Competency:  Recognize the White House

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to recognize the White House and to understand its importance as a national symbol.

This lesson plan includes the following:

1. Pictures of the White House

2. Poster of the United States

3. The White House Vocabulary
4. The White House (story)
5. The White House Vocabulary Matching
6. The White House Sentence Completion
7. Conversation about the White House
8. The White House Vocabulary Flash Cards 
9. The White House Poster
10. Instructor Handouts about the White House



	Approximate Time: one hour



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences,  be familiar with basic colors, and be able to follow simple one-step directions.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:  

United States                              floor                           

country                                        room                       

colors                                          government    



	Vocabulary: 

capital

leader

office

official

Oval Office

president

Washington, D.C.

White House


	Vocabulary for Optional Activities:

bowling alley

movie theater

pool

tennis court

tour

wing



	Materials Needed:  White board or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts, pictures of the White House, poster of the United States (Available from Creative Teaching Press, Inc. or a local or state vendor carrying their products.), The White House Poster (Available from Frank Schaffer Publications, Inc. or a local or state vendor carrying their products.), The White House vocabulary flash cards, and prizes (optional).



	Equipment Needed:  Multimedia computers with Internet access (optional), projection unit (optional).



	Activities:

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Explain to the students the importance of recognizing the White House.

2. Ask the students if anyone knows anything about the White House.  Write the student responses on the board or flip chart.  Review orally.

3. Show the students Pictures of the White House.  Also show the students the Poster of the United States and point out Washington, D.C. where the White House is located. 

4. Go over new vocabulary.  You may want to write the words on the board.

a. First of all make sure that each student can correctly pronounce the new words by having students pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.  Repeat as necessary.

b. Give the students Handout:  The White House Vocabulary.  Carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.  Review orally.

5. Give students Handout:  The White House.  Read the story to the class as students follow along.  Explain in appropriate detail any new information or vocabulary words. 

6. After having discussed the story, have students get in pairs or small groups and take turns reading a paragraph in the story until the entire story is completed.  Repeat as necessary.

7.  Give students Exercise:  The White House Vocabulary Matching. After the students have completed the handout, review the answers orally.

8. Give students Handout:  The White House Sentence Completion.  After the students have completed the handout, review the answers orally.

9. Have students practice the Conversation about the White House.  You can have them do this in pairs at their seats, in pairs at the front of the room, or both.  Repeat as necessary.  The teacher can also participate by reading the script of one of the students.

10. Ask the students if there is a special house for the President or leader in the country they are from.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Teacher observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.



	Optional or follow-up Activities/Ideas:

These are some examples of optional activities and ideas that you can use if appropriate for your class.

1. If you have Internet access you can go to the website www.whitehouse.gov for more information on the White House.  There is an online tour of the White House at http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/whtour/.  While students will not be able to read the text, they can be shown the various rooms, gardens, etc.  (Using a projection unit so the whole class can “tour” together is helpful.)
2. Use The White House Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.  You may also have the students make up their own flash cards on 3” X 5” index cards.

3. Students can practice writing sentences using the vocabulary.  

4. Show the students The White House Poster.  Go over the fun facts.  Explain any new words the students do not know. This is a great opportunity to review colors, rooms of a house, and activities.

5. Use the Instructor Handouts about the White House to explain to the students the important facts about the White House.  This is not a handout for the students.
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