Competency:  Describe George Washington's Birthday (Also known as President's Day)

	Lesson Overview: The purpose of this lesson is to teach students to recognize who George Washington is and why we celebrate his birthday as a national holiday.

This lesson plan includes the following:

1. Pictures of President George Washington

2. The Story of President George Washington

3. U.S. Presidents Pocket Flash Cards

4. Double Sided Big Money

5. George Washington Crossword Puzzle

6. Pictures of President Abraham Lincoln (optional)

7. The Story of President Abraham Lincoln (optional)

8. Pick a President Game (optional)

9. Abraham Lincoln Crossword Puzzle

10. President’s Day Vocabulary Flash Cards

11. Flag Stationery



	Approximate Time:  1 hour



	Prerequisite Skills: Students must be able to read and write simple sentences, be familiar with ordinal numbers, and have basic calendar skills.

Prerequisite vocabulary:  

birthday

father

February

first

year

state

past



	Vocabulary:

born

George Washington

United States

Virginia

president

country

great

general

won

freedom

celebrated

Presidents Day


	Vocabulary for Optional Activities:

Abraham Lincoln

Congress

Soldiers

Gettysburg Address

stovepipe hat

freed

emancipation

equal

American Revolution (optional)

England (optional)




	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable markers, Pictures of George Washington, handouts, U.S. Presidents Pocket Flash Cards (Available from Trend Enterprises, Inc. or from a state or local vendor who carries their products.), Double Sided Big Money (Available from Frank Schaffer Publications, Inc. or from a state or local vendor who carries their products.), and prizes (optional).

Materials Needed for Optional Activities:  Handouts, Pictures of Abraham Lincoln, Double Sided Big Money, Pick a President Game (File Folder Games, Social Studies by Carson-Dellosa Publishing, Inc.  "Pick a President" game, pages 311 - 319.), Flag Stationery, and President’s Day Vocabulary Flash Cards. 



	Equipment Needed:  None



	Activities:

1. Explain the purpose of the lesson.

2. Show the students Pictures of George Washington.  Ask the students who is in the pictures.  If the students do not know who is in the pictures explain that the person is George Washington.  Write the words George Washington on the board or flip chart.  Ask the students what they know about George Washington.  Write their responses on the board or on a flip chart under George Washington's name.  

3. Ask students if they know that Americans celebrate his birthday.  Ask students if they know why we celebrate his birthday.  Facilitate a discussion appropriate to students’ skill levels.  

4. Go over new vocabulary.  You may want to write the words on the board.  Make sure that each student can correctly pronounce the new words by having them pronounce the words aloud as a group and then individually.  Then carefully explain each word and make sure that students understand the meanings. 
5. Give students Handout:  The Story of President George Washington.  Read the story aloud to the students.  Follow the story with a discussion about the new information learned.  Write all of the new ideas and/or vocabulary from the students on the board or flip chart.  Review orally.

6. After you read the story and explain the story’s meaning and any new vocabulary words, you may want to have each student take turns reading a sentence of the story.  This repetition is good for speaking, listening, and reading skills.
7. Emphasize that George Washington was the first President of the United States.

8. Explain to the students why George Washington's birthday is a national holiday.  

9. Explain to students that George Washington's birthday is now celebrated on the third Monday in February  each year.

10. Explain that this day is also called President’s Day and that it is to honor all of the past Presidents of the United States.

11. Ask the students if they know any of the names of past Presidents and write down their responses on the board or a flip chart.  Now is also a good time to see if they know who the current president is.
12. Use the U.S. Presidents Pocket Flash Cards to see the names and portraits of the American Presidents (past and present).  The purpose of this is to simply get across the concept that a president is the leader of our country and that we have had many presidents.  These flash cards are available from Trend Enterprises, Inc. or from a state or local vendor who carries their products.

13. Show students a one-dollar bill and a quarter.  Ask if they recognize the picture on the money.  Explain that President George Washington's picture is on both.  Use real money or use Double Sided Big Money (available from Frank Schaffer Publications, Inc. or from a state or local vendor who carries their products).  This is simply an additional way to familiarize students with George Washington.

14. Ask the students if there are a President in their countries?  Do their countries have special holidays to honor any of their Presidents?  If their countries do not have Presidents, ask the students who is in charge of their countries. 

15. Give students Handout: George Washington Crossword Puzzle.  Use answer key to check students' work.  These worksheets were made with Wordsheets 5.0 software available at www.qualint.com.  There is a free demonstration version that allows 10 printings.  After that, the software must be purchased.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning:

1. Instructor evaluation of students’ participation.

2. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.



	Follow-up Activities/Ideas:

1. On a map, show students the important places in the life of George Washington.

2. Have students identify George Washington's Birthday on a calendar.

3. Show students a Picture of President Abraham Lincoln.  Tell students information on President Lincoln using Handout: The Story of President Abraham Lincoln.  

4. For more advanced students, tell students additional information about George Washington and Abraham Lincoln that is needed for the Pick a President Game.  Write this information on the board or flip chart for the students to have as a guide.  Give the students the Pick a President Game.  Have the students do this puzzle/game in small groups.  Review the answers orally.

5. Have students write a sentence or two about the thing they remember most about George Washington.  Have them read their sentences to the class.

6. Using the Flag Stationery or lined paper have students write a question they would have liked to have asked George Washington.  (Flag stationery is available at www.primarygames.com/print_zone/stationery/older/president.htm.)  

7. Show students a five-dollar bill and a penny.  Ask if they recognize the picture on the money.  Explain that President Abraham Lincoln's picture is on both.  Use real money or Double Sided Big Money.
8. Give students Handout:  Abraham Lincoln Crossword Puzzle.  Use the answer key to check students' work.  These worksheets were made with Wordsheets 5.0 software available at www.qualint.com.  There is a free demonstration version that allows 10 printings.  After that, the software must be purchased.
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