Competency:  Understand Local, State and Federal Government

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to provide students with an understanding of the difference among local, state and federal government.  

This lesson plan includes the following:

1. Local, State and Federal Government Vocabulary Flash Cards

2. Local, State and Federal Government Vocabulary Sheet

3. Local, State and Federal Government Vocabulary Pictures

4. The Three Types of Government Summary

5. Local, State and Federal Government Vocabulary Matching

6. Your Leaders Worksheet

7. Local, State and Federal Government Quiz



	Approximate Time: 2 hours



	Prerequisite Skills: Basic understanding of the concept of governments, cities, states, and the United States, the president, congress, and the judicial branch. This lesson should follow lessons on the three branches of our federal government.

Prerequisite Vocabulary: 

city   

democracy   

government   

highest 

similar

state   

United States  



	Vocabulary: 

community   

federal government

governor

head executive

levels   

local government

mayor

powerful

state government



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable markers, handouts, Local, State and Federal Government Vocabulary Flash Cards, pictures of significance



	Equipment Needed: None



	Activities:  

1. Explain purpose of lesson. 

2. Introduce vocabulary with Local, State and Federal Government Vocabulary Flash Cards.  Only practice pronunciation at this point.  Have the students pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.
3. Go over vocabulary using the Local, State and Federal Government Vocabulary handout.  Carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.
4. Have the students read as you read out loud The Three Types of Government Summary.  Discuss and check for comprehension.  Use Local, State and Federal Government Vocabulary Pictures to reinforce reading.

5. Allow students time to work with a partner in reading this summary.  Ask for volunteers to read out loud after practice.  Allow each volunteer to read 1-2 paragraphs at a time.

6. Give students Handout:  Local, State and Federal Government Vocabulary Matching.  Review answers orally.

7. Together fill in the Your Leaders Worksheet.  Write the answers on the board.  Pronounce each name carefully and have students repeat the names out loud.

8. Play a game (Blurt, Jeopardy, Truth or Fib, Family Feud, etc) using questions on Local, State and Federal Government Quiz.
9. Local, State and Federal Government Quiz may be given after game or saved for next class to check on knowledge retention.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:  

1. Observe participation during games/class for understanding.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. Have students write sentences using vocabulary from this lesson.

2. Play any other game using the info gained in this lesson.

3. Students can create own dialogues using the gained information.

4. Use Local, State and Federal Government Vocabulary Flash Cards for further vocabulary development.   You may also have the students make up their own flash cards on 3” X 5” index cards.
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