Competency:  Know the Name of the current President of the United States

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to know the name of the current President of the United States.  

This lesson plan includes the following:

1. Picture of the President of the United States

2. Picture of the White House

3. The President of the United States Vocabulary 

4. The President of the United States (story)

5. The President of the United States Vocabulary Matching

6. Conversation About the President of the United States

7. President of the U.S. Vocabulary Flash Cards

8. U.S. Presidents Pocket Flash Cards

9. Instructor Handouts about George W. Bush and Laura Bush



	Approximate Time: One hour.



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences and be able to follow simple one-step directions.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:  

United States                           name                               first

country                                     last                                  middle

initial                                         wife



	Vocabulary: 

capital

current

George W. Bush

leader

president

Washington, D.C.

White House


	Vocabulary for Optional Activities:

democracy

elected

role

serve

term



	Materials Needed:  White board or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts, pictures of the President and the White House, The President of the United States vocabulary flash cards, and prizes (optional).



	Equipment Needed:  Computers (optional)



	Activities:

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Explain to the students the importance of knowing the name of the president.

2. Ask the students if anyone knows the name of the current president.

3. Show the students pictures of the current president (President George W. Bush).   Write George W. Bush on the board and read to the class.  Have the students pronounce George W. Bush as a group and then individually.

4. Go over new vocabulary.  You may want to write the words on the board.

a. Make sure that each student can correctly pronounce the new words by having them pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually

b. Give the students Handout:  The President of the United States Vocabulary.  Carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.  

5. Give the students Handout:  The President of the United States.  Read the story to the class.  Explain in appropriate detail any new information or vocabulary words. 

6. After having discussed the story, have students get in pairs or small groups and take turns reading a paragraph in the story until the entire story is completed.  Repeat as necessary.

7. Give the students Handout:  The President of the United States Vocabulary Matching.  After the students have completed the handout, review the answers orally.

8. Have students practice the Conversation about the President of the United States.  You can have them do this in pairs at their seats, in pairs at the front of the room, or both.  Repeat as necessary.  The teacher can also participate by reading the script of one of the students.

9. Have the students practice in pairs asking each other "What is the name of the president of the United States?"  Write this sentence on the board and have the students write it on a piece of paper. 

10. Ask the students if there is a president in their country.  If their country does not have presidents, ask the students who is in charge of their country.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Teacher observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.

3. Ask each student individually to name the President of the United States.



	Optional or follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. Have the students write a short letter to the President and actually mail the letters.  When they receive responses, have them share them with the class.
2. Use The President of the United States Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.  You may also have the students make up their own flash cards on 3” X 5” index cards.

3. Students can practice writing sentences using the vocabulary.

4. If you have Internet access you can go to the website www.whitehouse.gov for more information on the President and Laura Bush.

5. Use the U.S. Presidents Pocket Flash Cards (Available from Trend Enterprises or a state or local vendor carrying their products.)  to see the names and portraits of the American Presidents (past and present).  The purpose of this is to simply get across the concept that a president is the leader of our country.
6. Ask the students if they know any of the names of past Presidents and write down their responses on the board or a flip chart.

7. For more advanced students explain the different roles of the President.  Also explain how long a president can serve, what a term is, and how a president is elected.

8. Use the Instructor Handouts about George W. Bush and Laura Bush (This is available from www.whitehousekids.gov.) to explain to the students the important facts about President George W. Bush and the first lady.  This is not a handout for the students.
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