Competency:  Understand the Executive Branch of the U.S. Government

	Lesson Overview:  This purpose of this lesson is to provide students with an understanding of the United States executive branch of government.  

This lesson plan includes the following:

1. Executive Branch Vocabulary Flash Cards

2. Executive Branch Summary

3. Executive Branch Vocabulary 

4. Executive Branch Dialogue

5. Pictures of Key Executive Branch Figures

6. Executive Branch Quiz

7. Blurt Questions Executive Branch



	Approximate Time:  2 Hours



	Prerequisite Skills: A general understanding of the presidents and vice-presidents.  The  lesson on the legislative branch should precede this lesson.  A brief overview of the three branches, via a tree diagram on the board, may prove helpful.  

Prerequisite Vocabulary: 

current

decisions

defense

department

die

federal laws

government

help

important 

judicial branch

leader

legislative branch

make

president

special

vice-president



	Vocabulary: 

advisor

branches

cabinet

check

commander-in-chief

enforce

executive branch

guide

protect

secretaries

Secretary of Defense

Secretary of State



	Materials Needed:  Whiteboard or flip chart, erasable markers, Executive Branch Vocabulary Flash Cards, handouts, Pictures of Key Executive Branch Figures, dice, pawns, Blurt game board.  (For information on how to get a Blurt game board, go to http://www.boardgames.com/blurt.html.)



	Equipment Needed: Enthusiasm!!! 



	Activities:  

1. Explain purpose of lesson.  Draw a tree diagram symbolizing the three branches of the government.

2. Ask students if any of their native governments are similar.

3. Introduce vocabulary through flash cards.  Only stress pronunciation at this point.

4. Go over new vocabulary using the Executive Branch Vocabulary handout.  Discuss each word.  Check for understanding.  Ask them what words they have in their native language for these words.  Place those words on the board next to the vocabulary words.

5. As a class, work on the vocabulary worksheet and further discuss words.

6. Have the students read along as you read the Executive Branch Summary.  Discuss and check for comprehension.  Use pictures to reinforce the reading. 

7. Allow students time to work with a partner in reading this summary.  Ask for volunteers to read out loud after practice.  Allow each volunteer to read 1-2 paragraphs at a time.

8. Have the students read along as you read the entire Executive Branch Dialogue to them.  Use pictures to reinforce this if necessary.  Make sure that students understand the content of the dialogue and can pronounce all words.

9. Allow students time to practice the dialogue with a partner.  Make sure they are switching roles and walk around class checking on pronunciation.

10. Ask for partners to volunteer reading the dialogue out loud to class.

11. Play Blurt...Have Fun!!!  ((For information on how to get a Blurt game board, go to http://www.boardgames.com/blurt.html.)  See  Blurt Questions Executive Branch.

12. Executive Branch Quiz may be given after game or saved for next class to check on knowledge retention.



	Assessment/Evaluation of Learning: 

1. Carefully observe participation during game.

2. Instructor’s observation of student participation.

3. Evaluation of completed worksheets/handouts.



	Optional/Follow-up Activities: 

1. Students can make up own sentences using the vocabulary.

2. Play Jeopardy using this information.  Draw the game on the board or make your own Jeopardy board.

3. Show vocabulary pictures and pictures of key individuals to students and ask them to identify each picture.  Have the vocabulary words and the names of key individuals written on the board.  

4. Use the Internet to find out more information about the executive branch.   These websites are for the instructor to learn more information. http://www.state.gov/ has information about the Department of State.

http://www.defenselink.mil/osd/topleaders.html has information about the Department of Defense.

http://www.whitehouse.gov/ has information about the executive branch and general information about the United States government.

http://www.whitehouse.gov/government/ has information about President Bush’s cabinet

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/agency.html has links about all 3 branches of government and is geared towards kids.
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