Competency:  Describe Labor Day
	Lesson Overview:  Students will learn about Labor Day and career-related vocabulary.

This lesson includes:

1. Labor Day Handout (story)

2. Labor Day Flashcards (Use the Labor Day PowerPoint presentation file to print off slides to use for picture flashcards if emphasizing occupations or create your own using the prerequisite vocabulary, the new vocabulary, or both.)

3. “40 Hour Week” PowerPoint presentation

4. Large laminated Labor Day Crossword Puzzles  (These were created by an instructor and are too large to be scanned or otherwise electronically reproduced.  If you would like information or a picture of these, please contact Melinda Hefner mhefner@caldwell.cc.nc.us or (828) 726-2245.

5. Lyrics to “40 Hour Week”


	Approximate Time:  1 hour



	Prerequisite Skills:  Calendar skills, read and write simple sentences, cardinal and ordinal numbers, community resources lesson plan vocabulary
Prerequisite Vocabulary: 

banks




brother

day




end

first




holiday

honor




libraries

Monday



post office

sales




schools

September



shop

summer



time



	Vocabulary:

celebrations



created

festivals



Labor Day

organized



parades


rest




symbol

working people



	Materials Needed: 

Labor Day Handout (reading comprehension), Labor Day PowerPoint presentation disk or file, CD or tape of “40 Hour Week” by Alabama, and big laminated crossword puzzles, handouts


	Equipment Needed:  Multimedia Laptop or Desktop computer



	Activities (Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening):

1. Read about Labor Day on the Labor Day Handout (reading comprehension sheet). Do this as a class allowing students to read aloud.  Be sure to introduce any new vocabulary to make sure that students can correctly pronounce the words and understand their meanings.

2. Answer the questions that follow the story in the handout. If your students have trouble writing, simply write the responses to the questions on the board and let them copy.

3. Show the students the month of September on a calendar. Emphasize that Labor Day is always celebrated on the first Monday of September. Ask them for the date when Labor Day will be celebrated this year.

4. Go over career vocabulary using Labor Day Flashcards. Invite students to pronounce each one as you do.

5. Hold up a flash card. Ask Is this the __________  or the __________? and so on.

6. Ask students how many hours per week they work. Tell them that the average work week is 40 hours long.

7. Play the song “40 Hour Week”.  (You will have to buy a CD or tape of this song.)

8. Ask students to tell you some of the occupations they heard in the song.
9. Play the song again. This time show the accompanying 40 Hour Week PowerPoint Presentation.

10. Group crossword puzzle. In groups, students work on the big laminated crossword puzzles. Be sure to give each group a vis-a-vis pen to write on the laminated surface.  (These will wash off with a wet paper towel.) Award the first group to finish with a small prize.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

Teacher observation of student understanding



	Follow-up Activities:

1. Ask students what they do for a living. Have them write a paragraph about what they do.

2. Invite individuals who hold occupations listed in the lesson to speak to your class.

3. Talk about the training each occupation requires.
4. If you have students who are able to write, provide them with the words to the song “40 Hour Week” and have them write some of the lyrics.  Then have them discuss the lyrics they chose to write.  
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