Competency:  Recognize the Great Seal of the United States

	Lesson Overview:  The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to recognize the national seal.  

This lesson plan includes the following:

1. The Great Seal Vocabulary 

2. The Great Seal (story)

3. The Great Seal Vocabulary Matching

4. Conversation about the Great Seal of the United States

5. Great Seal Sentence Completion

6. Pictures of the Great Seal

7. The Great Seal of the USA (optional)

8. Referenced websites (optional)

9. The Great Seal Vocabulary Flash Cards



	Approximate Time:  1 hour



	Prerequisite Skills:  Students must be able to read and write simple sentences, and be able to follow short one-step directions.

Prerequisite Vocabulary:  

created

flag

freedom

front

national

side

symbol

symbolize

United States



	Vocabulary:

Agreement





government

bald eagle





Great Seal

beliefs






Laws

center






seal

claw






shield                                                  



	Materials Needed:  Erasable markers, handouts, Pictures of the Great Seal, one dollar bills (real or replica).



	Equipment Needed:  Computers (optional)



	Activities:  

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.  Explain very briefly that there are symbols used to depict American’s shared values, principles, and beliefs.  (Use language appropriate for your students’ skilled levels.)  Also explain that they will learn about the Great Seal of the United States. 

2. Show the students Pictures of the Great Seal.

3. Go over new vocabulary.  You may want to write the words on the board.

a. First of all make sure that each student can correctly pronounce the new words by having them pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.

b. Give the students Handout:  The Great Seal Vocabulary.  Carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings.

4. Give the students Handout:  The Great Seal.  Read the story to the class.  Explain in appropriate detail any new information or vocabulary words.  Be sure to give examples of how and when the Great Seal is used.  A fun example is the one-dollar bill.  (You can use a real dollar bill or play money.)

5. After having discussed the story, have students get in pairs or small groups and take turns reading a paragraph in the story until the entire story is completed.  Repeat as necessary.  

6. Have the students practice the Conversation about the Great Seal of the United States.  You can have them do this in pairs at their seats, in pairs at the front of the room, or both.  Repeat as necessary.  The teacher can also participate by reading the script of one of the students.

7. Using the lesson’s vocabulary and after having made sure that the students know the meaning of the words, have the students complete the exercise The Great Seal Sentence Completion.

	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor observation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities:

1. http://www.greatseal.com/  This is a great site with hyperlinks to various components of the Great Seal.  This is for more advanced students or should be instructor led.  You can use a computer connected to a projection unit to show this to your entire class. 

2. Give students Handout:  The Great Seal of the U.S.A.—The instructor can go over more detail about the Great Seal for more advanced students.  This handout can be found at: http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/books/julyfourth/Greatseal.shtml. 

3. http://www.jigzone.com/ms/z.php?p=jz/p2/Silver_dollar&z=20_piece_classic  This is a wonderful jigsaw puzzle site that can be modified from very easy to difficult.  The puzzle can be shuffled or solved.  The puzzle is solved by clicking and dragging pieces to their proper positions.  The instructor should familiarize him/herself with this before involving students.  
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