Competency:  Understand Blizzards

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to understand severe winter weather, particularly blizzards.

This lesson includes the following:

1. Pictures of Blizzards and Winter Storms

2. Blizzard Vocabulary

3. Blizzard and Winter Storm Handout

4. Blizzard Vocabulary Matching

5. Blizzard Test Your Knowledge

6. Conversation About Blizzards

7. Blizzard Vocabulary Flash Cards

8. Fact Sheet:  Winter Storms



	Approximate Time: 1 hour



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences, understand the season winter, and be able to follow simple one-step directions.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:  

weather                              snow                                 air

cloud(s)                              storm                                 wind

warm                                  cold                                    ice

winter



	Vocabulary: 

blizzard

blowing

dangerous

freezing rain

severe

sleet

slippery

winter storm
	Vocabulary for Optional Activities:

blizzard warning

frost/freeze warning

frostbite

hypothermia

wind chill

winter weather advisory

winter weather warning

winter weather watch



	Materials Needed:  White board or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts, Pictures of Blizzards and Winter Storms, Blizzard Vocabulary Flash Cards, and prizes (optional).

Materials Needed for optional activities: 8 1/2 " by 11" paper, and water.



	Equipment Needed:  None



	Activities:

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Tell students the importance of understanding blizzards.  Show the students the Pictures of Blizzards and Winter Storms.

2. Write down the word blizzard on the board or flip chart.  Read the word to the students and have students repeat it in unison and then individually.

3. Ask the students what they know about blizzards.  Write down student responses on the board or flip chart.  Review orally.

4. Go over new vocabulary.  You may want to write the words on the board.

a. First of all make sure that each student can correctly pronounce the new words by having them pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.

b. Give the students Handout:  Blizzard Vocabulary.  Carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.

5. Give students Blizzard and Winter Storm Handout.  Read the story to the class.  Explain in appropriate detail any new information or vocabulary words.

6. After having discussed the story, have students get in pairs or small groups and take turns reading a paragraph in the story until the entire story is completed.  Repeat as necessary.

7. Give students Handout:  Blizzard Vocabulary Matching. Review the answers orally.

8. Using the lesson's vocabulary and after having made sure that the students know the meanings of the words, have the students complete the Handout: Blizzard Test Your Knowledge.  Review the answers orally.

9. Have students practice the Handout: Conversation about Blizzards.  You can have them do this in pairs at their seats, in pairs at the front of the room, or both.  Repeat as necessary.  The teacher can also participate by reading the script of one of the students.

10. Have the students write down what happens during a blizzard or draw a picture of what happens.  Post the writings/drawings around the room and have each student read/tell about his/her work.

11. Ask students if they have ever been in a blizzard.  If so, have them share stories of what happened during the blizzard.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Teacher observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts



	Optional or follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. Explain how different parts of the world have blizzards


2. Use Blizzard Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.  You may also have the students make up their own flash cards on 3” X 5” index cards.

3. Students can practice writing sentences using blizzard vocabulary.

4. Use the Fact Sheet: Winter Storms for additional information on blizzards and winter storms.  This is available from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) at their website www.fema.gov/library/stormsf.htm.   Make sure to explain the important safety precautions to take during a winter storm.  Explain what frostbite and hypothermia are. Also explain what winter storm warning/watches and blizzard warning are.  This fact sheet is not a handout for the students. 

5. Have a very basic discussion about any recent or major winter storms.

6. Wind Chill Activity:  This activity will show the effect that wind and moisture have on body temperature.  You will need:  8 1/2 " by 11" Paper and Water

a. Make a paper fan:  Take a piece of 8 1/2 by 11" paper and fold about 1 inch on one end.  Turn the paper over and fold the end that has been folded once by another inch so that the first flap is now facing up.  Continue this process until the entire sheet has been folded.  Hold one of the narrow ends of the folded paper and let the other end    open so that is resembles a fan.

b. Wave the fan so that you feel the air moving on the back of your other hand.  Notice the cold feeling that it makes.

c. Wet the back of one hand with water.

d. Switch the fan from hand to hand and compare how cool each hand feels.

Ask the students the following questions:  What do you feel?  Does the wet hand feel cooler than the dry one when you fan it?  Explain to the class that when your body is wet it becomes cooler, faster.  Make sure you stay dry during a winter storm to avoid developing hypothermia.
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