work with a partner in reading the Handout:  3 Branches of Government Summary.  Ask for volunteers to read out loud after practice.  Allow each volunteer to read 1-2 paragraphs at a time.

8. Give students 3 Branches of Government Dialogues sheet.  (This dialogue has 4 parts.  These dialogues are fairly difficult and should not be given all at once.  After the students’ master one part, give them the remaining parts one at a time.  You may want to use some parts of the dialogue as follow-up activities.)  Once again, check for comprehension.  Use pictures to back up information. 

a. Allow students time to practice dialogue with a partner.  Make sure they are switching roles, and the instructor should walk around the classroom and check for proper pronunciation.

b. Ask for partners to volunteer reading the dialogue out loud to class.

9. Have students fill in a tree diagram of the three branches of government on the board.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:  

1. Evaluation of completed worksheets including but not limited to the following:

Comprehensive Test on the 3 Branches of Government-Executive Branch

Comprehensive Test on the 3 Branches of Government -Legislative Branch

Comprehensive Test on the 3 Branches of Government-Judicial Branch
2. Observe participation during games for understanding.

Note:  Tests may be given after games or saved for next class to check on knowledge retention.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Invite elected officials to speak to the class about the 3 branches of government.

2. Students can make up their own sentences with vocabulary words.

3. Play any other game using the information gained in this lesson.

4. Students can create their own dialogues using the gained information.

5. Have students draw apples from a bag and have them fill in the tree using The 3 Branches of Government Tree and Apples.
6. Write the president a letter.

7. Write other elected officials.

8.  Have students play “Running for Government Game.”  Use the Rules for Running for Government Game.
9. Play Jeopardy using questions about the three branches of government.
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