Describe Thanksgiving

	Lesson Overview:  Students will learn vocabulary related to Thanksgiving and will be able to describe this holiday.

This lesson plan includes:

1) Thanksgiving Vocabulary PowerPoint Presentation

2) The First Thanksgiving PowerPoint Presentation

3) Thanksgiving Vocabulary Picture and Word Flashcards (You can make these using the clip art in the PowerPoint Presentations.)

4) Thanksgiving Word Search

5) Thanksgiving Matching worksheet

6) Thanksgiving Dialogues

7) Thanksgiving Book (made from slides of PowerPoint presentation)

8) Thanksgiving Reading Comprehension Activity Sheet (optional)



	Approximate Time:  1 hour

	Prerequisite Skills:  Reading and writing

Prerequisite Vocabulary:  None



	Vocabulary:

cook



corn



fall



family



feast



harvest



Indians



pie



pilgrims


pumpkin

sail

thanks



Thanksgiving

turkey



	Materials Needed:  

PowerPoint presentation files, Word and Picture vocabulary flashcards, Word Search Sheet, Vocabulary Matching Sheets 1 and 2, envelopes containing strips to the story, “The First Thanksgiving,” and Thanksgiving Dialogues


	Equipment Needed:  Multimedia computer



	Activities:

1) Using a calendar, show when Thanksgiving is celebrated.  Tell students that it is always celebrated on the fourth Thursday in November.

2) Using the picture and word flashcards or the PowerPoint presentation entitled “Thanksgiving Vocabulary,” introduce the vocabulary.  Work on pronunciation and meanings.

3) Play “Concentration” with the picture and word flashcards.

4) Have students complete the Thanksgiving Word Search.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1) Provide students with the Thanksgiving Matching worksheet.  Have the students draw a line matching each word to its picture.

2) Instructor observation of student participation.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1) Show the PowerPoint presentation entitled “The First Thanksgiving.”  Read the story to the students as you show it.  (If you do not have access to a computer, you can use the PowerPoint slides to make a book by printing the slides and having them spiral bound.)

2) Divide students into groups with 2-3 people in each.  Give them each a card that contains lines to the story.  Tell students to put the story in order.  (You can simply copy and paste the story from the PowerPoint presentation.)  Check for accuracy by showing “The First Thanksgiving” again.  This time let students take turns reading each line.

Note:  It may be helpful to give students the first half of the story, check it, then give them the second half.  If you do not have access to a computer you may show the book instead.

3) Give each student a copy of the Thanksgiving Dialogues.  Read them together as a class.  Next, let them practice the dialogues in pairs.

4) For higher-level beginning students, let them do the Reading Comprehension Activity and answer the questions that follow.  Review orally.

5) This may be a good time to tie in some Food vocabulary words.

6) Talk about the Food Pyramid and the importance of good nutrition.  There are 2 laminated posters which are readily available.

7) To add a festive touch to your classroom, decorate your classroom for Thanksgiving.

8) Other activities may be found in the book entitled Thanksgiving & Pilgrims 1.
9) Have a Thanksgiving feast during class.  If your school policy allows, have your students invite family and friends.  Label the food items so that non-English speakers can see the English words for the various food items.  Take pictures and use the pictures in a subsequent class for the students to make a Thanksgiving booklet.
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